l. When ¥icel Castro came to power in Cuba five
yeare psgo he entered on a poliey of nationalisation
which left Spaniarde who resided there wilhout pro-
periy or capital. Their fortunes are, in simple
terms, reduced to whatever they can earn by their

‘@fforts in the future. Maiy ¢l liewve Gpanish

ens, whether uy reason of tucir age, or, in

| nature of their business, found themselves in a
gituation in which it wae injossible to engage then-
gelves in anything at all. Thus they returned to
Spain with une rescurces and, of course, no con cnsa-
tion. [Has the Spanisk Government done anything for
these people?

2. The economic policy of the Spanish Government
has produced among cther results, a scarcity of
sugar in Spain, certainly in the last two years.

The faet that it derives from an error of policy is
unargushble. It ie underlined by the fact that the
irrigation appliecd to hundreds of thousands of aecres
of land, a ¢laim much publicised by Franco's
Governuent, has brought abont thewe fiual vesulte:

In 1931: Total production of sugar .
beet .. 280’ million

metrie
quintals
. 1963: dit%o .e “.. "
" 1931: Ares under production «s 112,000 heotares
" 1963 ditte o« 144,000 »

And pince, in addition, the populaiion has grown by
mo:e than twenty-five per cent, the massive error in
agricul tursl-economic poliey hite the eye. A
searclity of sugar wae inevitacle,

. 9 Te desl with the shortege, Franco's Government
arranged to obtain sugar from the Cuban Government of
Fidel Castro. And now the total Upanish iuwports of
sugar from Cuba under this arrangement were valued, in
the firet six months of 1964 alone, at 22.36 million
dollars, as compared with 4.26 nillion dollars in the
corresponding period of the previous year. Thus it
gen be egtimsted that thé incressed cost for the

whole year of sugar imports Irow Cuba will have amounted
to 3% million dollars. A® wil. be seen later, Cuva
is paid for this sugar by Franco's Government on the
nail in dollars. The Spanisk vietims of Castro's
expropriations by decree get nothing out of the value
which Cestro gets for his sugar.

4. Under the same uUpanish-Ouban trude agrecuenis
which govern these sugar transactions, Cuba is asble to
obtain Cpanish exports on credit. In the second aud
third gquarters of 1964, Cuba appears to have been
getting from Spain ships to the value oif 2,074 miiliion
peoetae, Of this fotal she has been given long-terw
ialtzlnnnt facilities for the payment of 1,452 million
pesetas.



5. If these two operations are converted to terme
of dollars, it will be seen that the Franco Govern-
ment is engaged in transa¢ileas whereby Castro now
receives from the Lpanish CGovernment 69.5 million
dellars againet which there is immediately cffseet
only 10.37 million dollars, being that part of the
agsl not covered by the export ereditc grsnted by
Frapoo's Governwent ia respsct ol tue ships to be
dellivered to Cuba. Thus Franco, in nett terms,

is handing out 59.13 million dollars. This amounts
to 3,558 million pesetas.

6. As & tallpiece to this report of commerce it
may be of interest to note that letters sent out
from Cuba to Opain, Latin America, Franece, britain
and the world at large bear a postage staup showing
& five-pointed star, what looks like another heavély
body with a long tail - a symbol not difficult to
identify - with a hammer beneath, and underneath the
heavenly body, the bust of a bearded gentliewan whose
visege has hed ite faome since 1917. The star is
not the Star of bethlehea. tule Cuban seuup leaves
no-one¢ in doubt that its purpose is te inform the
whole world thut it is issued in commemoration of
the fortieth anniversary of the death of Lenin,
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