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Abstract: The intention of the linguistic analysis of the "Cartularios" or "Becerros" of Santa
María de Valpuesta (804-1140/1200) is to uncover the romance elements that have crept
into these Latin documents. In this way, we obtain the most ancient testimonies of 
primitive Castilian romance, originated precisely in the area of the diocese of Valpuesta
between the 9th and 12th centuries, (north east of Burgos, west of Alava). There is no 
documentation that is fully drafted in Castilian Spanish until about 1200. At the same time
the author synthesises the cultural and historical principles that gave way to this type of
documentation during the 9th to 12th centuries.
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