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NEWS FROM THE MBASQUE CQUNTRY
BASQUE PRESIDEKT'Z ADDRESS

TO THE BASQUH PHOPLE:

Several reasons impel me, as your President, to address this message to
you on the threshold of the New Year of 1983, setting out some general!lines of
appreciation of the context in whiech the cause of our liberty now movers. It is
along these lines that we must all plot the route over which we must move in order
4o attaint our fundamental objective.

In the context of the world as a whole, the Preaident of the Basque Go-
vernment conld not fail 4o take notice of the meeting, in the last guarter of 1863,
of the Second Vatican Council. Tho this ocecasion the Oatholie Church invited, not
only its own prelates, but representatives of all the Christian confessions, exclu—
ding none whatsoever on the face of the earth. The Basgue Government hes never,as
‘such, been able to declare its atiitude towards a religious event of this nature.
But the presence there of more than one hundred prelates of Basque origins or bhirth
and the fact that, like my humble sel?, the vast majority of our people professes
the Catholic religion, moved your President, in what ‘seemed an opportune moment, to
send greetings end best wishes for the success of the Council's intentions, The
nore so, of peace, accord and intelligenge among all men, &vén'those who are not
"believers, is the task and primary objective of the assembly.




In the international political sphere, on its part, changes have been
registered, Different perspectives have bheaen traced, situations whioch differ
clearly from those existing when I last addressed myself to you, on the ocecasian
of the twentyfifth anniversary of the dssirnection of Guernica, These changes have
even affected the political situastion in the Spanish S3tate,

Of those changes which have taken place on the world political plane,it
is not necessary to ‘stress even for our own attention, the importance of recentg
events in Cuba, But it is not my intention to 'ssek in distent lands any lessans
nor any just inspiration for what is to be our own politiocal tsék., For we have
something of far greater imporkance very much nearer to us, It is the conmsummatibn
military institutions.

The year 1962 has marked ene of the Ffinal stages in the process of disso-
lution of the African task or mission whieh, sines 1907, has absorbed and compleuely
shaped the Spanish military system.

Struecturally speaking, the erisis which now confronts this eystem is very
much more important than that imposed on Buropean tarmies by'tha neture of new nucld-
ar weapons, We cannot fail to take into acceouni that the ‘situastion of the Spanish
Army in Africa allowed i%t, in 1938, to breek out in rebellion against the Republie
and achieve viotory thereby. Hernceforth, wikh the changes which are now in progress,
the Spanish military will no lopger be able tc count on the facile tranafer of loz-
lem contingents for their own purposes in the Peninsula, Whioh means that they ste
now placed in a wholly new situation in which the only wey of 'ensuring that a mili-
tary instrument can subsist in good "spirit and morele will stem from-an arrangement
which the military must reach with vopular foreces.

The Basques will know what the Spanish Military sdventure launched in Afrioca
in 1936 had in store for us. Our people confronted it with notable resolution and
displayed in the .defence of liberty ihal complets solidarvily which has always existad
among the Basgues, Nor did the advaniags of surprise which alloved the military a;u
their allies to mobilise forces of some ‘strengih iy Navarre and to exploit loeal °
resources, change this picture as 2 whols.

At the present time, during & completely inverted phase im history, unlike
that when the powerful totalitariesn movement in Germehy, Italy and el sewhere gave
atd to such interprises as that which we have described, our cause sees a F¥avourahle
rath in the new political orientations of the world, The year 1962 has ssen continued
development in the process of liberation of peoples., Among them it may be nseful
to cite, becesuse of their proximity in "space and time, the new State of Algeria and
the 1nauguration of a democratic snd representative regime in Moroceco. In this prc
.cess of evolution and in this atmosphere our own cause moves towards the last ‘stagss

of liberation.

That our people feel the necessity to sccelerate events is clearly demonstra—
ted by the events of the year which is just ending.  The working cllass maintained
strikes, the significance of which was made plain to all; Basgue priests have, in
reéent months, confronted processes of law as & comsegnence of protesting against
$1l-treatment and tortures inflicsed upon prisoners by agenis of the authorities.
whom the responsible bosses of the Fraﬁﬁuiat-system-scught te cover and protect by
all possible means; Ewsqueé’*n largé nuﬁbera, from every region and from all sec—
tions of the social and economic siructurs, showed themaelvas at the Congdress of
the European Movement in Munich &8 adnarenta to the principles of freeroom in which
the integratifon of Europe findh imgpipation. Moreover, while no proof has been
adduced to ‘show that-they:ﬁere either principals or accomplicaes in reprshensible
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*incidents, a great number of our youths have been imprisoned and subjected to trials
by court martiesl, some of which have not up to the moment at which I address you,
been fully reported, The young men have been the object of investigation and perse-
cution on the part of the chief agents of governmental and judicial repression, Here,
then, is additional proof of the inner conviction of the Franco regime that it is
yndergoing plain and profound crisis, with no means of justifying itself in the light
4f the general repul'sion felt for it by the Basques.

All of us Basgues f£ind ourselves firmly united in the will to regain our
liberty end we believe that integration in a depmocratic Hurope is the normal ooursze
to ensure for ourselves a2 peaceful and prosperdus future. Franco's Spain finds i4
necessary to face the highly important fact of Buropean integration in process, Tar-
dily, end long after the Government of EHuzkadi (the Basgue Country), in the light of
the opinions to which it is wedded, had, 2ifteen years earlier, associated itself
with the task of creating ar uni ted democratic and free Burope, Franco's Government
appealed for preparations to be made for the incorporation of Spain in the Eunropsan
Economic Community, 2z fruit of the activity in which we have been consiantly involwved
in the nsme of the Basgues, That the admigeion of Franco's Spain in a Europe barn to
pretent any oivil 'war between Buropeans and to impede any reintroduction of toinli-
tarieniem in whatever form, with its array of institutions which affront Humanity
howevenéamouflaged under the guise of M"national resvolution®, might be an impudent act
of treason against Hurope's own programme does not appear to have passed through
the mind of thes«Prenco Government whern it made its demand. Psrhaps the inteniion
is to present a purely external appenrsne %o show that the present Franco system is
adapted to the political formulae of demoeracy. Perhaps some of the reforms in
the economic ‘sphere are intended to achiasve the same objeet, We all know, never-
theless, that, et bottom, no purely evolutionary process in Fresnquism can produce
any real step towards the defence of the frecdom of man, towa'rds his participation
as ‘such in the exercise of political power (universal £free suffrage, for exampls),
or tows rds the recognition and lidberation of natural communities -—and, therefore,
of the Basques, ;

To bring sbout the liquidation of this regime without any.cepression'of
economic levels and also without the recrudescence of a.one-party systenm, the
Basque Government is continuing its struggle alongside the democratic political .
movements and the fres tr&dﬁ unions operating inside the Spanxsh State. This is
the normal merch of the liberation of the country along the paths of peace,

Basing itself on the will 62 the Basque Country and in its role as the le-—
gal political institution which represents _it, your Goveemment continues to beg of
you your collaboration end your help, as you have given it in the past, with those
means which are indispensable for its task., We must, of course, count for the pur-
pose on your discipline,

Until the dey, which I believe is not far off, in which jdur own, freely
expressed will determine the paths along which Buskadi will move and find its own
destiny, in full harmony with the precepts of liberty whioh have been our inheritance
since time immemorial and which were symbolised with i%s trees and its broken chains,
with arms raised in the defence of justice on the coats of arms of what were until
less than one century and & half ago, the Basgue Steates,

i 26 December 1962
The President of the Government of BEuzkadi
Jesus Ma, de Leizaolsa .
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A PRIEST JUDGED IN SAN SEBASTTAN (BASGUE OOUNTRY)

San Sebastian (OPE).—~ The judgement pronounced by the Criminal Court

is as follows:

"In the City of San Sebastian,
on the fiftesnth of December

one thousand nine hundred and
‘sixty—two,

Hearing in oral and publiec judgment of csse number thirty—=six in
the year one thousand ninehandred and ‘sixty—two, followed by contesnmpt anl
by urgent proeésdings agaiast whe defendents; Don ¥emesio Hchanis Aramisrri,
aged sixty—two years, 'son of Jose Huts and Meria Antonia, born in Agzeoitie
and resident in San Sebsstian, of bmohelor shatus, with instruction; by
Profession, priesi; no arininal antacadents; of good conducr; having provi-—
sional liberty for this reason, the parties thersto being the Fiscal Minie-
bry .and the said defendant rerrosented Ly the Procuraitor D, Luis Haria Saez
de Heredie y Butron, the chairman being the Magiastrate Don Manuel ifecicior
¥ Reparas.

FIRSTLY: It having been proven, and so dsclared, that the defendant Don lieme—
sio Mechanis Arvambarri, frieut, iﬁmicilad in this City, addressed to Eis Hxcex"
lleney the Governer of #he Provines, Don Hlannel Valeneia Remon,; the lebter
which is enclosed in the Follo of the Indictment, sccompanied by the written
note which appears in the fuﬂio following the same, both manuserizds belnz
deted the twentieth day of Sspiember in the year one thousand ninehundred and
‘sixty-one, the Pirst of which sbates, in fts text, in literal form as followa:
"Your Excellenecy: It is possible that it may prove... (entire text follows),.*

And the second menuscripi being of the following literel temor: MYeus Hzos’lun -

ey: Your predecgssor ..," both manuseripive having been written, signed and
endorsed by the person who is 4 day the dafendand, These writings, tegstheyr
with the letier which shall le transsoribed later, appesred in itrenspripiion
in issue number sgven relating to Janugry one thousend ninshundred and sixty—
two of the priodical ®Gudarim puhlisheﬁ-in Caracas, Venezuela; the defendant
tleads that he is not .aware how such letters could have reathed the editorial
offices of the said pubifcaaion; that he did no more then to give the seripts,
in the form of a copy, to some intimate friend to read, all of this in confi-
dence. That the aforementioned letter, mlso addressed to His Excellency the
Civil Governor and dsted the fifteenth day of November one thousand ninehundred
and ‘sixty—one, contained a text of the following literal temor: "I have
left..o"™ No proof is avamlable as to how these letters reashed the editorial
offices of the periodical in Caracas in which they were published. To the
first of the said letters, and apparéntly to another addressed to him by the
defendant, his BExcellency the Civil Governor mace reply with his two lestters
appearing in the Roll dated the eighteenth day of October and twenty-ninth
day of December one thousand ninehundrec and sixiy—one, in the first of
which, among other things, the Governor denied allegations of Police maltreat-
ment. ;

SECONDLY: The Fiscal Ministry's definitive conclusions having resulied in tids
deeds under process being considered as constituting an offencs of coniemat
as contained in Article 240, Paragraph the First, and punished as in Paragraph
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the Second of the Penal Code, and the aforesaid accused, Don Nemesio
BEchaniz Arsmbarri, being considered responsible for the same, without the
presence of circumstances mitigating criminal responeibility, demanded that
there be imposed upon him the sentences of six months and one day of sin-
ple imprisonmnt and a fine of 2,500 pesetas, with legal incidentals and
costs,

THIRDLY: The legal representative of the acoused having produced in his
equally definitive oconclusions which accompany the letters contasined in
the roll eloguent evidence that His Excellency the Civil Governor d4id not
consider that the conceplis published by the defendant in his writings
should constitute contemph; and nnnaiﬁaring elso that in such writings,
which obeyed strictly ascerdeotal moiives, there was nothing which might in
law be gqualified as ocalumny, miachief or threat; and, affirming that the !
defendant had no knowledge &3 to how the letters came to be published in
the periodicel in question; considsersd that the deeds did not oonstituh
any offence, wherefore he demanced the acquitial of the defenapnt.

FIRSTLY: In consideration that ths deede which have been found proven
constitute an offence of contempt against Authority, as provided for in
Paragraph the Pirst of Artiols 240 of the Penal Code and to be punished
according to the following Paragraph; and given that the gontext of save-
ral phrases reguires their being fransd within the Fourth of Article 460

of the aforesaid Code; snd thers savpaaring alsc from their '‘selfsame contént
the essential and deliberats intent of contsmpt- and disoredit for the
person and Authority of His Hxeellency the Governor,

SECONDLY: 1In consideration that the accused, Don Nemesio Agepito Dchani=
Arambarri, is oriminally raesponsible for the said offence in concept of
author thereof by reason of the direoct, material and veluntary participst!
which bhe had in its performance.

THIRDLY: In consideration that the ocommi'ssion of the said offence atira-is
no mitigating cirecumstancss of criminal responsibility.

FOURTELY: In oconsideration that the cost of proceedings are understood to
be imposed by law upon bhose criminally responsible for an offence.
> iy
In view of the Articles cited and those of 1, 8, 12, 14, 27, 20,
88, 47, 48, 49, 58, 61, 78, 109, 110 of the Pensl Code and 141, 289 to 241,

741 and 742 of the law of cniminal Ju&iclal Proceadinga.

OUR FIRDINGS'ARE. That we must sentence ahd do sentence the aceused,
Don Nemesio Agapito Hchaniz Arambarri, as responsible anthor of an offence
osicnntempt for Authority, withouit presence of cirsoumastancas to mitigate
minal responsibilisy, to the terms of 8ix monibs and one day of simple
imprisonment and s fine of two thousand _f.ivnh_;_unﬂrbad. pesctas, with accessory
Suspension from all public office, profession, %trade and right of suffrage
for the duration of the term of the senteace being subject to the event of
non-pavment 0? the fine to ancillary personal liability to one month's deten—
tion in lieu thereof, and to the payment of the costs of proceedings, We'
do declare the ‘Solvenocy of the prisoner, approving the wearrant whioch to :uis
end was issued by the Instructing Tribunal under ‘date 28 February 1862.
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Let +this sentence be notified to the Ordinary of this place,
as provided for by Paragraph the Fifth of Number Four of Article XVI o7
the Concordat with the Holy See of the twentyseventh day of August one
thousand nine hundred and fifty—three,

Thus for this our sentence, certification of whieh shall be
joined to the roll of the Court, we do pronounce it, command it and do
‘sign,

St BB e P e BT B

TEE "CATHOLIC HERALD" AND FRANCO'S BPAIN
Towards the end of 1962 the "Catholio Herald" published a serioss of arhi-

cles exemining the Franco regime in Spain As a consequence, a number of letters wer:

addressed to the paper. This correspondencs is now reproduced helow,

The Labour Party addressed a letter to the "Catholic Herald" for ;nrpoer
of correction, but the London weekly suppressed a part of i%. The completbte lelier 1.
also reproduced below, That part of it which was not printed for its readers is sa-
out in italiec,

Don Manuel de Irujo sent four letters to the "Catholic Hereld" replying fo
points raised in the articles, Not one of these four was published, The editer of
the paper replied to the first two, suggestiing the form in which the rectilicazions
might be set out and published, We are publishing here the four lastters of correc—
tion together with the two received from the Editor, As the "Uatholic Herald" relfu-—
sed to admit the fact of the trjal of & priest in San Sehastian,we arz printin_ in
this bulletin a literal translation of tHe judgment passed in the caaze,

; Don Inaki de Aspiagu, a Basgue priest domiciled in Bayonne and atteched
to the Cathedral church there, also wrote %o te "Catholic Herald!, His letter has
no been answered, Nor has it been published, It is given as the last of the lo-
tters, the text of which we reproduce here, to illusirate the conduct of the " ja—
tholic Herald", For the rest%, the reader may jndge for himself,

The Editor,

The CATHOLIC HERALD, 27+h November, 1962,
87 Flgat Street,

London, E,C.4

Sir,

The first of your series of articles by Hugh Kay under the heading,

"Spain in Trensition", will come as a2 ‘surprise and a disappointment to
those, including many Catholics inside and outside Spain who have been
following "events in that country, Certainly the first article smacks too
much of an apologia — for which on dount General Pranco”s Qgvernment will
feel muoh indebted., Of course the "left" has heen eritionl of svents in
Spain but not, 'as you suggest, for any reasons of racial antagonisn but
because we believe in the demucratic form of soeieby. Of course we look
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differently on Germany and Japan — those countries durned their backs on
di etatorship end followed the course of democracy,

Since there were reference in the article to the British Labour
Party perhaps you would permit me to meke three points, all concerning the
position of workers in Snaing:

(1) It is a complete travesty of the facts to refer %o the
"Communist" U.G.7. The U.G.T., or Genersl Union of Workers is
a power;ullv anti=Communi-st body. They and their political
wing, the Spanish Socialist Perty (P.S.0.E.) have refused to
co—operate with the sctivities of the Communists in Spain and
have remained leoyal members of the International Confederasicn
of ¥Free Trade Unions.

(2) The Spanish Socislist Party is of course different £rom
the British Labour Party, for it is operating within a totali-
tarian system in which political pariies are illegal; but is,
with the British Liabour Party and other demoeratic '‘socialist
parties, affiliated to the Socialist International, of whieh
Bugh Gaitskell ie Vioe-Cheirman,

T% 48 'sheer nonsense to describe the Psriy and ita coura-
geous members as M"essentially violeat". To accept this fantlasy
is to fall completaly for France's theory that the resl democratis
are not ihose who are struggling for freedom, but those who are
oppressing legitinate opposition, Last week in Medrid a wiliteacry
tribunal pesazed sentences ranging from eleven years to three
years on two groups of trade unionists of the C. N.T. 'for no grea—
ter erims than that they dsred to meet togoether and to dishribu-
te leaflebs calling for a free trade union movement, How far has
Mr, Key's liberalisstioh gone 7.

(8) In cass your guotation from one of the Labour lMembers of
Parliament who has visited Spain should give an impraasion that
the British Labour Party is impressed by the liberalism of the
Spanish Government, or its trade union movement, let me guote
from & statemsnt made by Mr. Len Williams, the General Secreta-—
ry of the Psrty on 20%th June this year. He condemned "the mea—
‘sures of repression and intimidation" taken against the workers
who went on strike for higher wages and better working conditions,
and expressed solidarity with those who were Wdemanding the libe—
ralisation and democratisation of their country's social and po-
litical institutions™, \

I shall look forward with interest to the remaining articles in
this series,

Yours etec,

David Ennals

Secretary, Spanish Demoerats Defence
Committee,




Liondon Bnd Jenuary, 1863

The Editor "CATHOLIC HERALD"
87, Fleet Street
London B.C. 4

Sir,

The "Catholic Hersald! has rerently published =a series of ari—
cles on the Pranco regime in Spain from a Catholie wviewpoint, The overall
picture is objetive, The guestions are wdll chosen.

But there is, perhaps, ocne cornsideration, as there is one guss+
tion, which is missing; thes conmaslderaiion and the guest ion stated by Father
H. Baguer in "La Rewvue d'Histoire Heclesiastigue de Louvain®, Vol, LVIT,
No.2, of 1g82. The Spanish Civil War, with all its crimes, its rancours,
its heroisms, its idealiswa, its half-aniliion dead, took place between
1986 and 1039, In its course there was unloashed a religious persecution
without precedent in mhdern history, Why ¥ ' How to explain the fact 7.

: In Spanish universitisas evolution is musch preferred to revelu-
tion, I% is & sensible preference, But St. Thomas considered it ilicit for
a tyrent to be destroyed when there is no other means of securing fresdon
from a tyranny which has become intolerable., ind after him, svery philoso-
pher whose work has been of any consagusnce has upheld the same philosophy
theory, It has been upheld, %tod, perhaps even more firmly than by the thin-
kers, by peoples, If Mz, Kay will re-ezamine human history, he will £ind
exnmplég. Man will alwapys prefer evolution without viclence lo evelution
with bloodshed, Recourse to violsnce occurs only whsre thers iIs no remedy,
Twenty-five years of persounnsl, totalitarien dichbatorship would appsar to
underlina the idse that there is no other remedy,

Bveryone in Spain is losking to the Common larited, A truth indsed,
Some want the Common Market, s&s they want thg Auericen bases, te help con-
solidate the Franco ragims, Ofhsers want the Common Markel bevauss 13t would
offer entry for Syain into Burope, with all the adventages which such a
move would promise, just as they are prepared to accept the American hases
in order that Spain might joint the Atlantic Treaiy as a natural conseguen—

ce of the solidarity of Western democracy.

Mr, Kay says that there is an element in Spain which hopes for
the disappeatance of the Franco regime and its replacement by a democraiic
regime. This, too, is true. Those who belong to this fraction inelude men
who fought the war under Republican f£laga, with their ‘sons and their grand-
‘sons; &s do elso a very considerahle number of those who fought under Ge-
neral Franco, on the admission of Senor Ridruejo, one of the composers of
the Hymn of the Falange HEspanolsa, :

Only one thing is lacking in Mr. Kay's assertion on this point: ¢
that this fraction consists of the vast majority of Spaniards, That is why
Pranco will not comsult it in free elections,

Mr, Kay'says that the youth of Spain is becoming impatient with
the monolithic nature of the regime, Such impatience Is, perhaps, a poor
refilexion of the realities. On December 12th there was heard at San Sebas-
tian Assizes a case against a priest, Father Bchaniz, sho was charged




with registering s protest because the police had inflicted the most bar—
narous tortures on a considerable number of such impatient young men,

Several hundred priests attended the hearing, thus demonstrating
their soliderity with an sceused, who had mefely preached the gospel, Tith
these priests there went also 'several hundred more impatient young men,

The hearing was hehind closed doors, No-one was allowed in the
public seats, Highteen of the impatient young men were. taken by the noto-
rious Colonel Eymar to HMadrid, where they were subjected .to savage hestings
and brought before & military tribunal on December pist., Lest Mr Kay have
any doubts, allow me.to give the ‘surnames of the impatient young men in
gquestion: Angiosar, Etchaburu, Gorrochategui, Iriarte, Labaka, Lakuests,
Leassa, Narbaisa, Olaskoaga, Beobide,: Treku, Kepada, Arrieta, Goikosichss,
Albizu, Asursa, Arzubialds and Betelu, All these young men are menbers
of their erspective parish youth groups, All of them preciising Catholics
and splendid young men., But, of course, impatient young men,

o

The artioles you have published have referred to the great digni-
ty of the strikes. Mr, Xey has every rosson to write thus on those evenis.
But the dignity if, pernaps, best assessed when it is appraciated that %o
go on strike is an ogfence wgainst Publiec Order, as ‘defined in Artiecle 2 o
the Publiec Order Law of 30th July 1959; Article 222 of the Penal Code o=
28rd., December 1944 declares it an act of Bedition; and Article 2 df Dseres
of WAst September 19680 proelaims ‘i't an act of Military Rebellion,

A ‘striker can be 'sentenced to twentiy years'! imprisonment for the
mere fact of being a strPrer, The Governmenit can fine him in & sum which
he would have no hops of paying in a whole lifetime, It cen deport him to
a place where ¢ can get no woprk vand where he can dlie of hunger, Hr. Hay
will have appreciated that these svents do indeed cell for serenitiy of 25—
servation, It is not surprising that he noted it during the recent sirikas,
when the Government did not disdain to use the powers it has placged in its
hands for applicaetion at its imperious will,

If anyone told the Spaniards that he was going to'El Pardo to ask
for changes in the system of government, half .Spain would follow him, That,
agsin, is an soute observation by Mr. Ksy. But I should 1ikk to offer e pic—
ture of how this half of Spain would continue on arrival st El Pardo, Mr.Kay:
will doubtless recall the delightful scenewhen two military detachments met
on a Ngrman field in the Fourteenth Century. The leader of* the English de<: -
tachment invited his French opposite number to fire first. Not to be outdone
in gallantry, the leader of the French detachment said, "After you, Messieurs
les Anglais", I would dare to say to Mr. Kay that if ke has ever nurtured the
thought that this splendid Anglo-French performance might be repeated at Hl
Pardo, he cen discard it as fallaocious,

.

There are ‘some other things T should like to say to Mr. Kay thréugh’
your columns, But I have already written at inordinate length and I may,
perhaps, be mllowed to return to your hospitality on a future occasion.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully
Manuel de Irujo
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CATEOLIC HERALD
87, Fleet Street
London B.C. 4

4 Jenuary 19638

Dear Mr. de Irujo:

Thenk you for your letter concerning our articles on Bpain., I wouls
be quite happy to publish your views but I would be very grateful if yov
could present them in 2 more informative and factual way. I thinl thet
first page of your original letter is entirely irrelevent., T would be in-
elined to 'start with page 2 but here I would like you to be more prescise
in the facts that you prdsent, In particuler, I am referring tc ihe courst
case concerning Fr. Bechenis, I would be interested to know what the & » o
you mention were charged with 2t the military tribunal, I would also like
you to verify that the priest's trial was et the San Sebastian Asd¥iges.
According to our information, priests do not go bafore £ssige courts un-
less on the most grave charges,

You make rather general siatements =such as. that the "vast majoricy
of Spaniardd" oppose Gensral Franco—= but give no’ mupporting svidsnce Zou
making them. If you could be more specifio about the statements yof ncis,
I would be very glad to publish & letter from you. I am enclosing your

"letter for your refersnce if necessary,

Yours sincerely,

Deamond PFisher
(signed)
Editor

Mr., Manuel de Irujo
Basque Delsgation
89 Viectoria Streei
London 8W 1

* %k * ® X K %

London 7th January, 1963

The Editor "CATHOLIC HERALD"
87, Fleet Straet
London EC 4

Sir,

You were good enough recent:ly to publish & letter of mine in which
I commented on the first artieles about Spein by Mr. Xay. I should now
Like to make some observations on ‘some of the later articles in the series,

The functionaries of @Gsneral Pranco's Government told Mr, Kay that
Jose Marie Gil Robles and Dionisio Ridruejo are not Communists. They told
him the truth., If only ell elss that the good functionaries of General
Franco's Government told had been us true as this., And yet the truth told
by them was only a half-truth, Let me tell 114, EKay the other half of tho
truth, @il Robles and Ridruejo, like the vast majority of all democrats,
are more anti-Communist than they are anti+Franco,
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Mr, Kay has deplored the tendeney in Zenersl Franco's Governament %o
call everyone who is a demoecrat, a Communist. The observation is correcs,
but not complete, either, To complete it one must bear in mind that the
Government of General Franco and Communism have a common slogan: "Fran—
guism or Communisnm". Hach of them exploits the slogan from its own an la.
But it remains a faet that both exploit ii, Between them they establish
the pendulsar system of politiecal polarization by virtue of which the in-
termediate situations tend %o be attrezcted to one of the extremes. Thus
the most efficacious propaganda of Communisn lies ip the continustion i
the Franco regime.

Next best in the propagaqda aid to Communism is that provided by
Korth American poliey, The American bases in Spain have made more Commu-—
nists then Stalin and Khruschev together, None of us who lived in thess
1sl&mda during World War II has forgotten the intreoduction made by Chursbill
of the new allies of democracy the Sovist Russians under Stalin. My frionis
are the enemies of will not need to make any greay effort to accspt ihat
this way of thinking is not exclusive to Mr, Churchill, If he has any
doubts on this score, I would advise him to consider his doubte as the out-

come of bad thinking.

In studying the danger of Communism in Spain,as is the case in the
study of most other Snanish problems, foreigners are too muen given o
making for Madrid, as if Madrid reflscted the rest qf Spain. It docan'w
The people of Galicias and Cagslonis, the Basques and the Castillians 4if-
fer as much between themselves as the Seots, the Irish, the Bwedes, the
Dutech and the French., Like all others who approach these problems of Spain
Mr, Kay should alwaye renember that the possibility of Commumnisil pancira-
tion in Spain is in invenrse ratio to the personsl guality of the aoBn i
Thus, for example, +to thinl that Communism can draw on a vast £ol
Catalonia or ths Basgue Countery e to dwell in the realm of éi 1ation.
The quality of the peopls is thv hest protection ageimnsv Communis

itowing in

Franco has revoked the autonomous statutes of Catalonia end the RBasgue
country, He has thrown into the washepeper basket the results ofi the ple-—
blisgite in Galicia; he has forbidden the examination of the results of
those held in Aragon, Velenecis and Andalucia. And yet, &¥ery sutonomous
statute in Spairn is an antidote to Communism, a much stronger one than any
number of armoured divisions or nuclear warfare units,

One of the advantages which democracy has qyer.the regime of General
Franco is this: +that democraecy and auntonomy, in substance, mean the same
thing in Spain, where democrats would extend the Rights of Man to indivi-
duals and to pecples. Only one proﬁiem would arise: the limit to which
political asutonomy might stretch. Thé principle of autonomy itself would
never be in doubt in such a democracy. The policy of the Frando regine
on the other hand, tends to cause renascent movements amongthe dif ferent
peoples to become separatist and inclinel towards direct, revolutionary
aetion, This is, perhaps, the:surest way of helping Communist designs.
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To mention Jose Luis Aranguren as one the alements of philoso-

phic opposition to the regime is sccurate. To cite Ruiz Gimenes, a for-
mer Minister, in the same category is srguable, though not wholly outra—
geous. But I hope that Mr., Kay will forgive me £f I say that the namse
Martint Artajo as an opponent of the regime is nonsensical,T myself had

to reply, in the Jesuit periodical "America", to a propaganda article writ-
ten by Martin Artajo in which the truth had been manifestly turned inside

out. Thet article was wriftten in the cause of the Franco regime,

There was a reply to my own article in the same review, nod by
Martin Artajo, but from the same chair, by the eurrent Minister of In-
formation, Senor Fragas Iriharne, who seems %0 be most admirable to Mp,H=y.
Tt can be said for Martin Arfsajo that he always had certain respecti for
his own signature. On this particular inmstance the same thing cannot be
said for Frega Iriharne, as will be appreeiated by reading his artiecle,

Ten per cent of the populetion of Spain is thg proportion allowsad
to the agregate of Socialists, Anarchisis, Communists and "Cestrists",
Mr. Kay will, perhaps, permit mo to ask where the key for this calenlation
was Pfound, One could say how many socialists there were in Spain in 1930,
because they vot=2d freely at the elections. But is there today eny oher-

y

ver capable of establishing how many Socielists there are in S8pain now 7.

Why, too, heap together Scoialisys, Anarchists, Communists hand
"Castristen . The Socialists are Social=Democrats and of the Weat, The
Anarchists are above .8ll, anti=Communistis. The Sosialists are not theore-
tically dediceted to direct sciion; the Anarchistis ars, The former asgsl
socialization of the economy; the latter, syndicalisation., The only thing
the Communists want is to be at the command of Russia,

In the 'specific order of things, what heve these organisations in
eommon, that the Catholic weekly in question shonld lump then together, as
if they belonged to ithe seame msssP., By what rignt would anyone feek to
measure by the same standard Moessrs, Churechill, Roosevalt, and Btelin, me-
rely becanse all three were in conflict with Hitler 7.

There are a number of other points in M», Kay's articles which
call for comment. Perhaps you will allow me to deal with them on some other
ooccasion,

I am, Sip,
Yours faithfully,

Manuel de Irujo

* ¥ ¥ ¥ % % X

CATHOLIC HERALD
67, Fleet Btreet
London EB.@, 4

8 January, 1963

" Dear Mr. de Irujo,

I have already returned your first letter in which you comment on
Hugh Kay's articles on Spain. Yesterday I received a second letter which
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opens with the ‘sentence thanking us for publishing your first one., I

should just like to stress again that I would like you to re-write the
first letter and I will hold the second one for the moment, although I
feel that it is also far too long and verboss, :

I would indeed be grateful if you could condense all your criti-
cism into one short lsiter which would be more to the point than the
c crrespaondence I have received so far, ' ’

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely

Deamond Pishsr
RBditor

* x ok kK Ok %

12th January, 1863

The Bditor "CATHOLIC HERALDY
87, Fleet Street
London E.C., 4

Sir,

{0 make some further comments on the se-

I "‘shoulad like, 1L I mey,
s Bpaein whiech appeared recently in wyour

ries of artiecles about Mrance
periodical,

Mr. Kay has given sn sxaob 3 ceount of thé explanstion given by the
Franco Government of the telegram despasteled by Cardinal Montini in his bid
to save the 1ifs of & terrorisl charged with plaeing a bomb in a publice
square, A Catholic newspaper may, perheaps, wish to have the Cardinal's own
explanation.

The Cardimal '‘sought %o save & human life 'and suceeded in doing s
at the cost of Castiella, the Foreign Minister, saying of him thet he had
burnt his fingers. Some light mey, perhaps, be thrown on the affair by
the guip which gained currency in the lobbies of the Vetican Council about
the telegram and its effeots., Some Roman humorist declarsd that Cardinals
could be divided into itwo'classes: +the "ultramontani" and the "uliramon—
tini", The first category consists of the ‘supporters of the Inguisition
in any of its forma, and the second of the liberals, who, in trying'jo save
human 1life, are guite cepable of burning their fingens;

That the intellectuals and the workers are desirious of enjoying
more liberty is a fact well observed by Mr., Kay. T must, however, say
that 'I am . made to mervel atchome of the points in Mr. Kay's smple work,
He has written at length ahout the Civil War and its consequenass. Bui
it dges not seem to oeceur to him a+%t eny 4ime 40 give a thought to this
first principle: whether the War was a just war, Tf it was not a jJust
war, everything connected with its precipitation and its prosecution
was a 'sin, T k¥now of not one single theologist of consequence who, on-
setting out to study a situatied arising from & war, does not ask himself
that first qus'stion. That the protlem should be spoofed by anyone
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directly or indirectly linked with the Franco Regime is perfectly natu-
rel, But this cannot, sursly, be the attitude adopted by & British Ca-
tholic weekly,

Po assert, &s Mr, XKey does, that the judiolary in 2 totaliterian
regime enjoys absolute independence in meking judgments, seeme to me to
be as rash as the erection of & horizontal infrastructure within & ver-
tioal totalitarian 'system: +the hope, as the paper has it, for tomorrow.

Every Spanish judge had instruetions to treat as rebele in the
Civil Wer precisely those who were no% rebels, This instruction has been
enforoed to the letter, end i{ has cost the lives of thousands of men
before firing squade, Much imagination is needed to regard s= independent,
Jjudges who swallow a windmill withowut choking.,

If one of them should dare to think for himself and resolve the
problem of oconscience for himsel?, as d4id Sr, Senchez Movellan, President
of the Victoria Court, he would find himselZ, as this truly independent
judge did, remdved from the bench, In this case it wes merely a matter
of not having sentenced a number of strikers as the Govermment would have
wished him %o have donse,

Hes the Preass full freedom to report and discuss everything and
eanything ?. What Mr, Xey really mesns to say is that, despite this
freedom of which he writes, the oclfimate is such as to discourage publi-
cation of anything which might upset the Government, It seems all the
same to me, Don Nemesio Bechaniz, & priest from the provinee of Guipuzcos,
haes just been sentenced to six months and one day's imprisonment in the
first division because he dared to denounes the torture to whieh prison-—
bers had been subjected, The trial was followed with great interest by
the elerdy, by infalleatuaEs and by workers, .Curiously enough, it is the
Press which has betrdyed no interest in tho matter, :

Not one line was given %o the many and highly significant inciﬁénts
connected with 1t, . - b

Mr, Kay publishes figures given to him by General Franco's Minis-
ter of Justice: 1,350 political prisoners; 450 sirikers detained; and
three prominent persons subjected to sanctions for sttend¥ng the Munich
meeting, It is a great pity that he does not add the number of persons
deported 4in connexion with the strikes, For if they are in fact so very
few, how could publication of the data possibly injure General Franco's
Government. It is not, of course, the responsability of Mr, Kay that E
Mintster might have told him this or that. But it might perhaps, be pru-
dent, once again, to verify the figures by other than official processes
before guoting them, I shall refer here to only one of the groupe men—
$ioned; the three men punished for having gone to iunich, Following pu-
blication of the articles in the "Catholic Herald®, Benores Casals,Prietoy
Pons, Cavero and Navarro have been amnistied from their deportation to the
Genary Islands, Deportees still in the Canaries are Senores Satrustoegui,
Alvarez Mirenda, Miralles and Barros de Lis, In Switzerlsnd, France,
Belgium, Luxemburg end Jlexico are to be found Senorrs Gil Robles,Ridrvefo,
Prades Arrarte, Infante, Cembrero, Baeza, Alonso, Ventura, Suares,Carreno,
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Ruiz, Navarro, Fernandes Castro and Martin Zaro, Mr., Kay will ‘see how

eddectively the Minister pulled his leg and caussed the readers of the
Catholic Herald to be $ll-informed,

General Franco has dealsred his intention to 4imstall Don Juan
Carlos de Borbon on the Throne, Mr, Xay says., Unless Franco himself $o0ld
Mr. Key, we know nothing of this declared intemsion; no trece of such
‘sbatement is to he found in the records, If, in fact, Franco has said
anything st all, it was wholly to the contrary.

That the position of Protestants in Spain will change, 18 self-
evident, It will ehsnge when the regime changes, hecsuse demoocracy will
give honest ap..lication to the Rights of Man.

Mr, Kay is not very fair with the Basque clergy.He nust sllow me
to say ‘'so, He is, moreover, badly informed, It is not trus thet the state-
ment of the 83¢ Basgue priests was insgpired by the Vitoria seminary.lore
than’eighty per cent of the ‘signatures belong %o the dioceses of Bilbao and
San Sebastian; and only twenty per ocent %o ths dioceses of Vitoris and Pam—
rlona, Someone must have told Mz. Kay something about the Vitoria Seninary
before the division was mace of dinceses. At The present time every diogese
has its own seminary, and often iwo.

It i8 not true that the priests'signatures werse illegible, The
Bishops were so well shle to read them that they summoned the signatories ta
~appear before their Court %o ask yhem their reasons for signing the document,
Let Mr. Kay note the 74 transfers imposed by the Bishop of Bilbeo on 74 of
his priests, There is no reuson %o doubt that ths Bishop of Bilbao had eany
difficulty in reading the aignatures., Nor is there any element of dpudbt sboutb
the transfers, They heve been notified in the Offieisal Bulkletin of the
Bishopric, I don't suppose that anyone will begdin %o think thati the prie¥ts
who were punished suffered on aceount of having repudiated their signatures.

It is obvious that the Basgue priests live in contsot with the peprls,
That the corporeal feeling of the Bssgue country scts within them, is not in
doubt., That these priests mantsin con%act with the entire population of the
Basque country, without distinection of creed or religious favour, honours
them; their conduct obeys the instructions of Pope John XXIII; and it is a
practise to which Mons, Heenan, Archbishon of Liverpcol, referred in his fa—
mous Pastoral Letter when he asked Catholics to unite with those not of the
faith to work for the well-being of the community &s a2 whole, in social ser—
vices, in trade unions and in political partiies, whereever Cstholics might se&,
an example of communal poliey,

But why does Mr. Kay call them separatists ?. What would French-—
speaking Canadians think of the "Catholic Herald" if your newspaper should
attack its clergy because they live in close coppunion with their people,as
much French—=speaking ss the slergy ?. And what does he think that our.
clergy and all Basgues will think of the MCatholic Herald™ in the columns
of which it was asserted thet Gaernice had been burned down by the Basques
and which has not yet had time to rectify that piede of mendacious propa—
ganda by General Franco %.

= I am, Sir, Yours faithfully

Manuel de Irujo
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The Zditor "CATHOLIC HERALD"
87, Fleet Street
London E.C., 4

S8ir, ‘

I have written to you & nuunber of letters setiing out in exten-—-
so my commonts on Mr, Huwgh Kay's series of articles on Franco's Spein,
and I am now taking up your invitation to submit ny pointe in condensed
form, .

The evolution of any totalitarien suiporecy such as that in
Spain cannot be eoxchanged for demacracy unleszs the sulocracy ceases to
exist,

Phe ‘substitnution of Genaersl Frenoco by the Count of Barcelona in
such & way that, to gnote dsneral Franco himself, "the Movement shall’
follow the Movement", resclves nothing.

With the notabls sxcspiion of the Communists, everyone in Spain
wents the country %o jofin the Commgr Markei. The demccrats went the na—
tion to enter this Huropesn movements; the Francuiats hope that the regime
4tself should join, so that it ocould gontinue to impose itself on the
country with the full support of Europe.

It he Spanish pecple enjoyed sny freedom, the vast majority
would vote for a democraey.

To deny %o Gpein her sbility %o follow the paths of demooracy
whioch are being opened to African negroes only recently emerged from ths
Jungle, is an extraordinary contradioction. }

No Tribunsls of Justice can be indepsndent under any awfocratic
regime, and this is, of course, the ocase in Spain, The fact that thousands
of court sentences on grownds of milidtary rehellion have been visited on
those who did not rebsl against the TGovernmsnt of the Rerubliom is unde-
niable in good faith., Spanish judges snd magistrates are, for the most
part, both competent and honest, Such litigation as is not influenced by
the regime, produces fair judgmeni, In cases where the regime is inte-
rested, this interest dictates the finding and 'sentence.

Freedem of the Press exists only in such matters as suit the
Government., On 12 December lasst a case wes heard in «3an Sebastian ageinst
the Basque priest, Don Nemesio Nchaniz, becsause hé had sddressed to the
Governor a protest agasinst tortures and other excesses against prisoners.
HEundreds of priests sounght to attend the hearing of the case; but it
was heard behind closed doors, with a comsiderable cordon of pglice ensu-—
ring isolation and secrecy. Spein is the only country in the world in
which the Police are mobilised against priests. Senor Hechaniz was senten—
sed to imprisonment for six months and one day and a fine of 2,500 pese—
tas, Bverybody in San Sebastian knew and took notice of it —with the
exception of the Press, Such is the freedom of the Press in Speain.
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Colonel Eymar, chief of the Brigade whioh =pecialises in the
spplication of tortures, and instructing judge with Jurisdiction throu-
ghont Spain, took eighteen young Besgues to Madrid as prisoners,The Jocuct
Martial against then openad on %1 December and was adjourned on the supc
day for fubther hearing on 11 jJsnnary, when Mr, Ernest Davies, reprassn-
ting the Parliamentary Lebour Party, snd other foreign observara arrived
in Madpid., Ko mantion of this was made in the Press, Such is the fresion
of the Press in Byain us echoed in the "Catholie Herald",

Striking one of the Rights of Man, is & crime asgainst ®Public Cr-
der® in S8Spain; i3 i3 "dedidtion" or "Rebelion®, as the Governmeni naj
de, a orime punished with as meny years' imprisonment sz the Governmentd
itself may deofde; anysthing bebwesn thrity days snd thirty years, I have
cited the relevant statutes in my =arlier letter, I ocannct be more conci-
sBe,

The Spanish democrsts who opposs General Franco and his regines
-Christian democrats, Socislista, Republicana, Liberals and Autonomisia-
are &s much anti—-Communist &2 anti-Franguist. This character is clearly
'shown by the Government of bthe Republiie and the autonomous Goverument of
Catalonia and Huskadi [ths
ces, the BSyndical Allisnce, and the Spanish Pederal COouncil of the Jurc-
pean Hovement, which crganissd the well-lknown Munich congreéa. The effi-r
cacy of these Insiitutions and orgenisms may be open to guestion, buti !
their chareoter is nol to be held in doubt.

Baggue Counnizry), the Union of Demosratic For—

The renascent Movements which are gnerally referred Hto in Spain
as "Regionalist™, and which (atalans, Galicians, and Pasgues term "Netio-
nalist", conmstitnte 2 democratic, anii-Pranqguist and anti-Communist front,
& faet which sppears not io ka%a,bscﬂ spprensiated by the "Cathelic Herall:

8r. FPraga Iribarne has surprised people who dom't know hinm,Today
he surprises only those whe want 4o Ve surprised, He thought that o had
managed to persuade the International Commission of Jurists not to pu-
blish its findings on Spain. He failed in this effort, That is all,

Mr. Kay has chosen to enter the lists in support of the Goveranment
of General Franco to say of the report of the International Commission of
Jurists, that it is "inopportune'. We are more interested in it being
"true™ than "opportune®. We prefer to be regarded ss importunate beliovers
in the truth than opportunist liars, The report in guestion italIs the
Arnth, It 1s possible that Mr, Xay did not consider i{ "opporiune” to call
Trujillo an indecent tyrant when he was at ithe apogee of his power and
when certain prelates visited his country and enjoyed his favour for pious
ends, But surely and in truth, he ‘should have been termed an indecent ty—
rant in those days no less than today.

I+ is not true that the manifesto of the 839 Bssque priests carried
illegible signatures; that the signstories mace amends; and that the whole
thing was elaborated in the seminary of Vitoria. The priests in guesting
came from the four Basque dioceses, most of them from those of Hillhao and
San Sebastian, In their statement the Basque priests honour their status
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and that of the Basgque people equally., In all humility, but with comple—
te integrity, all the priests from the diocese of Vitoria confirmed this
4o their bishop when called by the diccesan tribunal to give a reason
for their signatures,

Mr. EKay ends by saying that & single ten-minute interview on
‘television with Sr., Castiella, the Spanish Toreign Minister, would trans-
form the image of BSpain which is held in Britain., Whs ezperimeni could
be made more complete by readinyg out some paragraphs of his work, "Rel-
vindicaciones de Espana', dated on the day of the armistiice imposed by
Eitler on France, in which Br, Castiells says of democracy in general,
of Britain, ¥rance and the United States in particular, that they were
lying "at the feet of the onrushing horses",

I am, Bir,
Yours falthfully

Manuel de Trujo

* W X X ¥ W

To the Editor
CATHOLIC HERALD
67 FPleet Btreet
London EC 4

Sir,

I have read in your periodicel z series of artioles on Spain
written by a Mr, Hay. ' '

I am a priest and am not, thersiore, oconcepnsd with aunthorts
politicel assessments. Bul ! de feel in Iuty bound %o correct some of
the errors which he has made in his refsrences to the Basque clergy who,
in the course of May 1960, addresssd = statement to their respective Bis-—
hops:

1, The statement was not drawn up at the Seminary in Vitoria,
This Seminary is not a separatist centre, The Bishop of
Vitoria would not permit this or any other political bias,
Not one of the Basque priest who 'signed the statement be-
long to the Sdminary. Certainly there was & book written by
three rriests which wes published witlh the ..ermission of
the Bishop end whick wae selzed by ths Police of the Franco
regime, 1%t was on the subject of =conomica, and it refe-
rred to the stabilisation plan. This fact of Ziisself is
evidence of the lack of fresdom of expression in Spain even
in such matters as publications authorised by the ecole-
siastical hierarchy.

2. The list of priests who signed the statzement was not
illegible. I2 proof of this be resguirsd, one need only
recall that the statement and the 'signatures were delive-—
red Yo the Bishops in person by a number of secular clegy
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and religious. Father Zubiaga, SJ, made the delivery to
the Bishop of San Sebastian; Father Querejeta, presbyter,
to the RBishop of Bilbhao,

The priests who signed the statement do not suseribe %o

any seperatist deolaration in the text, They do denouna:

the absence of civil liberties in Spain; the interven—
tion of the Executive Power in matters of justiee, the
unjust neture of penal legislation, and the use oi tor~
ture as an instrument of Police investigation. They add
that the Basgue people have become viciims of gsnoecide,
2 fact which has been given historical demonstration,
They affirm eultural rights in the face of the State,
Not onée of these propositions is of & sepriratist charae—
teor,

I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

Ignacio de Aspiasu
Priest of the Diocdse of Vitoria

* B E KK




