~ WB, THE UNDERSIGIED, heve read the report, *Informa-
tion on the Sltuation of the Psague Provinces under Rede
Separatist Eula¥, lasued by the Com:ission appointed by
the Rector of the University of Valledolid to investigate
conditions in the Pasgue Country under the JGovernment of
Bugkedl, ;

The meln conclusions of this report are thst the Co=
veroment of Hugkedl was anti-Cstholie, entlepatriotic snd
inhusan,

¥eo emphatlically assert thet these charges sgeinst
the Sovermnment of Zugkedl are untwue snd unjuat, end offer
balow an account of the position besed on our own observe-
tiona end experience i=

In the first plsce, the conduot of the Covernment of
Bugzkedl cennot e designeted es snti~Cetholiec, According
to 1ts constitutlion, the Goveroment of Buzked! iz & lay
suthority, as ls the Coverment of the Spsnish Republie,
by resason of its constitation,

Nis Excellesncy, the Presldent of the GCovernment of
Buzkedl, Don José Antonlo de Agulrrye y lekube, on taking
office es Fresident unier the Tree of Guernice, swore the
following tredlitlionel formletw

“Jsungolkus'ren surrisn spelik, Husko-lubgenian
sutinik ets DUlskel'ko Arelts-sszpl jen sasdbeen %
nire sgindidis zintzornen tetetia, 212 dsgit®, (

btly before Uod, on this Fesgue noh, snd remembering

our sncestors, I awesr, under the Oak of Nizkays, to

Mlfil =y duty vith MMdelity to the Nsng:o psople®,.)

Pablic worship in BEuzkedl continued normally snd w»ith-
out interruption, evan in those parishes situsted in the
war zone snd but & kllometer from the trenches, with no
upset other then those which the exigencles of wer lumposed
- such as the hour, putllic ettandsnce, ebte..

Hot one lsw ageinat the literty of the Church wes
peassed by the Covernment of Euskedl,



-2 =

The great majority of the priests were to be seen in
thelr cesasocks Passing freely in pudlie,

An Ecclesiesticsl Seminsry was estsblished snd opere=
ted in Ellbeo, :
All priest were exempted from military service,

A "Corps of Chapleine™ wes estsblished, with s total
of 104 priests, who gsve service of splritual ssalstence
in the trenches snd the hospitals,

¥ore then 300 priests from the Dioceses of Santsndey
and Asturiss wers tsken into Siscey snd were cared for
with every sttention, The Zishop of Zantander, in s let-
tor ateted thet "Baaque influence has seved my Diocese®.

The Feaque suthorities geve hospitality to theiy
Excellencies, the Arshbishop of Valledolid, end the Bisgs
of Santender end the Auxilier of Velencia, snd fecilitae
ted thelr deps rture sdrosd,

Large congregstions attended the Lenten misslons end
Holy Week religlous ceremonies, and the pubtlic procession
of the Easter Commnion to invelids took place sa usuel,

The Vicar-Cenersl of 5{lbgo, Don Ramon Celbarriatan
(%.1.F.) was officislly suthorised té meke divect snd se=
cret communication on ecclesisstical affeirs with the Holy
See and the Dishop of the IMocese sho was exiled by Frane
cols suthorities,

A%t @ short dlstence from the trenches in Elber, there
were hospitals where the clergy sesisted the wounded, ine
cluding toth Acerehlsts sné Commmnists,

There sre meny other detells personslly known to us,
which can be substentleted by documented proof, sexd which
serve to show the falsity of the sccusstion thet the Covern
ment of Zugkedl was not Catholie.

¥e also deny from our experience the sccusation thet
the Nssque Government was entlepatviotic,
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Its patriotism wes not of the YWetlonal«Syndlcslist
type of the Insurgents, nor of the "one Spein, greet and
free® of Frenco's imperislism, It was patriotic; 1f only
beceuse of ite fomatlion in e country which hed been, and
wvas then involved, in @ civil war resulting from military
rebelliion - a war which destroyed the normel services of
pudblic order sad sttecked the vitsl organisations of the
Stete and the most sacred interssts of the people.

In & olvil war, there sre neither frontiers nor 1lie
mits, so in wars between Bt-tu. In each villsge, snd in
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The destmiction in mmn villeges in Culpuscos,
the responssbility for whisch hes been sttriduted to the
Government of Suskedl, took place on October &, 1038, be-
fore the formetion of that Govermment, Erert from the bure
ning of Irun, Gulpuscon 414 not suffer, except for the nee-
cessary destruction of the bridges for stretegicsl reasons,

This report dces not mention the dsfence work in re-
sard %o m’m. properties and privete organisstions,
cerried out by the Pasques before the formation of the
Government, 5“__»-;";*__ ks :

The only villeges in inipugcos defended by the o=
vernzent of Buskedl were Elguete ond Siver. They were com-
pletely destroyed by dsily ertillery bombarémest, whieh
lssted for m“m &n* by eerisl bombardment,
under the orders ofm-.mm. in the lest fow days
of thelr defence,

The report detslls the destmetion of BEiter, Dursngo
Guernics, Amoreblets end Hungule, which 1t atiridutes to
the Bsagues. Guernics will go dowa 1= Lletory es the per-
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fect example of unrestricted modern seriel wsriare as csr-
ried out by Cermens sviators, which totslly festroyed the
village end left 1t Iin flames after three end & hslf hours
continuous bombsrdment, csusing more than two thoussnd
deaths among the civil populstion, The remsining villeges
suffered intense serisl bombardments which aslmost entirely
destroyed them, :

Hany of the reports of destruction sre gorrect, but
the information 1s not gxsct, The works of srt end the
archivea in the wsr sone, for exsmple, were trensferred
by the Minfaster of Eduecstion of the Covernment of Buzkedl
to villages in the resrgusrd, some belng traasferred sbroesd,
whore they were guarded with every care. Some ¢f these his-
toricek reches, howsver, dlgappesred in the burning of
Ouernica, where artistic end hiatoric tressure depots had
teen estedlished,

T™he cepitals of Sen Sebastisn sand Fllbedo wers defen~
ded with grest herolam sgeinst both the enemy snd eny pos=
sible interior dlsordere sftch might arise during the eva~
custion. Bverything wea left intsct, except the bLridges,
which were blown up to protect the retresting troops.

The Covernment of EZuskadl reapected and sefegusrded
privete progerty. All industrisl concerns snd the Renks
contimued to be mensged snd controlled by thelr own loard
of Uirectors, the grester number of whon were whareholders,
with & minlmum of interference by the Covernment snd the

smployees,

%e will not lengthen this document by desoriding the
positive work sccomplished by the Covernment of Buskedi
in, for exemple, the crestlon of the Easque Vniversity,
the normellsstion of labour snd comserce, sad the cere of
the civil popsletion by mecses of distrituting end retioce
alng food and clothing. It must not be forgotten thet the
Coverame: Bt of Eugkad! came into ex’atence in wertime end
controlled ites own Serritory for only nine moatha.



In snsweyr to the third mein charge we ceategorieslly
deny that the Government of Euzkedi was inhuman in 1ts con-
&ﬁ't.

On its formmtion, the Covernment fresd sll the women
prigoners. The rebel suthorities, however, did not recie
procete by relessiny the Fasgue women prisoners in the
territory under their eontrol, in spite of their proaises
é2d intrrvention by the Intarnationsl Red Uross end tha
irgantine Ambsassdor,

On the svacuetion of Pilteo ard Biseay, the Covermment
of Bugkedl freed sll prisoners incércersted in territory
under thelr jurisdiection, protecting them until the laast
minate, :

Only nineteen exocutions took plsce during the whole
period of the Covernment of Edzkedi's control of fmsque
territory, and in every cese the sceuse? wera tried, with
de fending counsel, in public court, in sccordance with the
penal law, end 1n the presence of the internstlonsl Press
and foreign Conguler representstives.

On Jenuery 4th, 1937, gfter & seriss of alr-rslds by
the retels, the prison of Ellbao were sttecked by sn infu-
riated mob. It was on thet dste thet Cenersl Frenco's ac~
ceptance of s plen for & genersl exchange of prisonsrs had
been expected. The Basque Sovernment @14 not attempt to
withhold the news of these regrettable events; to the con-
Erary, Hls Zxcellency, the President of Enzkedl, comwuni-
cated full detsils to the British Consul st 211beo and the
the Commenier of the British Flotilla in the herbour st
the time, and reguested thew to send & full nwntoMrj
respective suthorities, F@reizn Press representstives were
glven every facility to send thelr own reporta %o their
newspspers. The Winlster of Justice of the fasque Coverm-
ment gave @ full scecount of the incidents in "A Report on
the Administretion of Justice in the FHasque Country during
the Civil Wer; Peris, February 1938%, shich report was
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translated into both French and English esd was fresly
issued to those who desived to resd 1t.

T™he work of the Exchenge pf Firsoners Com:lttees
nes initisted end stesdfastly supported by the Covernment
of Buskedi; whilst the Insurgent poliey, on the contrary,
was consistently egsinat say exchenge., This essertion sen
te verified Ly the Internationsl Ked Cross ond the Ambes~
sedors of England snd Apgentise in Speln,

e will mot ider 1n detell the un<Christien, une
petriotie end inbumsn mctivitiss csrried out by the re-
bels in the “asque Counbry, It is sufficient to point out
that the bishop of the Diocese wes exiled by the suthoris
es of Uenersl Francoj thet fifteen priessts, exemplery ace
coprding to the testimony of thelr own Blshop, were shot
without trisl by order of these same suthorities; thet
more than “ur hundred priests have been im risoned snd
oxild¢ - suffering in prison inhumsn trestment, hunger,
insalts, vexstlons, snd bteing herded together seven in
one cell; that toedsy the churches in the Insurgest zone
are centres where they telk snd prey for the victory of
the militsry rebellion,

The Insurgents provoked a civil war betwsen brothers
of the same natlone The pstriotism which sulmits 1ts own
nstion to humilieting end ghemeful forelgn invesion hes
no adventsge,

Avd, finelly, ths inhumen sctivities of the suthori-
tles of Tenerel Franco are well demonstrsted by the ten
thousand who heve been executed in Yaverre; the four hune
dred in Alsve; the two thousend flve bundred in Clupuscos
and the ose thousend in Eisecey,

In due course documental proof will no doutt be given

villsge by villege, and town by town, of executions, lmprie

sonments, fines, snd verious forms of persecution infllee

ted on the Fasques by Censrsl Franco's suthorities. We will,

however, drsw sttention to one or two ceses known to uss



An induetrisl town of 16,000 inhsbitants. The Basques
arrested 88 people, They shot no one. In the seme
town, the rebels executed the perish priest end two
priests from the locelity, four women (one of them
velng five months pregnent) end forty-one men; ell
without trisl,

QYARZUN

A villege of 2,500 inhebitents, The Basque suthori-
ties 4id not imprison & single person here; on the
contrery, they defonded verious Army offichess snd
even the fenlly of Ceroral Solchega, who was leading
the enemy forces which were foreing thelr wsy into
Bugkedl, In the same plsce, the suthorities of Gene~
ral Pranco esecuted nineteen psople,

~ Im conclusion we re-sffirms that the charges mede
sgelngt the Coverrment of Hugkedl in this Insurgent Report
sre fslse and unjust,
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