AT
August 1ith, 1953
SEAIN AND THE WEET
Dear S8ir,

Mussolini and Primo de Rivera, dictators of Itely =nd Sphin
signed in 1926 a secret treaty of friendship which had a: its objeet
the establishment of = common policy directed te oust Creat Eritain
from the Mediterranean,

Yhen the rejpublican regime was instituted in Spain, Kussolini
suggested to sefior UGabrisl Alomar, Spanish Republican /imbassaudor in
Rome, that the Spanish Republic should ratify that Treaty of common
medlgerranaan policy, snd pointed out at the sarme time thet the
gggitical regimes in both countries -« Fascist Monarchy in Itely and !

ocratic Republic 1n Spain - would be mutvelly respected, The
Spanish Republican Foreign Minister, professor Fernahdo de los Rfos,
wall known feor his pro-British symputhies, to whom the Spanish
fmbassader in Kowe asked for instructions, suggested that the
Ambassador should prolong the discussions with Hus:solini and obtain
further information trom the Italian dictator, without giving hinm
any cefinite reply, Mussclinil ¢id not t2il to understond zdequately
such attitude as one of oppesition on the part of the Spanish republic
to ratify the antidbritish pact of 1926, =ud he therefore nirroached
the Spanish Monarchists, epemles of the Spanish Republic, to conspire
agninst the Republican regiue,

The Tirst meeting of Mussolini wnd Narshall Balbo, with the
Monarchists conspirators took place in nouwe on the 313£.Harch,193¢.
Those present fram the Spanish side were St Gemertl ™milio Barrers,
sefior Antonio Gelcoechea, Monarchist ¥,P, belonging to the "Renovacién
Espafiola® Party, and seiior Rafael Olazobel and sefior iAntonio Lizorza,
representing the "Comunidn Tradicionalista® or Carlist Party, OSpanish
Fhalange 414 not take part in the negotietions, .

Mussolini provided the Honarchist conspiraters with the flrst |
funds and the first arms to organize the rising which took place in
July p©36 and nhich brought Caneral Franco inte pewer, The fhext of
the Rowe mesting was first publiched in ¥nglish in June 1938 as
appendix te the beok "Searchlight on =pain" by the Duchess of Atholl
The date of 1936 was =lready established in the secret treaty of 19 »
which provided for a validity of ten years, At the 1926 talks the |
Mediterrenean wss to be divided placing the Central and Fastern areas
under Itzliaspn influence apd the Yastern part under “psnish influence, !

|

The present hardening of the antibritish feeling of Franco and $
the Spanish Press is maioly detersined by the atlitude of Neguib in

E?rpt. Suez and Gibraltar are the two gates of the Mediterranean, J‘
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lussolinl heviflg dissapeared from the internstional scene and

having Italy entered the club of the western democratic nations
France wishes to inherit the musselinian policy of the Lare Nosﬁrum,
directed at ousting Great Britain from the Mediterranean, In order
to establish the foundations for such poliecy, sefor Martin Artaje
“penish Forelgn Minister, accompanied by the daughter and san-in-ian
of Ceneral Franco, visited recently the Arab countries, The Spanish
di;lomatic missions in the Arab Countries of the Near Fast, are
showing great activity in the way of {ounding centres for the
furthering of Hispsno-Arab {riendship, publishing bulletins and
developing thelr contacts in a higher degree than, for exauple, the
Spanish Mmbassy in London, despite the fact that in those countries
there are no Spanish subjects and no econmomic, pelitical or interna-
tional Spanish interests are st issue there, The overthrow of King
" Farouk and the assassination of King Abdulha of Jordan which took
place scon after this latter King had visited Cpain, were adverse
events for the policy of Frencols fpain, and have made it necessary
to delay antibritish activities until normal and good relations

are established wilh the nmew rulers of the two Arab couutries,
perticularly with Egypt.

Cnce thic a«im is achieved, Cenersl Franco has a free hand to
re-start that campalgn, with o mind to escllect in Gibralter the
Brit%ig defest in Cuez, which the Spesnish dictator is tsking for
granted,

Ceneral Neguldb and General France are counting on fmerican
indiscriminate sywpatby for ell anticolonjalist activities, end the
Sfpenish dlctator believes =lso that cnce the Americsans are establiiched
in the Peminsular huses by virtve of the bilateral treaty whose
signature 1s being held as inminent for the lest twelve months,

Great Britain would, in order to retain Gibraltar, be wnzble to put
forward the excuse of the defence of the Western Lediterravean and
Sastern Atlantic, which would be assisted more efficiently from the
naval and air bases establisned in the Iberisn Feninsuls &nd
Morocdo by the U,5, of america,

I feel thal the above details may perhapys merit some attention
from these who have recently been dealing with this satier in
your paper,

Yours sincerely

Manual de Irujo



