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Dear Mr., de Irujo:

The major pert of the meterial for our April 7
story on the Basques was filed from our Madrid bureau by
a TIME correspondent who, although he is not a Basque (nor
even a Spaniard) is a man of long experience &s & reporter.
We have always found him to be eminently fair in his obser-
vations and evaluations., His file on "The New Basques" was
a lengthy one and, wherever necessary, he went carefully
into both sides of an issue. Thus we had a fully documented
piece of research to follow in writing ocur story.

On a subject such as the Basque country and the
Basque people, which is charged with so many controversial
elements, there are bournd to be differences of opinion.,
Some TIME readers, for instance, thought that this story
should have been much longer and included much more infor-
mation about the history of the Basques, their relationship
to the Franco government and so on, There is, however, the
conflict in Viet Nam which occupies the minds of people in
&ll parts of the world, scientific advancements in space,
end the diplomatic overtures at home and abroad which must
also be reported on in a nationzl newsmegezine, If we had
had more space to do a longer story on the Basques, we could
have gone into explanation regarding some of the points you
raise, but as we said, a lengthier story was impossible under
the eircumstances.

We hcpe we have essured you as to our desire to be
fair in our reporting. Indeed, we have no reason to be other-
wise. In the cese of our April 7 story, we were solely concerned
with bringing TIME readers up to date on the Basques, who have
not been in the news very much of late. There were, I regret
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to say, some minor errors in the story (despite the fact that
it was most carefully checked) but we feel that, on balance,

it accurately reflected the situation and temper of the Basque
people today.

Thank you for writing. We appreciated having the
opportunity to discuss our reporting with you.

Cordially yeurs,

Rt '1';!. LS -

Maria Luisa Cisneros

Mr, Manuel de Irujo
"Buzko-Etxea”

72 Greencroft Gardens
Hampstead

London, N.W. 6, HEngland
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Basque Delegation,
72 Greencroft Gardens,
LLONDON N.W.,6,

The Editor;,
'Time'! Magazine. Aea
Sir,

| refer to the article entitled 'The New Basques! in the section
headed 'Spain! in the Atlantic edition of your April 7th issue.

Making Pamplona the centre of the 'new Basques!' is reasonable
because Pamplona, 'Caput VVasconiae! is, with its early Basque name
of Iruna, the most ancient of the Basque towns. The map at the head
of the article is correct also. The demonstration mentioned is 'Aberri-
Eguna'! or Basque National Day. Pamplona was selected by the
Basque Government for this manifestation this year.,

Besides the Separatists mentioned in the article the Basque
Nationalists, both liberal and socialist, took part, counting on the respect
and benevolent neutrality of the traditionalists, if not their participation.
Only Madrid Government officials and the Spanish 'Falange! are
against Aberri-Eguna.

The traditional Basque 'Fueros'! are not 'privileges! but 'laws!
granted by Basque Parliaments and mentioned by the King, as in
constitutional monarchies.

I do not feel that it is right to mention the tearing out of the
Basque Government from its soil without recalling the war; an act
symbolized by the destruction of Guernica by Nazi aircraft serving
Franco, who rose against the Republic and the democratic institutions
of Spain. In the oNew York Museum - Picasso's painting is a
permanent testament/that episode which could never be referred to
frivolously in a serious publication.

Francis Xavier was one of the first exiles of modern times. The
kings of Castille (i.e. of Spain) occupied the Navarrese peninsular
by force, throwing out the legitimate royalty who re-settled in their
estates to the north of the Pyrenees. The whole Xavier family fought
for the legal monarchy, The Xavier castle was destroyed by the
invading Castilians and the family went into exile, Francis Xavier
took up a career in Paris where he made the acquaintance of Ignhatius
Loyola and where he entered the Company of Jesus, He was never
a Spaniard. As a missionary he went to the Far East with nationality
documents issued by the Portuguese,

The legitimate Kings of Navarra were not Spanish either. From
their stock came Henry IV 'King of France and Navarra! , which was
the title preserved by all the kings of France up to and including the last
L.ouis XVIIIl. When Francis Xavier was canonized, the Spanish
Ambassador tried to have him recognised as Spanish, but was
unsuccessful because this was contrary to historig fact.

The article offers 'Time! r*eadear*ss/an example of the Basque
character the phrase 'Whatever the Government, I'm against it.!
This is like saying that Basque folklore is composed of Seviillanas,
Malaguenas and flamenco singing and dancing. During the last
meeting between the Statutory Council of Navarra, consisting of
legally-elected deputies, and King Alfonso Xlll in 1930 they heard
these words from the sovereign: 'You are different from the others.
Apart from ethnical reasons, you have the singular virtue that today's
deputies continue the work of those of previous times. There may
be differences among you, but they do not appear on the surface.

/contd. ..



You fight to establish your Council of Deputies. But once formed
it is the Deputation of Navarra'. This recognition gives the lie
most categorically to your definition of the Basques in the article.



Sr. Editer ebos

Me refierc al articulo titulado The New Basques en la seccifn Spedn en su nfmero de ¥ de
Abril de su Atlantic edition.!

Centrar en Pamploms the new Basques estf bien porque Famplome “"Gaput Vasconiae® es, con. |

}m.{ wuwﬁa(ﬂl
el primitivo noubre wvesco de Irufia, la nfs antigw cludad de los wscos. Fl mpa
el articulo es emto.’ Ia mnifestacin relaciomda @s el AberrisEzum o Dfa de 1a Mtria
Vascae Rumplena, como lugr de este mnifestecidn pars este afio, abfs sido desigmda por el
Goblerno Wscos En 1n munifestecifn tamron perte, adenfls de los seperatistns relaciomados
por el articulo, los naciomalistes vascos, liberecles y socislistas, contando, si no con la
participacifn, sf cen el respeto y 1n neutrelided benevola de los tradiciomelistas.! S olamente
estdn contse el Aberrisfgume los funciomrios del Gobierno de Yadrid y fmm Falagge Bspafiolad
tradiciomles

Loe "Fueros” wescos/no son "privilegios™ sine "leyes” ecordadis por los parlamontos vescos

y senciomdas por el Peyy como en las Monarquias constitucionalesd

Mo perese que uo @3 carrects 1o mencifn de obmo fuf arrejndo el Gobi.emo?amdomml]
sin recordar 1n gusrva, simbolizeds en In destruccifn de Guernica por la aviacifn mimwem ms
la Republica y
al servicio del genernl Frunco sublevado contre/lss Imtimim democra ticas de Espfhé‘ En
el museo de New York, el cuadro de Pleasso es testimonio permnente de aguella luche, que ne

pusde ser frivolamentey aludid en um revista seria.

Francis Xavier fu$ uuo de los primercs exilados de 1a Edad Moderm. Los reyes de Castilla

peninsulsy, ella
(de Espath) mumptsdemes ocuperea militarmente Navarre arrojande de dewiiseswmmgeninsaisn o
los reyes legltiwah que se rcﬂdhm en sus Estades m situades al Nore=
te del Pirinec.' Teda 1a familis Xavier mchspor los mw*m castillo de Xavier
fuf destruido por los coupsntes castellancs y h fardlia “ Frencis xav!ar gi:o su ca=
rrers en Tarls, quo es donds conocid a Igmtius Loyola y donde ingres en 1a M&m
en Extremo Orients

Francls Xablier no ful nunce espfiol.) Como misionero sctuly/con docunentaoifn naclomel portugue=
nﬁ Temposo fuercn munce espafioles los reyes legltimes de Navarre. De ellos macid Enrigue IV
mumiks "Rey de Fyancia y de mﬂm"" titule que consorvaron todos los reyss fimnceses hasta

de Espaiin
el fltino de ollos Luls xvmiu. ser canonizdo Frencis Xavier, el Fubajador mumpmiled protendi

—\‘E, --4‘»,4}—L-4"i‘-‘ {
quo se hiciera conster aquells condleibn; sin lograrlo, porque tal protensibn se oponfa a 1a |

verdad mt«m.!



El articulo ofrece a los loctores de Time como trasunto del caracter vesco la frese "What=
ever the w‘ %am ugimt tﬁ'.‘n- como 51 dijers que el folcklore n::zéla comporda
de sevillams, peteneras, mlspuetas y conte jondos Bn 1o §ltire entrevista mntenida por la
Diputacibn Forel de Feverre integrads par diputades legitimes el afle 1950 con el Rey Alfouse
X113, los diputados mverros escuckaren del soberanc estas palabress "Ustedes son distintos
de los denfselAparte tmims los motives Stnilcos, tlenen ustedes la singularidad de que los
diputados de hoy continfan mbemfewm 1o obra de los Alputades do ayer. Tntre ustedes podnd o=

ber diferencias, pero ne sperecen al erteriors Luchen ustedss st constituir su Diputmcibud |

Pero, uwe ve: oconstituida, es la Diputecidn de Navarre". Dste reconocimiento es el mentls nfs
eategorico o lo definicifn que los Gltims palabyes dol articulo comentnde mem hece de los

mﬁ



