PRESIDENT SAM WILD * VICE-PRESIDENT ALAN GILCHRIST * SECRETARY ALEC DIGGES

Uo

International Brigade Association and Friends of Republican Spain

2 PARTON STREET * LONDON . W.C.1 . PHONE HOL 2735

I8th lay,I954,

Ire Hicloman,
The Zasque legation,
39, Victoria Street,

S.l-..I.

Dear 5ir,

Following my recent conversation with you concerning
the plight of lemuel Robles=Arangis now aweiting trial at
San ebastian, I hawe pleasure in enclosing herewith a list
of the lembers of Farliament who todate have allmved their
nares to De added to telegrams to the Spanish 14nister of
Justice urging clemency flor lanuel Robles-Arangis.

Also to date the Constructional Engineering Union and
the Associntion of Engineering & Shipbuilding Draughtsmen
have protested Lo the Spanish Imbassy,london, on his behalf,

e have mde an avpeal also to all Iabour Parties in
Ve Britain to send »robests on this case and I anticinate
vory many responses in the near future.

I should be very grateful to lmow whether there is any
furtler information as to the lilely date of trial.

Zou also mentioned that you would have forwarded to e
copies of Oficina Prensa Luzlmdi for which I should be most
grateful.

> hope ghortly to publish in pamphlet form the full
account of the Vibtoria ®rial brought back by Ir.Peter Benenson
Tor sale and distribution throughout the labour and trade union
movenents

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely, .
‘ § k. & C’_w‘

Y A
/A, Secretary.
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lre Jo THolmn,

The Basque legation,
39, Victoria Street,
So‘t-“..Io

Dear Iire IHclman,

Following my conversation with you the other
day when you were ldnd enough to give me further
details of the oase of anuel Robles=Arangis, I have
pleasure in informing you that we have dready been
able to mrle some interventions on his behalf.

A% the moment of wvriting, 354 lembers of Parlisment
have added their signatures to ‘elegrems which we have
disratched %o the Spanish linister of Justice et Medrid
in the following text: BRITISH PUBLIC OPINION GRAVELY
DISTURBED AT IIPENDING TRIAL OF CATIOLIC BASQUE TRADE UNION
IRADER IWJIUEL ROBLES ARANGIS. MOST STRONGLY URGE CIEIENCY.

I enclose speciren of the appeal for signatures which
we have forvarded to all Iabour lembers of Farliament.

Tie are also ciroularising all National Executive
Committees of Trades Unions in Britain ocalling for resoluiions
of protest and we hope should there be time to forward
similar appeals for protests to all Divisiomal labour Farties
in Ingland ,Scotland and ‘‘ales.

Ve have received no further information as yet as to
the ldlely date of trial aml would be most grateful +o Imow
whether there is any indication from your representatives in
Farise

I should be very pleased to receive copies of your
informmtion Bulletin, specimens of which you were lkind enough
to give re.

PaTa0s
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I enclose & list of the 1%.F,'s who have signed
the clemency telegrams to date. ‘e expeet many more will
add their names during the coming week. I am having
further enquiries made through the Foreign Office as to
the date of trial.

iith the sincere hope that our efforts on behalf

of Tanuel Robles=iArangis will prove successful, and besg
wishes to yourself,

Yours sincerely,

Qe Di@ﬁi__

Seoretary.

AD /KD o



SENT TO ALL NATIONAL EXECUTIVES OF BRITISH TRADE UNIONS
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International Brigade Association and Friends of Republican Spain
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date ns postrnk

Doar Sir & Brother,

To should bo nost gratoful if the cnolosod appeal
for protost cotion to the Spanish Enbassy on behalf of
I mol-Roblog-Arangis, Basquo trado union leader, oould’
be brought to tho attention of your Exccutivo Cormitbeo.

ire lourico Orbach,l,P, who visitéd Madrid on behalf
of the abowe Associntion in October last was nost oriphotio
on his roturn as to the positive cffcot of recsolutions of
protest fron Dritish trodes wnions in helping to ward off
the nore savage scntenoos frequently dormndod by nilitary
tribunnls agoinst Spanish trade wionists and democratse

Although no dofinite date of trial has as yot boen
announced, the indications are at prosont that the above
trial will take placo within sorc wooks tino.

To should be nost grateful for advice as to any
notion tokon on this ratter by your Excoutive Cormittoos

Yours fratermally,

Llco Diggos
Socrctary.
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date as postrork

Dear Sir & BDrother,

May we address an urgent appoal to the némbers of your
Ixecutive Cormitbee on behalf of Manuol Robles~Arangis, former
president of tho Catholio Basque Federdtion of Workors and a
nonbor of the Spanish Cortes from I936~30,

Prior to his olcection in I936 as a Deputy, Mamuel Robles~
Arangis worked as o linotype operator on the Bilbao "EL Iiboral

and was an intinato associate of Indalocio Pricto,Spanish sooialist
loador,

Thile in oxilo in Franco in I945, Mmnuel Robles-Arangis was
awarded a cortificato signed by Genoral Eisonhowor "oxpressing the
gratitudo of tho Arcriocan pcople for gallant corvice in assisting tho
oscape of Allicd soldicrs",

Roturning to Spcin in I952 undor the illusion that Franco's
proclaired armesty for political opponents would be honourod, ho was
arrestod in Junc,I963 and is shortly to be brought to trial by civil
oourt at San Sebastian for alloged activities in connootion with tho
roorgonising of B asquc opposition to tho Franco rogince.

There has been a rarked inercaso in politioal irials of
opponents of the’ Franco diotutorship. Sinco Fobruary last four mnss
trials by courts-rartial of Spinish workers have taken place
involving Soclalist, Anarchist, Corzmnist and Jasquo nationalist
workors in addition to othors of no partioular political affiliation.

In subritting the abowe fuets to your Excoutive Cormittoe, we
arc oonfidont that thoy will wish to furthor oxpross their indignation
at the continuing porscoution of Spanish trade unionists and denmoorats
by forwarding an appropriatoly worded resolution on bchalf of lhnuol
Roblos-Arangis to tho Spanish Erbaasy,24,Iolgrave Squaro,SeiTsIs

Yours fratermally,

L.loo Diggoe‘
Scerctary.




- SENT TO ALL IABOUR JEMBERS OF PARLIAMINT,
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Dear

In Decenber last an appeal was rade by the Intermational
Origade Association to Members of Parliaront to help save the
life of Wilson Zatllo, an anti-Franco militant who had been
retried rotried and sentonced to death by a Barcelona court—
mrtial early in 1953, sontonoco of denth being subsequently -
confirned by the Captain Goneral of Catalonia.

Tlo have very great plsasure in informing you that further
%o pormission from I50 Menbors to add their sigmtures to tolegrams
to the Spanish Ifinister of Justico urging withdrawnl of tho doath
sontonco agninst Wilson Batlle, confirmation hos now boon recoived
that his sentonce has boon oorrmtod to a tern of imprisomment.

In the samo tolegroms, it wos urged that pending death
sentonoo derrinds should be withdrawan against Tolesforo Torres »
Imis Arribas, Cipriano Gonzaloz and Emilio Quinones, Again wo
are happy to state that,despite the sovority of prison sonbonces
ranging fron 20 to IS ycars on thoso accuscd, death sontenco
derands wore not finally advanced by tho proscoution.

In conveying our nost sinceore thanks to those Mombers who
by thoir action helped rmake possiblo these viebories over Spanish
roaotion, may‘we adwanco a ploa for similar action on bohalf of
Monuel Roblos~Arangis » Tormor Prosidont of the Catholio Dasque
Federation of Workers and a rombor of tho Spanish Cortes from I93G
to 1939, who is shortly to be tricd at San Sobastian.

/o oncloso horowith an inforrntion shect on Manuocl Roblog—
Arangls togother with toxt of proposcd tolegrams to the Spanish
Ministor of Justico and stomped addrossod rcply cards.,

With ronowcd and nost sincorc thanks for previously afforded
help on similor oomm ighs and tho hope that the presont campaign on
behalf of }mucl Roblos—irangis my bo a furthor ovidonce of the
offcotlvencss of intorvention on bohalf of porscoutod Spanish trade
unionlsts and denoorats, :

Yours sincorcly, .

Alco Diggos,
Scorctary.



yu

Pnnucl Roblos-Arangis 1s a foruor iresldent of tho Ua.laniiu
Basque Fedoratioh of T.c»lora and wag & nonber of “he 3panish
Cortos from IO3E-I9390.

Prior to his olootion as & Doputy in I936, Monucl Toblos=
Arangis worked as a linobype oporatur on tho Dilh » "El Iiboral"
and wns on intirnte associnto of Indalooio Pricty, now oxilod
Spoanish Soodalist londers

Vhilo in oxdlec in Francc in I945, larmel Roblog=ir. ris was
aworded 8 oortificato signed by Concral (now Presicort) Paonhowor
"oxprossing the gratitade of the Arorlean peoplo for gallunt
sorvice in assisting the cscape of Allied soldicrs”.

Then tho Gorron oca paticn of France was ooneluded, ho was
norinated Prosidont of Solidaridad do Tratajadorcs Vasoos,

L turning to Spain in I952 under tho illusion that Franco's
proclainéd aymesty for forrer politicnl opponents would bo
honourced . he wns arrosted in June 1953 and has toon hold sinoco
without trial.

Tho +trial of Mumucl Robles-Arangis is now kmovn o be “mpending
at San Schastini,

Tho Congress of Industrial Orgenisations has alres Yy protosted to
Progidont Eisonhowor on bohalf of this outstandin nti=Franco fightors
It 15 undorstood that tho Imtornatiomal Confodere: on of Christian
Trados Unions are also intorvoning on his behalf.

In an offort to furtror intonsify tho canpaign for tho rclcaso of
lomucl Robles-Arangis. wo arc oppoaling for signitwres to oloronoy
toloprans to the Spanwsh Ministo: of Justioc in tho Il lowing boxbs
DRITIST PUBLIC OPIIION GRAVELY DISTURDED AT IMPLUI ING TRILL OF
C.TIOLIC BASOUE TR'DE UNION IEADER MAWEL RODLEC . RINGIS. MOST
STRONGLY URGE CLIMENCY.

L stanped nddrossed postoard is cnclosed in the ¢ inooro hope that
you will be kind onough ‘to grant pornissi on for your nano to te
addod. '

Yours sinccrely, -

ilece Diggos,
Saoro mry .



LIST OF MABERS OF PARLIAMENT VO FAVE SIGNED TEIEGRAIS us
70 THE SPANIST ICNISTER @ JUSTICE URGING CLEMENCY FOR 5
MANTEL ROBLES~:RANGIS o |

PeLdlolls, MePe

James Carmichael,ll,P.
Sydney Silvermsan,M.Pe i
Sir Frederick Yosser, CeBeEs,M.P. : v
G‘o!‘.omm’nbr’-

leurice Crbach,lfe?.

Rte lone James Griffiths,M.P.
Capte George Chetwynmd,l.F.
John loKay,leP.

Arthur Blenkinsop,MeP.

Celle G‘rbﬁon’h[apo

Fred Malley,lleP.

Te Norman Smiﬂl,.ﬂ.?.

Fe Emen-Joms,Q.O.,l{.P.
Rte HoneJeDugdale,MeF.
David Criffiths,li.Ps

George Pargiter,li.’.
Bdvard Evana,H.P.

David Veitezman,il.P*

PuLB -smr.m?.
JJ.SW}CB.HQP.

Alde W.H-Oldfield,Jo?. ’MOP.
Peroy Collieclk,l.P.

Peter Freeman,lisPs

Sir Richard Acland, li.?,.
I.R-Thms, HeFe

Blizabeth Braddoolk,lP.
FeH.Hayman,M. P,
RelleSorenson,MeP.

Roy Jenjd-na '}l{. Po
Lte=Colelarcus Iipton,iers
James Clunie,li.P.

Arthar r't’aJoIﬂW'lS.HoPo

5(
N
>
‘l
{1
-

The above have signed up to mid-day 4th May,I954.



Information Shoet.
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The following Membors of Parlicrment have kindly grented
pernission to add tneir signotures to telegrems to' the
Spanish Mnister of Justice in the following toxti-
SRITISI PUSLIC OPINION GRAVELY DISTURDED AT IMPRIDING
TRIAL OF CATIHOLIC BASGUE TRADE UNION LEIDER MANUEL ROILZ3

ARAHGIS .

Torecy Wells,M.m,

Jares Carrichacl,iiF.
Sycney Silverman,i.l,

3ir Froderiok Mosser,l.7.
Gale Thorson, e P, :
Taurice Orbaoh,M.P. -
itte llonsdores Griffiths,ILF,
Capte G« Chetwynd,lnP,
Goorge Melay,M.Py

Arther Blenkingop,M.P.
Coll GdLson, M. P,

Pred Mulley,lM.r.

TeNorman Srdth,MeP

John Zarker,M.P, :
F. E Elwy'fl Jéﬂﬁﬂ ’QI Ce ,:'IDP.
Kite IIone Je D'U.Gdﬂ 19,1’.’[. i
Davic Griffiths,l.P.

Coos “argiter M.2.

Edward EWILS,::E.P-

David '\‘-:Feitﬂl.'!flﬁ,N-Po b
P, LaB.Shurngr ’Ho 2

Jedla Spﬂrl-‘:s ’Ho i3
WalleOldfield, M, P,

Poroy Colliol-,l.P,

Peter Freeman,l}LP,

Sir Riohard Acland,lLP.
IRoThorms M1

Elixabeth Draddoels,M.P,
F‘H. I.Tﬁm n']?[. ?c

Roy Jenkins,l.p.

WWalter EiPadley,M.P.
Rtellons A, Robens,l.P.

Yern L 635

HOST STRONGLY URGE CLEMEIICY,

I%.%0l. Mareus Iipton,}. 7,
dJarcs Clunie,lLF.
Lrthur W, J.lowis, M. 7,
Chase Re Hobson,M.l .
Victor Yates,M.P.
Douglas Houghton,M.P.
Sir leelio Plurmer,M.T.
D.E.Thormas M. F.

Eirenc White,M.P,

B arbara Castle,M.P,
HedoFinch,M.P,

John Pn‘ton,M. P,

. Lt.Honsineurin Devan,M. P,

JeReeves,MaT.

V. TsPaling, M. P,
CeKonyon ,M. P,
Capt,Mark Howltson,MsP,
HoG-MGG’he,}JIIP.

farold Davies,M. P,

Neas Edwnrds,M.D,
Fennor Droockway,M.P,
G60. Croddoclk,M.P, -
S. Scholefield Allen,iLP,
Geos Thomas,M.P.

Vi H.Butlor M P,

John Edwards,M.P,
FeTa¥iilley, M. P,

John Rﬂnkin’l'{i P

Darnet Stross,M.P.
SeP*Viant, M,P,

Tomm Oswold,M.P,

Je Cilverran,,P,

AMe T Palmer , M. Py

: : B
Cp"c" /‘e’ﬁr'/e’/z /is’ ae ,/07 4-’//’&9 //.5;

Lé
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2ond ley,I964,
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The Sasque Llegation,

38, Viotoria Street,
l;.--OI'
Deay Jir,

I have

Murther to my letter of the other day,
pleasure in informing vou that the Fationsl TUnion of
Minevorkers - one of the most poverful unions in
Eritain - have now forwarded a protest “o the Spanish
Embassy on behalf of lamel Robles=~Arangise
Ire Vialter Zelud loy,llePe informs me that he will
endeavour To bring the matter to the =t tention of the
next Ixeocutive meeting of the Union of Shop,Distributive
and Allled orlers with a view %o obtaining a similar
protests
e are undertaking fwrther approsches to Jembers of
Farlinment and antiocipate that many more will add their

ignatures to protest telegranmse

oiene
e should e inbterested to lmow as to whether there

is any further information awailable regarding possible
y

ate of trial,
_ You were also kind emough %o promise me that copies of
the “asque information bulletin would be forwarded 4o me.
/ith sincere good wishes,
Yours sinceraly, .
,.:,lec Digpes
beoretary.
wSe I enclose copy of reply from the Spanish Imbassy

to the Constructional Engineering Tmion Executive.

Iaty



