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OLD DECEPTIONS ABOUT SPAIN

Mr, George Villisrs states in hisletter that "im 193¢ 1t was diificult
for us to realise that the capture of the Iberian Peninsula wus the first
step in the Commnisti plans to occupy ro by force". ©Such assertion is
sharp-pointed, but perhape it is also courate and somewhat presumptuous,
because it aceribes to the British the myopia of the Gomamunist danger
threatening the Iberian Peninsula in 1936.

GCeneral Franco and his eollaboretors were then suffering froa the

pame limitstiong, The asanifesto of July 1936 by which Cemeral Franco opened
wide the doors of the templecf Jamue, does nmot mention Communism as the cause
of the uprising. ior is the slightest reference the Cousunist Janger, made
in the mimute of the Rome conforemce of Harch 19 betwsen the Duce and
Marshall Balbo snduthe Spanish Cemeral Larrera the Monarchist and Tradig
tionalist representatives to prepare and fimamee the rebellion. Similar lack
of perception to that of the British, Mussolini, Franco and his collaborators,
w.8 registered by the Ruseisn ani Spanish Republican Covernments, who did not
ever take the precaution of entering into diplomatic and commercial relatioms
- such as were established with Moscou by London snd Parie, If the Comsunist
plan had existed , such relations would have “acilitated its implemensition,
| in the same way as the contact with the Portuguegse, It:liam, Cermam and
Japanese Covermment agoncies helped the rebellion of Frauco smd his coilabo-
_rators. On theother hand, something similar to “hat happened to the Lritish,
'to Mussolini, Franco, and to the Russian and Spanish Republican rulers, happened
as well to those of us woo studied the electoral rgsults of February 1936 and
oo Bt ibpooniys tseverelt |

: ous of & total of about 500 51§everel Gommintehsynists |
Mr. Villiers understands that the fact that we all - includimg himself - were
living in Limbo a5 to the Communist danger that Spain represemted im 1936, - .
was due "to thepropaganda that hid the true design". It is not demied that
provagands of such nature exists, of which the letter herein referred to is
in itself a sample, but in order to apply it to the case proposed by Mr.
Villiers it would benecessary to have an imMaginatiom more vivid than that
required to build “castles in Spain®. ;

For Mr, Villiers, the Franco uprising "was a defence of Chriawr 4
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against anti-Christ, or decency agaiust bestiality", I feel that this language
is not the usuzl one for discussion in this Country, not evem making allowances
for wishful thinking; buttin this case it is really difficalt and embarrasing =
even for Mr, Villiers, the Christian gentleman - to include umder the banners

of the antiChrist and bestiality, the several hundred Basque priests - a list of
which appears in various publication works - who were agsassinated, imprisomed

or exiled by Gemeral Franco andhis regime, It ie nos well known over the
world the picture taken at the prison of Carmonmu, ig Seville, in which a hundred
or so Basque priesls appear surrounding their fellow prisomer, Professor Besteire,
Speaker of the Spanish Parliament, who represented Spain at the Coronation of King
George VI.

¥r, Villiers shows uo bypoow when he accepts that "certain ingredients
of autocratic Government arercce@sary to keep these enemies at bay", Unfortunately
there are quite a number of people who thinke as he does, and Mosley, McCarthy,
Mussadeq, Franco and Malemcov are nol the only specimens. Fortunately, there was
in this Country a great majority of peoopie who thought otherwise at a mommeni which
wae so docisive for the world., That is why Hitler wae defeated and thet is why
these lines may now be writiem.

To suppose eas Mr, Villiers doee, that the Spamiards liviang under the Franco
regime ~ a8 the people in Eastern Germany = "areprepared to accept them" (ihe
dictatorship), is to be away from reality., On the other hand, I am sure that
Cervantes from theother life, is very grateful on behalf of Dom Quixote for the
fact that there is some one who admits - as Mr. Villiers very kindly does - that
Pthe Jpaniamis are realiste®}

Yourd correspondent Mr. Hulliday futherland admite that Gemeral Franco
is a dictator and that under the regime "the Press is controlled sud political
meetings are forbidden®, But with a blind eye to "™the democratic way of life
and leaving aside "moral priunciples”, he asseris that "Franco's past association
with Hilter ...... is honourable®, He is in bis right to do s0, but he ie not
when giving uncorrect figures, which sare still not correct evem if he sayd that
they have been taken from Communist sources., These spurces are not precisely
the Gospels and we de uot know of the instence of reference which gives the
figure of 30,000 as the total number of Italians vho took part among the France
araies, On the cther hamd, the officiul Italian figuree which were ths basis
for the assessment of the debt agreed upon by General Franco, reveal the particie
pation in Spain of 120,000 men fromw Italy. MHuesolini coniirmed it, and on the
other haxd, alveady in Jamuary 1937 « the war in Spein lasted two more years =
the book "Foroign Intervention ian Spaiu”, Vol.l, pages 222/226, gives a descrip-
tion of 84,500 Italian troops in Spain.

Nr, Halliday Suthorland's description of the British and other members
of the International Drigades in Spein, as "Russian mercenaries" is not & very
happy ome, as it would not be to say that Mr. Hall day Sutherland is a General
France mroonary,

— (thatIdid not know that there would be in the world
~»] have to confess
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anyone conversant in foreign affairs, as Mr, Sutherlsnd no doubt is, who is

eapzble of ving and asscriing these days that German amd Italian aid was
not accepted byl Franco-and was not begun until after October 26th, 1936. I
feel that Mr, Sutberland has won by his own right a place in the Limbo

in which we have all been confimed by Mr., Villisrs,

Hirs Richard de la Bere pute sthstegy before any other motive end says:
"To coapere a Christian Right Wing authoritarian regime to Communist dictatorsnip is
to ignore reality and facts", Indeed, there are differences between both these
dictatorships. For S8talin, Franco was the black beast, For Franco, Stalin was
the red beast. It ip therefore & question of variationm of colour of the beast.
The dietatorship elaiming to be Christiam, invokes God to give am honest appearance
to his regime, while ths other dispenses with God. The first one is hypeorite;
the other, eynic. It has been the prévilege of a right wing dictatorship, the use of
gas chambers and creamatoriums, The Frsnco re » instediof building gac chambers,
used the bull-rings for mass smmmﬁ Badajos and Teruel. Liverty
for ua, as Christians and Democrats, is indivisible and all human liberties are
bound together, That is why we are =gainst all dictatorships, whether they are
black or red. That is why Conersl Frenco hes just into prison the 12 last
executive nembers of "Solidardidad de Trebajedores Vasces" -~ the Basgue Chithtian
Trade Unions, whose crime has beem %o jJoin the Intermational Confederation of
Free Trade Unions, waich is an anti st orgenisation, What is Christian or
Communist is good encugh fer France in far as it serves the contimuity of
his dictatm:‘shipo

To submit the moral principles to strategy is what made Washinmgtom facilitate
the eantry of Fralico into UNESCO. But nowhere 2lse less tham here may the fact
be ignored or forgotten thai whem Nelsom had to fight the battle of Trafalgar
which made it possihle to defeat Fepoleor and establish the Pax Britannica =,
his order of the day was a profound moral lessom: "Magland expects that every mam
will do his duty™.

Youre tnh’

Manal de Irujo




OLD DECEPTIONS ABOUT SPAIN
Sirs

Su Sorresponsal M, George Villiers afirms cque "in 1936 it was difficult for
us to reslise that the capture of the Iberian Peninsula was the first step in
the Communist plams tc occupy Europe by force", Ess afirmacién es aguda, pero
tal vez peque de inexacta y algo presuntucsa, por atribuilr "solamente™ a los
ingbeses 1z miopfa de) peligro comunista mirsndo & la Peninsula Ibériea em 1936,
El General Franco y sus coadyuventes pasbiidpsbunnonbeneanninnfignakiconiinong
padé¢cian entonces de igual limitecién. Fl menifiestc de Jullo de 1936 por el
que Franco abrié las puertas del templo de Jeno, no menciona al conunisuo co-
mo objetbvo de la sublevacién; y en ol acta de 1a cohferencia mantenida el 31
de larzo de 1954 en Romé por el Duce y el Marliscal Balbc ccn el General Barre-
ra, los monarquices y tradicionslistas pars preparar y financiar la rebelibn,
tampoco se hace la mas lijera slusiép al peligro comupiste, Inoria similar a
la padecids por los britaniecos, Musolini, Franeco y sus colaboracores, aleanza-
ba & los goblerncs d¢ Moscou y Madrid, aue ni siculera tomaron le precaucién
de trabar relecioches diplomaticas y comercisles —como las tenian establecidas
con Moscou, Londres y Paris-, Bstes relzciones, de existir el plan comunista,
hubieran facilitado su reslizascién, como facllitaron la rebelibn de Franco ¥
sus o8 las embejodus portugusss, itulisps, clemens y nipena, Y algo pare-
eido = lo ocurrido & los britenices, = Musolini, = Franco y a los gobernantes
rusos y espalicles, nos sucedid & qui nes contemplamos los resultades electo-
rales de Febrerc 39 1936, =1 observer que, de cerca de quinientes diputedes,
resultiron elegidos uns gquincen: de cpmmaistas, Fl Sr] Villiers entiende gue
el que todos -husts €1 mismo- viwieramos en el limbo snte el peligro comunista
que Espaiia rejpresentoba en 1936, se debe = la "projaganda thet hid the true
design®, No negamos gque exista ese género de propsgends, de la cual J& propla
cartsa comentada nos ofrece un modelo, pero serfis precise psra splicarle al ca=
so jropuesto por el fr, Villiers una imsginacién mas fuerte (ue la necesaria
para hacer “castillos en Uspufic®,
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Pare ei Sr, Villiers, la sublevacién del Geveral Freneo "was e defence
of Christianity asgainst snti-Christ, or decency against bestiality". Se nos
anpoja uue ese lenguage no ¢s el usuval en este pails para las discusiopes, ni
aun descontado lo cue entrafie de wisfull thinking; pero, en este casc resulta
verdaderamente dificil y encjoso -tun para el csballerc cristianc fr, Villlers-
ineluir baje las banderas del anti-Cristo y la bestialidad & los vurios cien-
tos de sacerdotes vascos, cuys relacién nominsl figurs en varias obres lmpre-
sas, que fuercn asesinados, puestos en prisién o exilados por el General Fran-
co ¥y su régimen, Se hu hecho célebre y ha corrido el mundo la fotcgrafie de la
prisién de Carmona, en la cual, un ciento de sacerdotes vascos rodean a sSu cole
paiiere de prisidn el profesor Besteive, présidentd del Parlamentc Constituyen-
te de %i Republica espaficla, cue representd a Espafia en la coronacién del Rey
Jorge - :

No peca clertsmente de hipocresia el Sr, Villiers al aceptar el ogue "certal:

edients of autocratic government ere necessary to keep these enemies at bay!'
Asi plenss wucha gente -demasiada-, come Mgsley, MeCarthy, llusadeck, Franco y
Malencoff -y mo son las ¥nicas especies-, Por fortuma, fuercn inmense mayoria -
en este pels los que penszban en wemed momento declsivo para el mundo de distin.
$a menera, Por eso fuf derrotado Hitler y pueden ser escritas estas lIneas,

Suponer como lo hace el Sr. Villiers, gue los espaficles sometides al régl-
men franquista -como los de Alemanis Orientual- Mare prepared to acejpt tham*%la
dictadura), es desconocer la realidad, in cambio, estamos scgurcs de que Cer-
vantes desde la otra vida agradecerf{ en nombre de Don (uljote el cue haya culen
reconozca, como lo hace gentilmente el Sr, Villiers, que "the S aniards are rea.

T o
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fu corresponsal Halliday Sutherland mfdnmrmnuenfifinensofisnpmsh reconoce que
el Genersl Franco es un "dictatorship", y que en el fégimen francuista "the
Press #s controlled end political neetinss are forbidden", Vuelto de espaldas
a "the democratic way of life" y dejando de lado la "moral®, afirma oue "Fran
co’s past association with Hitler...is henourable®, Pstd en su derecho. Ya no
lo estd al publycar cifras inexactas, que no dejan de serle sungue diga que
las toma de fuentes comunistas, Ni estas son precisamente el Evingelio, ni no
sotros conocemos referencia que é€ 1z cifra de 30.000 itz=lianos participando
en total entre los ejercitos franguistas, Fn cemblo, las cifras oficia’es ita-
lisnas, que sirvieron de base a1 cémputo de la deuwda reconocida por el Gehe-
ral Franco cvwe los contribuyentes es efio es pagan, arrojan una participecién

de houwbres,

No nos psrece blen jue denomine a los miembros britanicos y de otras nae
cionalidddes que formaron parte de las Brigadas Internscionales "Russian mer-
eenaries”, como tampoco aprobarfamos que fuvera llamedo el Sr, Ffutherland mer-
cenario del General Franco,

Hemos de confesar que desconocfamos cue existiera en el mupdo persona ver-
sada en negoecles internacionales, comoe sin duda lo es el Sr, Sulherlandy capaz
de creer y de afirmar hoy en dfa que, la ayuda alemena e italiazne a Franco no
fuercn aceptedas por este didddmm ni tuvieron comienzo haste despufs del 26 de
Octubre de 1936, Pensamos que ¢l Sr, Sutherland se ha ganado un puesto por
derdcho propio en el limbo en el que mos ha colocado a todos el Cr, Villiers,

El 8r, Richard de la Bere ante pone la estrategia a cuslquier otro motive
y escribe: "To compare a Christian Right Wing suthoritarien regime to Comunist
dictatorship 1s to ignore reslity and fTacts", in efecto, existen diferenclas
entre ambas dictaduras, Para Stalin, Fraveo era l= bestia negra. Para Franco,
Stalin era la bestia roja. Varfsn pues los coclores con los que se mira a la
bestia, Le dictadura que se dice cristisma, invees a Dios para echonestar el
régimen, miantras ¢ue la otru prescinde de Dios, La primera es hipocrita, Le
segunda es cfnica, Ha corresyondido a una dictadura de derecha el privilegio
de laa cfmaras de i:: ¥ los hornos crematorios, Fl régimen franquista, en lue
gar de construir cémaras de gas, habilitd laseflazas de toros para los fusi-
lamientos en masa, de los que comstituyen modelo los ejecutados en Badajoz ¥y
Teruel, Para nosotros, cristianocs y democratas, la libertad es indivisible y
todaz las libertades ﬁumanas son so idarimss, Por eso estamos an conira de las
dos dictaduras, la negra y la roja. Por eso mismo, Franco aceba de poner en
prisidn a los 18 $ltimos directives de YSolidad de Trabajedcres Vascos!
Sindical de caracter social cristiano, cuyo delito es el de haberse adher!do
& la Internacional de Sindicates Libres, de caracter anticomunista, Lo eris-
tiano como lo comunista son buenos para ﬁranco en tanto sirvan la persisten-
cla de su dictedura,

El someter la morsl a la estrategia llevé a Washington a facilitar el acce-
so de Franco en Unesco, Pero, menos cue en otra parte debe olvidarse aouf
cuando Nelson hubo de refidr 1a batalla de Trafalgar cuyc triunfo hizo posible
la derrota de Napoleon y la Pax Britamica, su orden del dfa fué una emocionan-
te leecidén de moral: "Inglsterra espers que todos cunplan com su debert,



