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Sir % :
’I would like to make some remarks ceaterain, the article 'IThE W@y

BASWUFS® published im TIRE (7vh, April 1967,page 41).

Authorsiiip, 1 was astonisihed by many of 118 sierect;ped seaiences -—well
known im Spain since loag a&o-‘ulh-‘o thuey make Ghe article very similsr
to an statenent vhich stran_ely sacugh,mignt nave Lsea written by & mem—
ber of the FuACK A b Tal3 of sad measry during the Irish revols.lhe srticle
is snether mistauke oy snoihe U ly Amerigan by adwitilng whelly the Spanish
ceniraliat position.

Regarding independesnge you the Amsricans were the I[irst im giviag
the Furopean countries the sxemplary way.

1f you comnsider Joliver & JpPanlard,you @ust 20ult Luen Lhat Yashingion
ara Je!ferson wers .ricish.Cen an Azerie«s wrioe such & Wnimy” ...or pechaps
& man with "fhe ungronouncezbie name?™ ' :
Achievencnts. Ours wes coe ¢f the oldest desocracies in Europe.The Castillia
fell in the XV] century,ths Aregonese some scoies ariverwards, une Catqlonian
in the tegiaming of the XVIil century and the basque in 1839.

Fr. Anthony Eden stated thaul lhe Jusque Govorkmest was the most
civiligZed of all contenders during the Spanish Civil War.You will ce surpris
ed ©6 know fiat the resl canuiliar: £pArit was presest 1k seny Jaague pricst
many yearas hefore now.

Semething concersing Elcane tue first world circuanavegutor, ihs hunt-
ing of wheles and the Urder of the Jesulfls Wey lmtsrest ths wutiner of the
article to regin 2 mew tark.loe surject avoutl aculeveuents nay tuus preve
to ce unexpectedly rich,forgetting the 'veret8' whlca are relatively new
auong the éﬁsﬁhﬁihLﬂ.

The basgues were the yroatest coatilvutors o the eolomiiation of
Fuilippines by Legezpl,rarsguey by irala and of ﬁrhintzaa.uruauas &nd Chile
in « ma:sive ferm.

As for Saint Francis Xavier,he was never & Speniard. ora im Free Havay

rre,educated in Paris he became later a rortuguese citizem as you canm easily
verjfy resding & deep German Senolarilatbiaer SChulhasnuer.
Language: Literature and politics siaould now oe S0y diflersnt lfields,
This may help to rememier tihabt waile G.i.Shaw was an bnglian literary fi ure
Pe Valersa obtained the Irish Independence.
10 call the Dasque language 'a monstposity' even quoting 1i, requires

1o heve & thorou,n knowledge of 1. Aller reauxnﬁ tile definitien I have

sethered thet Ghe aulhor krnows &s mUCh LasQue &8 Loorge Jorrov knew Hundeh$

Unawuno lanish ar Urdu myselif. |
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Pfo Barejs deplored ot £p know bie Sasque language or Buskera in
order fto write some poetry 1a Lasque.Una@auno knevw only & little bit of
the Biseayan dialect and nothin, vialsoever of all thne l.ierature,richer
witiout comparison in oiner dialecis.

1 must say that the language mnay be lost as & price for liverty either
in Religion(as teld by Lloyd George to Mishael Collima cosmparing Yales
to Ireland) or im Politics.

The author of the articli mentions - old Sasque Legend which said
$hat the Devil could mot lesra Buskera.lf ne 1s willing t@ know something
on this subject he can read the diabelical scatemees by Victor liuge,Heine
and Merejkovski 1im the speech of & Milunese vitelh , «s well as a Basque
wagic glessary published ia Panplona.Ihis resding will prove quite the
epposite Im it an sdvantage for the langua,e? '

Pedersligm.-~ Wilhelm von Humbeldt(uy grest noldey) Lerd Carmarveam,Victer
Hugo, Sarmiento and Steer, &ll tbreignéra, vere fer vetter informed about
t.is subject than the autior of the article.

I fought for eoneiliaztion =nd mine was tne first signature im Silbae
of the party of Ortega Gas:et.

I was and continue being & federal put know- as many foreigners do-
that the Basques and the Catalorlans are the most progressive and Europonnﬂ;
in Spaim and that many of them prefer— and pernaps the majority will in a
siort time - to be rqther Furopeans thai opressed by & despotic power like
the franquist.

It is difficult to change one’s opinien at thne sixties and this is ny
case,deprived a+ I an of any pelitical ambitlon.

One of the self-called N¥ Bagques publisied 21a Sy ain sonme months agoe
¢hat the lasque Country gets back only the 158 of the momey it pays in
taxes from the Spamish Geverrment.

Oppesition.- Liars like tne archduke Otto ven Habsvurg(s would -be emperor)
who wrote that Galfndes was alive iu Santiaco dme Chile after having been

surdered by Trujille was one of toese wio oprosed Lae Lasque natlonalisg.
Unamuno held several positions — Very well paid by tne Hepublic- and
lied in Parliament congerning the language persecuticn in tae Spamash
schools.( De esto y de aquelle.lst.volume, puges 566 and 570). Sal
ne writes 1im Bl DLA Pace 98 what 1 often heard nim im Paris ‘El eolvi-
do imvelumtario suele ser una groserfa' ¢ lie unconsciousiy wds far vorse

than to do it consef;aly, €°" e

'fii; has gone by and now RO ORe lsria Lo say et the Lasqu
destroyed inm arsom the city of Guernica. Genlal rlCasso's pain _-Ipo?plo
greatly cngtribgt.d to this. . e
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I consider people like Ramiro de Maeztu llke phwracnlc mumumles of the old
Eseorial and t:e new Valle de los Cafdos,sometiln, 80 deud and terrific as
a Chureh in Home orned with the bones of the late members of a religious Ord
er. ,bones which decorate and are displayed in large auounis. _

It was easy to foresee the slumping of the span.sh University and Irof.lLaim

* Eatralge of Madrid, a former froaguist, has verilied 1t crudely.lhe same did
Ortega Gasset when speaking of the regime of the ‘'donkeys with tomsure'

_ referred to the priests who appeared to be Ghe lords of all science,art and

~ philesophy.

Areilza, & mev ‘asque, protested against the refusal or conditioning of the

- Universities in the Basque couniry. oo

Unamuno attacked the ides of opening & University iu the Hasque contry
fiercely. So did lLequerica.

.= Hitler was Frgaco's stepfatier.The Busques were for the allies duri
ing both world wers. The case was quite difiereant with the Spanish tories.
The Spanish admirers of Hitler will neidher forget nor Iorgive that the
Basgue people led Franco to & miscalculation oRr Low lomg his 'one week gloriou
movement' would last. This memery has fostered their frautic hatred towards th
Basques.lt represents tis pre—Comeiliary spirit

The extremely bad poelicy Tfollowed by Francoii. deterioration of the patrioe-
tic feeling in whose name s0 many awful crimes have ceea comauitted,the loss
of the marrow fringe of Spanish Morocco,tue evacuatlion of Tangler at the least
Arglo-Sexon insinuatiom, the loss of rights of the 5, znlards as eitizens as
conpared to the commodities of the millioms of tourists, and the high standard
of life geen in the couniries where perhaps & millien of Spaniards go te work
-and have te pay their tax to the Spamisn State for goimg abread- the admissic
by the Cathelie Chureh of some principles of the Frauch Revelutiom in the
Vatican Council, etc.ete. are very well measured wituin.

In my opinion the preservation of the Spanish Stale as 1t has Leen sinece
1896 is very difficult indeed.

Franco executed many of the ideas o1 Menfmndez Pelayo and of A Unamuno whe
was in a real quandary in 1936.Franquist in the beginning,enemy in his
speech of Salamanca in September 1936,he was (1 am quotimg his own words)

as he foelishly called the bDoy scouts (bueyes cautos)till hi-s
death in Decenber of the sime yeur.

The Spanish rulimg spirit is inguisiterial,relaxing for some scores of year:
and expleding epyleptically tiem, as H.Talne exylalined.

1 have alivays thought the Americans would defend the Wilsomian primciples
as they did for Peoland and Ireland.

Basque and Catalonians are surely wore lmportant tuan Estonia or Latvia er
Lituania or Albania or Luxemburg. : ;

Eefore Franco's movement there were only 16 Communist deputics in Madrid.

— After Prarco's rovement Comnunism spiead like povwaer in the left field.Haven'!
the members of this party always been present in every world revelutiom since
19217 But what were these 16 deputies ia face of 200 ia Frames and 200 im I-
taly after 19457

I an & Catholie but think that Franeo or Peroam or Salazar or Trulille 'Chr:

~stism Dietators' cannet be the models for Ghe Buropesn future. Their comuon X%
Erastian heresy i= in my opinioa the principal cause of the present great
difrfieulties in the Catiolic Church.

The Cardinal Verdier of Paris #xx vas & menber of the League of Friends of
the Basques together with Maritaim,hauriaec yLernanos, ierriot and many ether
prouinent persomalities. He stated Lefore the second World war that kks Fran

<v 8 behaviour duriang the Spanish war would oriag seriousa troubles and diffie
ties #0 the Catholic Church both in spain and in Eurcpe. This has become tru

Franco must often say to himself the Ifollowing words utiered by Louis XIV
to Blancas in the time of Ramillies and Malplaquet:'lt seess tnat CGod has
forgotten the many favours that he owes me".



Justo Gapate. M. D.

Member of the Thoreau gociety,
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