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SYMPATHY AND LOYALTY OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF EUZKAD|I TOWARDS FRANCE

Paris (OPE).— Sr. Jesis M. Leizeola, as President of the Basque Covernment, has
sent the following message to the French Chief of State:

"General Charles de Gaulle, President of the Republic.

"On the 18th June 1940, the Govermment of Euzkadi and the Basque people
answered your call, In the neme of this Government and people 8 have the
honour today to convey 1o you the same feelings of sympathy and loyalty. I
salute you respectfully,

"Leizaola, President of the Basgue Government".

THE BASQUE BR|GADE

Paris (OPE).- Ex-servicewmen of the Basque Brigade, which fought with
the Allied Forces at Pointe de Grave during Hirld War II, offered their services to the French
Republican Authcrities when the recent crisis developed in Algeria,

‘The "Gernika" Brigade was formed, at the Euzkadi Govermment appeal, by volunteers
recruited snong Basques which fled to France in 1936 beceuse of the Spanish war.




COMMEMORATICN OF LA POINTE DE GRAVE

Bordeaux (OPE).~ In the presence of General Adeline, President of the Association of Hx-
combetants of the South West (of France), a c-omhagloration cerencny for Basgues killed on the fronts
at Royen, La Rochelle and Pointe de Grave during Vorld War II was held st the national cemelery ab
Retaud.

A delegation of the Basque Brigade 'Guernik-' unit, formed by Major Ordoky and ihe Captains
Martinez snd Inchausti and other soldiers attended the several ceremonies,

After funersl rites had been held according to the Arab, Hebrew, Protestant ana Catholic
forms, General Adeline made a speech. He spoke with affection of the presence of the delegation of
the Basque Brigade and he praised the attitude of the Basque peopls, especially for the exenplary
tenacity which they exhibited to other peoples in maintaining their ideals of liberty.

A alfresco lunch was attended by all those who were present. Palriotic hyuns were sung,
including ihe 'Buzko Gudariak!',

THE BAD BOOK

Penplona (OPE).— One of the affronts wilh which the Carlists reproach the novelist CGirone
11a arises from the fact that in the seven or eight hundred pages of his book he always puls guoies
sround the words 'Netional' and 'Red’ when he refers io the respective contestanis or zones. Thus he
is constantly underlining his view that, go far ag horrors were concerned, there was nothing to chocse
between one side and the otlher.

Tn fact, Gironelle writes in his novel:

"But the fact was that in Castille snd Maverra and in the South, the Falangists and

the Carlists, to say nothing of the licors, were conmitting the same horrors at the

very same time and with ihe same fury as their adversaries in Gerona. And it is not
surprising, for the race was the same. Perhaps in Valladolid they fired with greater
elegance; so much the worse for them, The book of words which they used nay have

been nore refined; but so much the greater their responsibility. .And how surely in
Panplona the firing squaas of the Carlists must have fallen in inwvoking Christ the King'".

INDUSTRIAL REVIVAL IN VIZCAYA AND GUIPUZCOA

Biltao (frow our Correspondent).- Pedro Rico, who is well known swong journalists and
economists in the Basque country, has written this in one of his recent articles:

"Tupressions gathered at the woment on the economic situation of the iwo Basque provinces
becone nore encouraging from day to day. Insofar as Vizcaga is concerned, orders begin to
flow in; and as is always the case after a crisis, there are tuyersin-haste who demand
excessively short delivery dates, so that in some industries overtime has begun again.

As for the province of CGuipuzcoa. here too impressions are favourable. Here exporis are
being well maintained and in certain directions are expanding in a wholly unforeseen way.

This is particularly notable in machine-tools, the export of which is now being made 1o
several countries, many of them hipghly developed industrially, such as Germany. In fact,
machine-tools are being shipped to Germany, including electrical material and diesel-
injection equipment for trucks and notor—cars."

A local newspaper also confirms these opiinistic impressions:

'"Tittle by little il is observed that the revival is taking shepe end 18 spreading to every
branch of indusiry. More and nore faclories are beginning to work several shifts, and in
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several production figures have reached totals never before recorded. Those which are
not hampered by structural defects have begun to work at full production, as was well
proved recently at the mechine-tools exhibition."

Optimism derives also from the consumption of electricity in the first guarter of this
year. During last year it was the agricultural provinces which showed increases,.and consumption
in the industrisl zones was below that of the previous years: the very opposite is now true. Viz-
cays, for instance, has, in the guarter under review, recorded an increase well above 18.8%, as was
the case also in Guipuzcoa. The increase in the consumption of electricity in this first gquarter’of
the year (18.8%) ns the greatest since 1956; it was 23.8% against 3.7% in 1957; in 1968 it rose again
to 14,4%, but in 1960 it fell to 7.1% and in 1960 to no uore then 5.8%. The last figures indicate the
effects of the recession in the first iustance and of the revival afterwards.

So far as Vimcsya is concerned, il is also interesting to note that during March the
number of uuemployed workers fell: there were only 6.4 workers in 56 firms wholly out or work, and
101 men only partially employed in & firms.

'HE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN VIZCAYA

Bilbao (OPE) - On the occasion of a recent co-operative cenpaign here, the
Press has stressed the inportance of the co-operative movement in Vizca,a, where there are §0,000
members of co-operatives. This meens that almost one third of the population of Vizcaya enjoys
the benefits of the o« operative movement.

There are housing, agricultural, consuuers', industrial, producers', maritime and other
co-operatives. The housing co-operalive have already built more than 1,800 homes and have several
hundred non€ in course of construction. There are 60 famers' co-operatives, but the most important
of all are tose of cousumers , the latter .umberi.g 52 with 110 branches. They have an annual gross
cash turnover of some 600,000,000 pesetas, whic. is three times as much as the rest of the co-
operatives.

These estaplishments are situsted in the mining and industrial areas on both sides of the
river in the Bilbso area as well as in Durango, Guernice, Marguina, etc. They have 38,000 members
and to this aumber one may add 17 000 workers who profit frowm these co-operatives through the 'economato'
arrengenents established with 19 important underiakings in Vizea, a.

The consumers' co-operatives require purchases on such a scale that consideration has
been given to the ..eed of setting up.a co-cperative bank.

Profits from the co-operatives are allocated as to 15% 1o social works, 10% to reservea
funds, and the remainder is returned to the consumer by way of co-operatlive dividends.

SOME STATISTICS FOR VIZCIAYA

Bilbao (OPE).- The tonnage of gonds entering the port of Bilbeo dumng 1960 was
12,068,000 against 3,150,000 in 1950. The tonnage of merchandise leaving was 1, 347,000 against
1,086,000 in 1952. The total length of roads in Vizcaya is estimated at 1,887 km., of which 660.6 km.
countiry roads.

Average area of the municipality or Guipuzcoa is 22.95 sq. and that of Vizceya, 19.3 saq.
km.; these are tue lowest figures in all provinces, the greatest average being that in Murecisa
(269.45 sq. km.). The smallest municipality in vizeaya is Lenestosa, with 1.11 sq. km.; 1t adjoins
the largest nunicipality, Carranza, with 136. 4 sq.km.

PIGS BHOT

Vitoria (OPE).- Three hundred hogs affected by "African pest" were shot in one day, and
more executions will teke place in the near future with the segregation of all swine affected by the
disease.
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SWINE FEVER

Bilbao (OPE).- Movement of swine throughout Vizcaya has been prohibited by decree owing
to the incidence of several foci of African swine fever. Sales on foot, showing at fairs and attendance
at markevs is forbidden.

OSOPHER AND THE
¥ G

UERNICA

Paris (OPE).- M. Merleau-Ponty, a leaaing French philosopher, has died at the age of 53
after a heart attack. His intellectual life was as Wrilliant as it was precocious,

The name of Mepleau-Ponty, that of a young professor who had already established himself
in phllosophy, featured in 1937 among those of a nuuber of intellectuals who, upon the destruction of
Guernica by bombing, published "an appeal to all men of good heart". His fellow signatories were Fran-
cois Maurisc, Jacgues Maritain, frencisque Gay, Georges Bidault, Emmanuel Mounier, Gabriel Marcel,
Jacdues Madeule, Stauislas Fumet, Maurice Lacroix, Claude Bourdet, Paul Vigneaux, and others.

"The Spanis. Civil War , the appeal stated, "has just, assumed & particularly inhuwan form
in the Basque country. Yesterday there was the®bombing of Durarn  ; today, by the same means, the aluost
conpleve d@struction of Guernica, an undefenced city and a sanctuary of Basgue traditions. Hundreds of
non=combatent, ,including women and children, died in Durango, Guernica and other places. Bilbao, which
is crowded with large numbers of refugees, is threatemed with the same fate.

. "Whatever one may fesl alout the arties to the conflict in Spain, one fact is not to be
alsputed that the Basgue country contains a Catholic people; and that public worship has never been
interrupted in the Basg. e country. 1In these circumstances it is Catholics everywhere, without distine-
tion of party, who must be the first to raise their woices to ensure that the world shall not lose a

. Christisn people by pitiless slaughter. Nothing can justify end nothing can excuse the bombing of open
cit.les like Guernica. -

"Wle address an anguished sppeal to men of good heart everywhere o bring to an end &t

once the slaughter of non-combatants." '

NEWS IN BRIEF

The death has been announced of Brother Justo o Tolosa, a Capuchin monk who Was pro—
fessor of law at the University of Cracow (Poland).

— Sixteen meronant vessels are to be built for Norwegian owners at the 'Buskalduna'
shipyards in Bilbao auv ‘a cost ££ 20 dillis, peastas,

—— 'Progress and Sorrow' was the title of a talk in the 'Conversations in Bayonne'! pro-
graume on .28 May; teking part was the San Sebastian philosopher, Javier Zubiri Apelategui.

— The air service betmween Bilbao and Barcelona and Palma has been restored since 1 May
to a three-days—a—week basis.

—— In connexion with an exhibition in Madrid of paintings by a woman artist from Irun,the
critic of the dail newspaper 'Arriba' has conmented: '"Anong our women painters today none, perbaps,
is as balanced, refined and prescient as Menchu Gal",

—— A great part of the hermitage of San Salvador has collapsed in Abadiano. Under an oak
tree in the grounds of the hermitage there used to be held after Mass, the General Meetings of the
Merindad of Durango (A 'merindad' was the district of the jurisdiclion of a 'merino!, himself,literally,
a royal judge and superintendent of sheep-walks),

; —— Because of lack of congignments, work on the Deusto canal (Bilbao) has been at a
standstill for nore than a year. Half of the estimated cost of .00 million pesetas has already been
expended, The walls of the right bank are 13, 40 metres high and 1,500 metres long; but work on the
other hank has been much delayed, Water in the canal is about seven melres deep. .




—— The Basque Centre in Carscas (Venezuela) has paid tribute to Dr. Luis Bilbeo on the
occasion of a special distinetion given to him by the Governmentl of Venezuela, It also organised a
waeke in memory of Jose Antonio de Aguirre, the late President of Huzkadi, and Jesus de Galindez, the
former Basque representative in the United States, Sres. Asurze and Amezaga spoke on this occasion,

— Don Luis Irizer Salazar, a Basque priest from Guipuzcoa, who was priest-in-charge of
the Church of St. Martin in Navarra (Colombia), has been appointed Bishop of Tumaco. One of the
sponsors of the Bishop al his installation was the President of the Republic of Colombia, Don Alterto
Llerss Camargo, head of the Liberal Party. '

—— The May Day neeting organised by the Union General de Trabajadores (General Workers!
Union) and the Solidarily of Basgue .orkers was held in the hall of the "Force Ouvriere" in Paris.
Mesers. Jimeno and Agesta spoke for their respective unions. Don Inaslécio Prielo, & Cabinet Minis-
ter in the forwer Republican Covermment in Spainu, presided.. In waking his resuwe of the speeches and
conmenting thereon, Sr. Prieto drew attention to the fundamental identiiy of views expressed by both
speakers. As. a Socialist and a nesber of ihe UGT, he referred to the mrth_;"; important, and progising
position of the STV, He spoke in the warmest termus in praise of ils representative, Agesta,

—-  The 'Papelera Bspafola' (Spanish Paper enterprise) has sought authority w0 instal a new
wachine &1 the Arrigorriags works with an anrmel production cepscity of 7,000 tons of guality paper.

—— The Bilbac Press had recorded the sizteenth anniversary of the assassination of Benito
Mussolini by publishing a death notice advertising a Mass at the Church of San Vicente 'strongly entrea
ting the presence of &ll those who admired him in his life’. (Well, il seems that either the local
sduirers were fem, or they were the kina that doesn't go to Church, like the Duce himself).

—— There has been a recrudescence in Navarra of the Africa swine pest. and the conpevent
department in the Town Hall has ammounced & forthooming broadcast on 'the present situation and the
possible ronsequences of this frightful disease'.

—— The Polish vessel 'Baltic' took on a shipment of motors end chains at Santurce and
sailed for Gdynia (Poland).

—— The Polish vessel "'Lewant' arrived in Bilbao from Gdansk to losd 1,,20. barrels of resin,

UL ZCCOTHERITEMS Somaneon

A FORMER REPUBLICAN MINISTER ON SOCIALISM
AND THE MONARCHY

Toulouse (OPE).- An interview between its correspondent, Michel Roquebert, and Don Inda-
lecio Prieto, the former Spanish Republican Cabinet Minister, was published recently in 'La Depeche de
Toulouse'. « Sr. Prieto was in Toulouse in connection with meetings of the leadership of the Socialist
Party.

He was asked what was the position of Spanish Socialists in regard to the restoration of
the monarcny in Spain, and he replied: 'We are fundamentally republica.s and we do not wish to become
inwlved in any restoration of the monarchy in £pain, Let us look .ack on events whicu took place some
years ago. On 6 March 1946 a tripartite Note issued in Paris, London and Washington expressed the view
of the three great, Western allies; they hoped for the formation of a provisional Covernment which
would re-establish all fresdoms and would organise free elections. In Decauber of the same year this
resolution was unanimously recommended in the Security Council. The position of the Socialists is based
on these documents., If a plibiscite should give preference to a constitutional monarchy, then we socia—
lists were to have our place in such a regime, Don Juan himself appeared to agree to this.
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'"Later Franco put a stop to all this. What he wants is an absolute monarchy; a monarchy
by divine right without ruck with the people; and iv is an absolute monarchy that he has promised to
Don Juen, apparently, for this year. And Don Juan will play with him. He is an absolutist.

"Now, if the monarchy is to be restored some day in Spain it will be necessary for all
daiocrats to do everything possible to ensure that it will .e a constitutional monarchy. This is a
vital matier for Spain, Absolutism would only keep her in her present state as an under-developed
country."

Sefior Priew was asked whether, on his recent visit to Washington, he had formed the
impression that United States policy towards Spain might well undergo a change with the succession
to office of President Kennedy.

"I have the inpression that that will be so", Sr. Prieto said; "put it is a purely personal
impression. Of course, there will not be any immediate change, but the general tone of American policy
has changed already. This has not yeu been transiated into action, but this may teke place soon'.

Sr. Prietc was asked how such changes pight find expression, and he said, "I am persuaded
that Preside.t Kennedy and the men who surround him support the establishment of damocracy in Spain,
and that chis is part of a very much wider plan: to establish democracy in all thé@ Latin-Anerican coun—
tries, If in all these circumstances it were possible to establish denocracy in Spain, it would exercise
a powerful atiraction upon Latin America",

What could the United States do to this end ? Don Indalecic said, "For the time being the
Americen wovernment cannot take any decision or adopt any position,. Unless, of course, events took place
which would move them to action; and then they would adopt democratic methods. At all events, it is
essential for them that they ygit until Spanish public opinion finds expression in a more global,more
organic form than at present.

"See what is happeniug in Portugal , where there is a considerable movement agdainst the
regime, with the Army itself demanding the denocratisation of the regime, All this is, of course,
li.ked with the question of Angola, Well, I am convinced that the United States will do nothing to
counter a revolt, if it s.ould take place. But a gimilar situstion does not exist in Spain at present."

- The interviewer said that as Sr. Prieto had raised the Portuguese situation, it would Le
useful to know-how he felt that the Spanish people had expressed themselves over the 'Santa Maria!
incident. 'It was a warning call', said Sr. Prieto. "The affair of the Senta Maria' shows that in
Portugal even the Army wants to see an end to the dictatorship. The Spanish masses have interpreted
this as an encouraging thing",

SEVERE CENSURE ON SPANISH SOCIETY

Madrid (OPE).- Don Antonio Anoveros, Auxziliar Bishop of Cadiz, is the author of a se-
vere censure on Spanish society published in the periodical 'Heclesia'. The title given to his article
is, 'Dismal Lies for the Puklic Good', and his allusions are clear enough, Here are some extracts:

"A lie is never permissible. It is never peryitted to say anything with the inten-
tion of misleading...

"Adulation is a sin against the truth, and often against justice also... To engage
in adulation of persons in authority on false premises and with all the msnifest exagge—
rations of a publicity campaign could be & grave crime...

"There is an abundance of speeches, reports, propaganda slogans in which the poor

" adulators have become caught up in a wild, exhsusting race for superlatives...
"The poison of adulation promotes venity in people; it works upon them to the point
where they become unattainable by any truth which conflicts with their opinion; it makes




them incapable of asccepting both advice and loysl end objective advisers..This is
the road which lef@ds to the exercise of an authority proof against the stirrings of
healthy public opinion. The adulators, being without conscience or being cowards or
seekers after advancement, create the blindfold of an absolute, undisputable ego, a
source of eguivocetions and lying optimisms, over the eyes of those who need to be
aware of the pure truth of all that is about them",

"the adulatory cult of public men and institutions, quite spart from the prejudi-
ces it creates in someone or another, does grave harm to the country: it makes it more
and more sceptical, lacking in faith in its leaders and its institutions, and. short of
a collective conscience."

"Faults of commission or omission in the perfomence of public duties by those who
are under the obligation to be vigilant for tuwe sincerity and liberties of electors
and elescted at public polls, like the exercise of favouritism , no less plaguing and
corroding for any society, are a clear injustice,.."

"It is an obligation to protest the very truth of the law in order to cambat, let
us say, public immorality; to attend to the just demands of those who suffer injustice,
even against all the manoceuvres of powerful persons...”

"he free will of men cannot be violated with direct or indirect pressures; nor can
you nisrepresent the rights of men in public life with devices short in sincerity; and it
is not fitting to underwrite date lacking in truth..."

"It is a fault against the laws of proper allocation to grant a public post to cne
not worthy of it or perhaps not fit for it,,. It is not moral to allow oneself to be
swayed by recammendation slone... It is a sin against justice to show abvious partiality
1o a person absolutely lacking in qualities... But it can also shatter commutative jus-
tice. This can occur where patronage is exercised in posts open to campetition, in
which adventages would normally derive fram special merits. If patronage should succeed
(in robbing one man of his legitimate rights in favour of another, then it would be a
sin against commutative Justice."

CATHOLIC WORKERS AND THE FALANGIST SYNDICATES

Madrid (AFP).-In a cyclostyled leaflet clandestinely circulated on 1 May, the National Conmittee
of Wiorker Brotherhoods of Catholic Action strongly criticised the process of syndical organisation in Spain
and the work of Francd's regime, After denouncing the "Law of tacit impenetrability which denies the wor-—
kers" representatives access to important posts in the syndical orgenisation", the leaflet affirmed that
any criticism of the Spanish syndicates was regarded as an offence against the State, even when the syndical
organisation might deny that it was a Stale institution. -

Expressing its "firm determination not to associate itself with the chorus priase which greeted
the achievements of the Franco regime", the National Committee stated: "These achievements doubtless relate
to improvements, but these do not compensate for the harm suffered by the working class, - subjected, as it
is, to eternal tutelage and denied self-govermment'.

Finally the National Comuittee of the movement denounced the "blockade€ of salaries, insufficient
remuneration, the inefficacy of collective agreements, police repression and recourse to military force
in work disputes".

AN OATH OF LOYALTY

Paris (OPE).- "Le Monde", reports that the former Spanish Minister for National Education and
ex-Mibassador to the Holy See, Don Joaquin Ruiz Gimenez, has sent a letter to the President of the Spanish
Cortes protesting against the Law which exacts an oath of loyalty to the (Franco) Movement from all pro-
fessors. The Law was approved at the last plenary session of the legislature.




MALATSE AND COMMUNISM
Paris (OFE).— "Paris-Presse" publishes the following despatch from Barcelona:

"For the first {ime since his accession to absolute power, Franco hag been the
object of public demcnstrations of hogtility. The incidents occurred in connection with
the tour which he had been making in the last week

"T{ appears that despite a considerabls weight of Police escorts and guards, the
crowd at Ciudad Real actually came to the point of tooing the Chief of State. Yet the
Covernment had arraged the preventive arrest of hundreds of persons and had reinforced
the secret police. Until this moment the person of the Chief of State had never been the
subject of discussion by the crowds, which hitherto hed slways applauded him with warmth,
Thig brusque change would #prear to be due to the econonic deterioration, the rise in
prices, and increased stoppages of work,

"The majority of Andalusian villages are withoul roads and telephones. Bul each has
a Communist cell, The truth of this little quip, nade originally Ly a dignatory of the regi-
me, has just been €onfirmed by the Minister of Information, who has let it be known that
the Caudilld's itinerary had to be altered following the disocovery of a network of Cammmnist
cells in the province of Jaen"'.

TRADE WITH THE BAST

Madrid (OPE).- JAccording to official figures, the USSR imported during November 1,548 tons of
textile fibres to the value of 42,9 million pesetas. From Jenuary to November 1560, tctal Spanish exports
to the USSR were valued at 7 million dollars; imports reached 3.7 millions.

As regards the other states of Eastern Furope, conversations have begun with Jugoslavia and a subs
tantial application has been made for pamuents by Spain to these countries. It would sppear that these
bills are hard to gel, but they are discounted 12 to 18 per cent, while Fastern Buropean—Spanish bills are
offered for discount at 5 tc 5.5 per cent

The 20,000 pigs imported from Poland have been sllocated to the Agropesa organisation, at 422,50
dollars a ton,

The Directorate of Custons has issued an explanatory note on consular visas for Bills of Lading
for shipments from Satellite countries. As there is no Spanish consular service in Polish, Jugoslav or
Bulgarian ports, visas of the local authorities will be acceptable, or those of the consulates of nations
with which Spain has diplomatic relations,

Vessels registered behind the Tron Curtain will have to present Bills of Lading for goods trans—
ported in transit in the event that they call at Spanish poris,

FLIGHT OF SALAN

Paris (OPE).- Commenting on an editorial in the Madrid daily 'AEC! about the flight of Salan,the
French newspaper 'Le Monde' publishes a report from Madrid sources:

"It is no secret that the fomer General enjoyed much sympathy ir Spain, not least among per-
sons close to the Caudillo (Franco) and more especially chez the latler's trother—in-law, Serrano
Sufer.

Tt is also known that the organisers of the putsch in Algeris enjoyed the friendship of cer—
tain circles in the Spanish Army. Well informed circles suggest that shortly before the events in
M geria, a meeting took place at a country house in the rrovince of Avila between General Salan
and & high-ranking Army personality.
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"Furthermore, the fact that the pilot of the plane which took the men to Algeria
Was none other than the traffic menager of & Statedcontrolled airline, suggests that the
supporters from whom the rebels derived these great benefits could not have been others
than persons of some importance.

"4 soldiers' Governmeni in France and a'French Algeria' would undoubtedly have
counted on the full sympathy of the greater part of Spanish official circles. Bub it is
unlikely that the Spanish Coverrment intervened directly, or indeed actively in the flight
of Salan.. The policy of friendhsip with Franck followed by Franco in the last fem years
could not be gambled against a card of such low value."

FIGHTING WORDS

Sevilla (OPE).- During manceuvres in the field connected with g
modk militery exercise, General Franco made a speech to military leaders and other officérs. Here are
some excerpts:

"Tittle do we care that the foreign Press, when referring to us, fails to understand
us and engages in calumny. They sre not nmoved by reason, but by evil and malice.

"It so happens that at the present time, in view of events in Algeria, we have become
the passive object of their insidious attacks; they want to involve us in matters wich are
not ours, merely because this is an affair of generals, one of wham escaped the vigilance
_of our Police, Why, France herself could not prevent almost all those generals leaving her
own soil and making for Algeria... Those are the factsof the matter,

"We are the first people to deplore the break which French schisms could cause to one
of the vitsl €lements in the defence of the West, and we can congratulate ourselves that
normality has returned to our neighbouring nation, We are not of those who would run lances
through the dead or run to the help of the victors. If w€ have great cause for anxiety over
the expansion of Communist chao. in Africa, we are much more worried over the thought of its
establishnent north of the Pyrenees

"That is why we reject all those malicious barbs which serve gnly to deceive other
countries, Though they seek to wound us, theydo mot do so, for we feel ourselves to be strong
enough in our Army, in the air, on the sea, and, above all, strong in our people. Say what
they will, they cannot touch us.

"Acting as they do, they mislead only their own countrymen. We want nothing more
than to maintain our tense vigilance and look to the good form of our Army, supported as
it is by our people. With that we shall maintaint the united, great, free Spain of our
time, Long live Spain'",

FINANCIAL DEVICES

' Madrid (OPE).- The balance sheet of the Bank of Spain again shows signs of a return to
the inevitable financial practices of the Franoo regime which neither fruitful tax—gathering nor a
favourable balance of trade with abroad can oust.

During March advances against stocks rose from 14,000 to 18,000 million pesetas, an increa-
se of 4,000 millions,

_ The cause of this leap is probably to be found in the fact that the INI has made issues

to value of 2,362 million pesetas, while the State has produced investmeni certificates valued at
3,250 million pesetas. In addition to the 4,000 million pesetes referred to above, the balance sheet
shows an increase in banknote circulation in the sum of 1,100 pesetas.
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BANK OF SPAIN PROFITS AND THE CIVIL WAR

: Medrid (OPE).— At the Ceneral Meeting of shareholders of the Bank of Spain it was
reported that liguid profits from the period under review amounted to 1,337.8 million pesetas, of which
. 887.4 millions will be applied to partial amortization of the Special Debt.

This "Special Debt" is the term gwen to cover loans without security made by the Bank of
&:a.in to Franco's party during the Civil Waz . The "Special Debt" has no due date and attracts no interest,
- General Franco having so ruled when regularising the position between the Ministry of Finance and the
- Bank, ‘The total was 14,679 million pesetas on 31 December 1948,but within ten years it had been reduced
- to 10.918 millions and now stands at some 2,100 millions.

Z The report of the Bank refers to the continuation in 1960 of negotiations begun during
. earlier years to reclaim the Spanish gold depositedin Russia during the Civil War.

SPANISH SOCIAL CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY

Paris (OPE).- Don Jose Maria Gil Robles has presented to the New Interngcional Groups the funda-
- mental articles of Spanish Social Christian Degocracy and has sought admission to this intermational orga-
"nimt.ion The articles carry sub-sections referring to Recognition end Guarsntee of Individusl Human Rights, Unity
_ of the Nation and Sovereignty of the State, Participation by the People in the Affairs of Covernment,
! Structure of Spanish Society, Economy, Tesching and Fducation, Justice, International Cooperation and
- Form of Government,.

Among details which may be worth mentioning are the following:

Adherence by Spain to the European Declaration on the Rights of Man; illegality of all social and
and political groups of totalitarian concept, and, specifically, the Conmunist Party; the 'untouchable
unity' of the nation and the independence of the State from all foreign intervention; recognition of the

. 'natural societies' and historical communities, municipalities and regions; and in this connection, too,
g.larant;ees as to the spheres of activity recognised in regard to persons, customs,natural,cul tural, economic
and linguistic characteristics; the freedom of the Uatholic Church within the limits of its sphere and au-

- thorisation for private practice of other religious professions; a concordat to be freely granted.

Right of suffrage to be exercised by citizens in their dual quality as individuals and as members of
- organisations or local societies; the removal of the present class barriers in Spanish society which faci-
litate favouritism and privilege; social catedories to be based on work and on services rendered to the com
- munity; freedom of enterprise,commerce and movement of goods, industrial coordination by the State and trans
' formation of the present capitalist enterprise system into a system which will harmonize relations between
. capital and labour,.and the just distribution of the national income,

Recognition of the Right of the Church to teach, with inspection duties vested in the State; free
teaohing in all grades; the right to teach in Castillian in bilingual areas and also in the local langua—
ge ; prohibition on the teaching of apologetics of doctrines or programmes of any single party; affirma-
tion by the State of the right or independence of the .Judicial Power; international and Europesn cooperar-
tion; integration of Spain with full rights in Furopean common enterprises.

Restoration of the monarchy in the person of Don Juan of Borbon, it being uflerstood that any
exercise which may have as its ourpose the firm establishment of the monarchy upcn institutions alien to
democratic principles would greatly endanger the permanence and consolidation of the regime and might

. compremise the fourjktions on which is based its acceptance and its defence."

-y
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FRANCO'S SECRET POLICE AND THE BASQUES

BiLBAO (OPB ).— Te famous affair of the letter of the Basque priests continues to expose
the utter lack of discernment of Franco's minions. Here is a new item arising from the large-scale
police investigations mounted to lay hands on snyone at all who could be proved to have been persona
1ly involved in the matter.

The document itself was taken to the Nuncio's establishment in Madrid by & priest. As The
Nuncio himself was not there when the priest arrived, the paper was left on a desk in the recep-
tion room. When the Nuncio himself arrived and realised what it was all about, he rang the Directo-
rate-General of Security (DGS) to have the messenger arrested. The DGS, in its wisdom, dressed two of
its agents in ecclesiastical garb and set then to the task. Two whole days they walked around in their
soutanes and achieved — nothing,

The DGS —from which this story has lesked— has now learned that "the habit doesn't make the
monk! =~ or the policeman. So it gave up its fancy—dress tricks to try and identify the bearer of the
protest of the 332 Basque priests.

A BLOCDY AMBUSH IN BILBAO

Bilbao (OPE).— Te following statement has been issued by the Civil Government of the Provin-
ce of Vizcaya:
"Following urgent reports from Vitoria that a car -of which a description
was given—- had left that city for Bilbao carrying three armed men suspected of
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terrorist activities, Public Order patrols were posted at a suitable point on the
route called Bolueta. They were to stop the car and arrest the occupants.

A car which was thought to be the one in question appeared at Bolueta, and
several shots were fired for reasons which have not yet been established. As a
result one of the occupants was killed and another wounded; the third was unhurt,

It was found later, after the identity of the occupants of the car had been
established, that they were in no way xoncerned with the matter in hand.

The dead man waes Don Javier Ratarrita HElexpuru, of Bilbao, a merchant; the
wounded man, Don José Antonio Martin-Ballesteros y Martinez de Velasco, of Calate-
yud, a lawyer; Don Fernando Larizgoitia Mimenza, of Bilbao, an administrative chief,
was unhurt.

Vlhen the lieutensnt—colonel commanding the Civil Guard Command snd the Chief
of Police of Vizecaya lesrned of the action taken and of its tregic results, they
set out at once to the scene of the incident to open an enguiry and informed this
Government accordingly, The Civil Covernment immediately made contact with the
Militery Governor to urge the instant appointment of a special judge to establish
what had taken place and to determine responmibility with a view to proceedings on
a bagis of strict justice.

In giving publicity to this regretable matter, the Civil Covernment conveys its
sorrow to the families of the victims and reiterates its confidence that the facts
and the apportionment of responsibility will be established as quickly as possible. "

They speak of it as a 'mistake': but it is felt generally that if the victims of the
mistake had been persons with an anti-Franco record, there would have been no guestion of respon-
sibility, or of a special judge. .And certainly no mention at all of the matter in the Press.

.

The incident has given rise to nuch comment. It has lbeen noted, in particular, that
the special force involved had tried hard to suppress any explanations, The body of the dead man
wes found to have no less than 11 bullet wounds; and that of the wounded man, three. One of the
Civil Guards appears to have got three bullet-holes in his cape from shots fired from behind
him by a policeman.

THE BOLUETA AFFAIR

Bilbao (OPE).- In connection with the incident at Bolueta on Monday, -27th March, it
has been observed that the following day's newspapers carried no mention of it, although a death
notice appeared in these terms: 'Don Javier Batarritae y Hlexpuru (R.I.P.) died yesterday, -27th
March, 1961, in Bilbao, aged 83, after receiving the Last Rites and the Apostolio Blessing of
His Holiness'.

This notice, which seems to try to give the impression of casual death to a death by
shooting by the Civil Guard, stands in contrast with mourning notices which, on twenty-odd-yeer
anniversaries the families of Franco's supporters exploit to describe an execution of sentences
of death, during the Civil War, as plain wurder.

It was on Wednesday 20th March. that the incident was officially made known on pu-
blication of a statement by the Civil Covermnment of Vizcaya and when authority was granted for
& necrology for the victim, himself well-known in sporting circles as representative of the
Tube' motor-cycles and as one of the collaborators in the organisation of the bicycle tour of
Spain sponsored by & local newspaper.

“ I, But, on orders of the Covernment, the newspepers felt compelled to intone a chorus
on Fatality. "To err is humen", wrote the 'Correo Espaficl', "even though the mistakes sometimes
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have such painful results as we mourn today". "We know", said the 'Geceta del Norte!, "that
incidents like this, with all its tragdie consequences, can heppen and do happen, unhappily,
everyvhere through over-haste and by mistekes of which men are not exempt and which, in ill-
starred cases, can develop into a sad tragedy such as we must lament on this occasion .

MORE POLICE PERSECUTION IN EUZKADI

San Sebastian (OPE),- The search for imaginary clandestine arms depots is not a
task which the forces of repression in the Basque country neserve only for the province of
Vizeaya. In Guipuzcos,, too, they have made themselves felt in the last few weeks, though
happily without the dramatic results achieved by the Public Order force in Bolueta recently.

Investigation here centred on a camnetery near San Sebastian. The result was negative,
so far as the seizure of arms was :@oncerned -like in the car shot—up in the approaches to Bilbsao.

EXPORT OF MACHINE TOOLS

Bilbao (OPE).- The Machine Tools Exhibition in Bilbao has now closed. During the
ten days that it was open, it was visited by 350.000 persons; export commitments to the value
of three million dollars were recorded during this period. A group of British buyers bought
items to a value of £500,000, a figure which was surpassed by a German group which made its
purchases through the Hispano—-CGerman 'Interindustria’ organisation. There were orders also

fram the Communist States and important deals were, of course, made with the United States.
There was a buyer of lathes at 100,000 pesetas each; another bought 80 Boring Machines at some
400,000 pesetas for each machine; and there were order:s’ for 48 drills at about 84,000 pesetas
apiece.

BU|ILDING OF SCHOOLS IN NAVARRA

Pamplona (OPE).— In the School Buildings Exhibition here one hall was devoted to
achievements in this sphere in the Province of Navarra.

In four years 146 schools and 151 homes for teachers have been built at a total cost
of 41,500,000 pesetas. During the two years, 1955-1256, before the present plan was initiated,
five mission pesetas were spent in this type of work to build .23 schools and 28 homes. The State
contributed half of this sum; the Diputacion Foral 1,200,000 pesetas; and the Municipalities the
reamainder, During 1957-1960, when the school building programme was already entered upon, the
State contributed 19,500,000 pesetas; the Diputacion, 9,700,000 and the Municipalities, 17,000,000.

During 1961, 53 schools will be built; 20 under the previous prograrme, 33 under the new.

In the capital (Bamplons)) four school groups with 123 school-rooms have been erected.
The cost amounted to -22,000,000 pesetas, to which the State contributed 7,853,000 pesetas; the
Diputacion Foral 8,858,000; and the Municipal governments, 10,720,000,

THE BASQUE FISHING FLEET

Bilbeo (OPE).— The fourteen fishing vessels which spent three months catching tunny in
Dekar waters have returned to Bermeo. One of them, the 'Gran San Pancracio', arrived under tow,
having broken a crankshaft. Another vessel, the 'Pio XII', arrived one man short on her crew-list;
an Asturian named Luis Montes, who lived in Mundsca, had died off Dakar,

Fifteen fishing vessels have left Bermeo for Algeciras on the first stage of a fishing
expedition to the zone of Rabat—Casablanca to catch tunny until mid-June.
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Two tunny ships are being built in Bilbao yards of the type used in Japan, with a capa~
city for freezing fifteen tons daily of fish and to preserve up to 820 tons of fish at a tempera—
ture of .20° below zero.

Half the fishing vessels which went to Dekar have set out on the return trip to Saint
Jean de Luz, ‘

MORE THAN 100 ELECTRIC POWER STATIONS IN VIZCAYA

Bilbao (OPE).— There are 117 electric power stations in Vizeaya. Of these 68 are hydro-
electric, 28 thermoelectric, and 21 mixed. Total power of the 117 stations is 237,642 kw., of which
93, 410 corresponds to the hydro-electric plants and 144,232 to the thermo-electric.

HElectric power output is estimated at 514 million per kw. hour; 186 million deriving from
turbines operated by waterfalls and 828 million by thermal processes,

THE IMPACT OF STABILIZATION

Bilbao (OPH).— Recently published figures for the establishment of companies in Vizcaya
show that during 1959 a total of 117 companies were set up with a total capital of 282,500,000 pesetas,
against more than 845,000,000 pesetas for the companies established in each of the previous threre
years.

Although statistics for 1860 have not yet been published, it is believed that the decrease
was even greater than in the year before.

These figures contrast sharply with the high totals for 1901 (482,000,000 pesetas) and 1918
(497,000,000) especially if it is borme in mind that the peseta of those times was worth very much

more than that of today.

MOORS AND JEWS |IN TUDELA

Panplona (CPR).— The Society of Friends of the Country, of Tudela, continues to honour
the memory of Benjamin de Tudela with a series of lectures. Don Juan de Navascues gave his under
the title, 'Tudela under the Dominion of Islam', He spoke about Maladi Amrus, first recorded
Mocrish Lord of Tudela, of Benu Gasi and Musa II, of the Banu Huds, of Mundir, 'The Blind Man of

Tudela', of Servet, and of Benjamin of Tudela.

LECTURE ON THE JEW BENJAMIN OF TUDELA

San Sebastian (OPE),- A Tudela lawyer, Don José Joaquin Montoro Sagdasti, has given a
lecture sponsored by the Aranzadi group of the Society of Friends of the Country at the Guipuzcoa

Cultural Circle. The subject: Benjamin de Tudela.

He spoke of the old and cordial relations of the Society of Priends of the Comtry in
Tudela with that of Verghra. He related the vicissitudes suffered by Tudele from the foundation of
this Basgue-Tberian township. He develpped fully his main theme, with quotations from the Jewish
author concerning the country itself, Tudela was at that time a river port of considerable movement,
and the Ebro was navigable as far as Barea, in the Rioja, It is, therefore, not impossible that
Sancho the Wise, on granting its statutes to San Sebastian, with the first maritime commeraial code
in the Iberian Peninsula, was inspired by nautical customs as practised at the time in Tudela, for
the monarch resided often at his castle there, When Benjamin travelled to Alexandria, he found

ships from Navarra in those waters.

It is, of gourse, a fact that at that time -and until the year 1200~ the Basque coast from
Bermeo to the east formed one boundary of the Kingdom of Naverre. In 1200, when the Duranguesado,
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Guipuzcoa and Alava pessed to the suzerainty of Castille and the 'frontier of malefactors' wes
set up between Guipuzcoa and Navarra, the mgritime trade of Navarra was conducted from the ports
of Bayonne ami: St. Jean de Luz. It was the Navarrese ships anchored in the port of Bayonne which
first boasted a fixed rudder, in place of the double oar at the stern.

The lecturer, who knows the Basque language (he used it at the opening of his talk)aid
not tell us whether Benjamin of Tudels was euskeldun, No doubt he is keeping that for another telk.

THE BASQUES AND THE AMNISTY CONFERENCE

Paris (OPE).— The Basque Delegation in Paris has issued the following statement:-

The Basque Democratic bodies have understood that official approaches to
Franco in favour of an amnist, were tending to encourage his acceptance

as & legitimate power and to continue the line which, in the world at
large, has led to his admittance to UNESCO, to UNO and to the Inter-Parlia
mentary Union.

The Basque political organisms -the Government of Buzkadi and the
Consultative Council- h2ve adjusted their standpoint to this conviction
and, in duty, to the acceptance of nothing which, even by implication,
might be taken to signify recognition of Franco',

OTHER ITEMS

THE AMNESTY CONFERENCE

Paris (OPE).- The Directing Committee of the C.I.S.A.I. has published the following
resolution: -

"On learning that on the 25th and 26th Merch & meeting is to be held in
Paris of the 'Conference of Western Europe for the Amesty of Spanish Prisoners
and Political Exiles', the 'internstional Camittee of Aid to the Iberian Anti-
Fascists' can only associate itself with the sense of solidarity which inspires
it. The liberation of the Spanish and Portuguese political prisoners is one
of the objectives of the C.I.S.A.I.

"The Committee of the C,I1,.S.A.I., which represents a large sector of the
Iberian anti-Franco organizations, wishes, nonetheless, to meke certain ob-
servations which it considers indispensable in the struggle for the libera~
tion of the prisoners and, more generally, in the struggdle against Franco.

"iHrstly, on the notice of meeting and the organization of this Conferen-
ce. The Committee considers that the calling and organization of this Conferen
ce do not offer sufficient guarantees for anti-Fasa st Spaniards. No convoca~
tion at all was issued to the existing aid and solidarity organizations in
existence, such as the 'Democrats Defence Fund' in London and the C.I.S.A.I.
in Paris.

"Secondly, in fundamental things. The absence of these Spanish organize~
tions poses a grave problem for the Conference. Ta fact, it is very necessary
to avoid reaching conclusions which would lead to results completely opposed
to those sought by those taking part in the Conferemce;, & division between the
anti-Franco organizations,

a) The character of twe cempaign; the G.I.S.A.L.is pleased to note
that in intellectual circles in Spain -some of which are close to the regime-
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there runs a current favourable to the amnesty. The letter of Sr. Menendez
Pidal and the intellectuals to Pranco's Minister of Justice underlines this
feeling: "They are trying to pardon those persons who find it impossible to
collaborate with us ( hat is to say, with the regime) in those tasks which
the life of our country exacts. This ammesty is presented as a consequence of
the consolidation of the regime: 'We feel that nothing justifies any longer
this painful fact'; 'The time has come to remove the last scars'. This
letter of Sr. Menendez Pidal —the only text of fundsmental concern— is
included in the 'dossier' of the Conference, Well, it is hardly necessary to
say tust the anti Franco organizations -especially those represented in the
C.I.8.A.1.- would not be able to share this vision of the problem. For those
opposed to Franco, it is not a question of asking Frenco for an amnesty or
for pardon, =till less to helps him liguidate the anti-Franco forces in exile
under a regime of national reconciliation. For the Spanish organizations re-
presented in the C,I.8.A.1. it is a matter, on the contrary, of carrying out
a campailgn to obtain the liberation of the prisoners, but without any politi-
cal implication.

b) 'National reconciliation': the most serious problem is, &s it
happens, that of the general political climate in whieh this campaign is
recorded. The Spanish organizations which collaborate with C.I.S.A.I. tend
to let it be known that the policy of 'martional reconciliation' could not
be theirs, since on the contrary, their entire action aims at a struggle
to the death with Franco's regime, whose own fault it is that snti—Franco.
militants are imprisoned and are dying. If the Conference were to pronoun—
ce itgelf in this sense or to approve texts capable of such interpretation,
the anti-Franco organizations which belong to the Committee would have to
oppose its conclusgions publicly!,

THE STUDENTS OF BARCELONA AND THE AMNESTY CAMPAIGN

Madrid (CPE).— By order of the Minister of National Education, Professor Garcia
Marquina, Vice-Rector of the University of Barcelona, has been enpowered to take proceedings
against the members of the 'chembers' of students who agreed to give their support to the
conclusions of the conference held in Paris on the amnesty of political prisoners.

The adherence of the students was agreed unanimously by the 'chambers' of students
of the Faculties of Law,letters and Heonomic Science, each of the two of the 'chambers'
having held their deliberations under the chairmanship of well-known professors: Sr. Alba
Ladejo, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Law; and Sr, Bassols, Dean of the Faculty of Letters,

THE FALANGE, THE OLD WOMAN, AND THE PRIEST

Madrid (OPE). I'The sffected Dominicen and the Excited 0ld Gueen' are the terms
employed by 'ARRIBA' to describe Father Pire, winner of the Nobel Peace Price, and the Gueen
Mother of Belgium, the grandmother of King Baudouin.

Both of them =that is, 'the pld Gueen of high tension emobions and the Dominican
equilibrist'— had collatorated in the camaign in favour of the political prisoners in Spain.
Franco's Press camnot forgive it,

AN INDIVISIBLE WHOLE

Madrid (OPE).- The Franco Press lends great importance to the fact that General
Franco has decided to call the 'colonies' of Spain 'provinces'. As if France would have
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benefited from Sarrsut and the Fourth Repu lic terming 'French Union' what Daladier and the
Third Republic called the 'Hmpire!'.

This is what the official newspaper 'ARRIBA' says on the subject:

"1t locks as if meny countries obstinately refuse to understand the enormous
difference hbetween a colony and & province, For same, anything not within the fron=
tiers of the nation is considered a colony, Every African country which has been
granted independence already feels that it has every right to demand that any other
'colony' on Africen soil -what could more properly be termed a province of a more
distant nation -should be granted forthwith liberty which it has not sought and
which it does not want, for the simple reason that it has long enjoyed a freedom which
some netions don't want to hear about.

"For Spain, which is again being made the object of lies and deceits, the provin-
ces Ifni, Sehara, Fernando Po and Rio Muni are as Spanish as those offfarradons, Sale~
manca or Malaga, even though the former are not situate in the Iberian Pepinsula itself,
But let no-one doubt that they form an integral part of national territory. They will
be defeuded against all attacks from outside".

INCURSION AND KIDNAPPING IN THE SAHARA

Paris (OFE).— A group of Moroccan irregulars recently mede an attack ageinst Block Two
of an oilfield in the so-called Spanish Saharan territory, The enterprise is a joint exploitation
by the Union Compeny and the Compafila Ibérica de Petrdleos (Iberian Petroleum Company), and the
installation involved in the incident is in the El Alum region, some twelve miles outside Moroccan
territory, from which the attackers cane.

The latter, who claimed to belong to the Southern Moroccan Liberation Army set fire to a
truck, looted tents and made their return to Moroccen territory with the eleven technicians they
had found in the camp. Three were American, two Canadian, five Spanish and one & Frenchman called
Paul Garcia,

An Associated Press despatch stated that, according to the Office of the Captain—Ceneral
of the Cenary Islands, teh prospectorg of the American Union Qil Company had been arrested by a
patrol of the Moroccan Army after having crossed the Moroccan border by mistake while engaged in
prospecting in Spanish Sahara.

This communique did not give the names of the ten technicians and merely stated that five
of them were Spanish. It added that moves to effect their repatriation had already been concluded.

According to a report in 'Paris-Presse’, nothing was officially known about the incident
in the Moroccan cepital.

KIDNAPPED PROSPECTORS

Paris (OPE).— 'Le Monde' has reported a Press conference in Rabat at which a Mr, Barker,
of the Union 0il Company, gave the following information:

"The drilling camp is twelve miles south of the Spanish-Moroccen frontier, in the
Sesuiet-el-Hamra, a territory administered by Spain; that Cemp Two, in which seismological
work is being carried on on behalf of 'United Geophysical', is five miles fram the Frontier;
and that the darilling team was one-and-s-quarter miles from the frontier,

"r. Barker also said that on Monday, 18th March, a remonnaissance group under Spanish
military escort which had gone to collect property snd pick up the technicians, hed foumdno
trace of them; nor was there any sign of a fight or any resistance.
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"he two trucks used by the missing team had been riddled with bullets, but there
was no sign of bloodstains anywhere,

" M. Barker ended his statement saying that his campany, Union Oil, had begun pros-
pecting work in the region a year ago and that no incident had ever taken place before.
He explained his presence in Rabat, saying that he had come to seek the help of the Moroc-
can authorities. '

CONTINUED TENSICON IN THE SPANISH SAHARA

Medrid (CPE).- Attscks by Moroccan irregulars against patrols of the Spanish Foreign
Legion in the Spanish Sehars have continued, according to reports in Madrid,

After the clash provoked by uniformed 'irregulars' in the region of Swars and Guin in
which one Spanigrd wes wounded and one Moroceen killed and another wounded, several minor attacks
have been made by groups trying to surprise outposts of the Spanish Foreign Legion. Seven wounded
Tegionries are in hospital in Las Palmas.

Madrid (OPE).- Several Madrid newspapers have sent special correspondents to the so-
called Spanish Sehara. One of the papers, the 'ABC' refers to the Moors who are threatening the
Spanish forces as 'foreigners'. It says of the situstion: 'On the one hand we have complete
calm among the population of the territory; on the other an exclusive -repeat exclusive- band
of fareigners retreating to the North, !

The correspondents write of three thousand soldiers having been sent to the area by
General Franco. They are not without their foreigners, either, especially in the Forcign Legion
'tercios !,

Last week, there was a clash near Smsra between Legion elements and loroccan Hirregulars'.
One man was killed and several wounged.

These latter facts are not reported in the Medrid Press. The papers do give space,however,
to the laying in Eilath (Israel) of the foundation stone of a distillery to convert seawater into
drinking water, with a capacity of 1,125,000 iitres daily at a cost of one peseta for seventy
litres.

The natives of the Sshara would probably prefer Franco's Mupire to build plant of this
type rather than arm, barracks.

OILMEN FRERD

Paris (0P1) -~ It is reported from Rebat that the eleven Americen, Canadian, Spanish and
Prench oilmen kidnepped ten days earlier by irregular nomad elements from the Sahare region of
Tarfaya (under Moroccan administration) and Seguiet-el-fHawra (Spanish-administered) have been set
free in Rabat. They were delivered by the lMoroccan suthorities to the respective diplomatic
missions, the foreign of ficials having been taken to the Royal Moroccan Army HQ in which the
prospectors had been held for five days.

The diplomets were subsequently received in audience by King Hassan II, it is reported,
in the presence of several Moroccen Ministers. The diplomats were told: 'We are at once pleased
and sorry that we are handing over to their respective diplomatic representatives, these men
whom we have had, almost in spite of ourselves, to pick up. They were working in a part of our
pational territory which is still under freign control and therefore outside our effective
jurisdiction, They had been captured by patriots working to achieve the final liberation of our
kingdor,

"The fact that the prospectors were brought without loss of time before the redional
authorities at Agadir is proof that we are considered the only legitimate authority extending
throughout, the land",
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The King ended by celling once again on 'international attention to these grave terri-
torial problems', inviting everyone, especially the Powers, to take more notice of the legitima-
te aspirations of our peoples'. '

In connection with this affaeir, Radio Habat states that the Spanish Government has pos-
ted to Seguiet—el-Hamra eight battalions (more than 8,000 men), over ind ahbove reinforcements
sent to Ceuta and Melilla, (

A SPEECH BY KING HASSAN IT

Madrid (CPE).- All Franco's newspavers have dutifully published a Note issued by the
Office of Diplomatic Information, with headlines like these: 'Spain not disposed W tolerate acts
of vioclence: will reply in appropriate form to any agressions against her'; 'Friendship, yes;
Intimidation, no!; !Inopportune speech by King of Morocco in Rabat'!'; 'Hassan IT tries to glorify
aggression and pillage perpetrated in Spain Province of the Sahara; he claims restoration of these
territories to his nation, when it is well-known that Morocco never exercised sovereignty over
the Spanish Sahara'.

There ig little more in the Note than 15 teld in these headlines, but it begins with
references to the speech by Hassan TI on the release of the Kidnapped oil workers.

"on this occasion",It says, '"he cansed surprise among his listemers with a speech which not
only failed to castigate or disown the act of bandlitry against men and property by armed forces from
Moroceo, but sought to glorify the acts of aggression and pillage by presenting them as the deeds of
'patriots' fighting for their liberstion'.

"Surprisingly, instead of msking exmuzes for what was, in effect. en internmational act of
aggression by Moroccan armed forces Or, worse, mrestiained armed bands based on Moroosco, he laid
claim, as being & part of his kingddom, on tiie Spanish territories of the Sahara, It is well known
that, Morocco never exercised sovereignty in these redions; not even in Tarfays which Spain, in
loyal fulfilment of her intermational undertakings, transferred to the Government of Rabat in
April 1953 merely because this territory featured in treaties ac a Spanish Prbtectorate. Both the
political title of Spain to these lands and her incontrovertitle juridical position in this res-
pect can be established merely by reading the terme of international agreements; rorsover, they
were recognised by Moroecco in the instrment of Declaration of Independence on 7th April, 1058.

"Spain has always followed a policy of loyal and close friendship with Morocco,
having aided and recognised her incorporation in the international commmity as an inde
pendent nation; and having, also, fulfilled all the obligations which she had under-
taken. Morocco has repaid this traditional Spanish attitude with the act of aggression
in Ifni; with the flouting of undertekings accepted in the instrument of independence
or signed thereafter; with protection for acts of pillage such as that at Cabo Bojador;
and now with the kidnapping, on Spenish territory, of a peaceable group of men and the
sacking and burning of their working tools.

"The Spanish Government advised the Moroccan Government, on 17th Jaunary, 1ith Fe-
bruary and 8th March last, of the detection of military preparations on their frontier
with our Ssharan province, foreseeing that these things would provoke acts of aggression
and other serious incidents; a forecast which found fulfilment in the secuestration of
the technicians who were, happily, released yesterday. Preparations of that kind con-
tinue, and as the Minister for Ioreign Affairs stated on the 18th of this month, the
attention of the Moroccan Covernment has sgdain been drawn to them with serious warnings
a8 to conseguence, Thig action was brought to the notice of the Covernments of the
United States, the United ¥ingdom, ¥rance, Portugal, the Arab nations, and also the
Secretary-General of the Inited Nations,

"As in the previous acts of agfression in Cabo Bojador and Ifni, these warlike pre-
parations in which the people of our provinces of the Sshara have never taken part,
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ddspite all efforts to subbarh them, contradict the very claims to peaceful purpose
of which boasting is now made.

"Spain is ready to continue her positive policy of friendship with Morocco, but
will not tolerate any act of violence; and, &s has already been made plain, she will
reply in suitable form to any acts of aggression which may be made against her."

FRANCO's BLUSTER, MOROCCAN BLUSTER

Madrid (OPE).- Hardly a day passes when the Press in Franco's Spain does not carry
an editorial on Morocco and the conduct of her Iing. Such a one, for example, as that in 'YA',
which urged the Rabat Covernment to come to proper decisions:

"By now, four days after the kidnapping, the victims should have been returned,
especially since the Covernment of Rabat has seen fit to announce that they were in
the hands of the Royal Army. The Royal Army being, in its turn, in the hands of
Mizzian, a Moroccan who was in the Spanish Army until his country won independence,
fighting for Franco in the Civil War, reaching the 1ank of Lieutenant-general and
achieving, tultimately, the surrender of the Spanish province of CGalicia.

For the sake of the honour of the Moroccen people and the good name of its Go—
vernment, heaged by the King himself, prompt justice must be duly done to Spain. No
sovereign State can make claim to dignity which is unable to snswer for a wrongful
act by its subjects against another State., If such acts are permitted and corrective
action is not taken against such crimes, no country can properly take its place among
civilised nations."

A subsequent editorial by the same paper dwelt on the cousideration that 'lMorocco does
not function as a lawful State' in that it did not return the kidnapped men snd did not punish
the kidnappers, adding that 'it is clear that on that frontier we have a hostile neighbour and
we must be on our guard'!. Thus the editorial was headlined 'Measures taken', and ended:

"The Spenish people are at one with their Government in its resolve to defend
itself against inspired banditry or against any undisguised military action by the
Rabat Covernment. For all practical purposes, it doesn't matter whether it is an
affair of bandits or of regular soldiers. All of us Spaniards feel responsible for
ensuring that our frontiers are respected."

"fith astonishment and with repulsion' was the title of another editorial in 'YA'
which mttacked King Hassan for having had the 'effrontery to endorse with his own authority the
latest armed aggression against our Sshara'. #ind forgetting both the treatment which Spain
gave during her warlike campaigns to the 'good people of Rif' as well as the imperial ambitions
which led Franco to occupy Tangier and make claim to Oran when the Spaniards as a whole wanted
nothing more pretentious than bread and work, the editorial ended with references to services
previously rendered:

"e sincerely believe that the good people of Rif, who must compare their
present penury with the comfortable situation which they enjoyed under our protec—
torate, will, in their heart of hearts, also reject the ill-advised policy of their
Covernment,

"Here we have a Covernment which, while it can give its subjects neither
bread nor work, sends its armed bandits to pillage foreign territory while it
proclaims its imperialist aspirations against our lands, those of Mauretania, Sene-
gal and Mali. ]
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"If, instead of buying planes and ams from Russia to menacg and attack its
neighbours, the Morrocan Coverrment devoted itself to the establishment of internmal
law and the acquisition of hread for its people and the unfolldng of ecohomic eppor-
tunities for the country, it would have our support and our sincere friendship. A
friendship demonstreted when, a year ago, Spain solicitously hastened at the time of
the Agadir earthquake disaster with.gifts and services of every kind. A friendship which
the Rabat Covernment insists on ridiculing with acts of disloyalty, threats and aggres
sive actions. We are sure, however, that all good Moroccans will treasure this same
friendship in their hearts. They have not forgotten that Spain made a decisive contri-
bution to the achievement of their independence, the personal freedom of King Moha~
med V, and the restoration of the throne."

Arg even later editorial maintains the line:

"Blusterings like these were tried by other Moroccan Covernment, and Spain duly
showed how insensate were their illusions. Let the Rabat Covernment dedicate itself
to ruling with justice and let it sbstain from assaults on other people's property,
because the owner is watching and will give the assailent his deserts."

"NOW IT'S SERIOUS"

Mgdrid (OPE).- A long editorial in the important Spanish official newspaper [ARRIBA
remerks that the King of Moroceo, instead of giving eglanations and making excuses for the recent
kidnapping of the oil men, 'disguised in patriotic hlusterings' the reprehensible actions of €le-
ments who, in carrying out the kidnapping, 'gave theuselves wnrestrainedly to an orgy of aggression,
pillage and banditry!'.

Tt was imperative', it added, 'that after the acts of aggression perpetrated in Ifni,
the shameful incident at Bojador, and the recent attack on the province of the Sehara, that the
Spenish Covernment should have brought things to firm ground: aggression is to be met by force. It
is at the risk of this that, if the Moroccan Covernment wants it, they can go on with the military
preparations on the frontier which betray their stubborn, warlike intentions. Morocco now knows that
we are taking things seriously, end that every act of agdression or viglence will be answered in
kind without loss of time!'.

Tt is unlikely that this threat will have frightened the King of Morocco to any note~
ble degree; he knows the history of his country and that of Spain. If Spain is now 'taking things
seriously!, was that old 'police action™ just a joke against the Moorish hill-billyes whose irre—
gulars cost the lives of so many Spanish soldiers and SO many millions of pesetas?.

Note: The Rif war of the twenties.

SPANTSH NEWSRAPERS SEIZED TN MOROCCO

Tangier (AFP).— For some time now the Moroccan authorities in Tangier and the northern
provinces have been seizing copies of Spanish newspspers arriving in Morocco by sea and air.

official statements make it clear that these measures have been taken in view of the
attacks which the Spanish Press has made on the Moroccan Govermment and King Hassan II, following
the capture of a numbre of oil engineers in the region of Sekiet—el -Hamira on 10th March. (The men
were, of course, released on 22nd March).

The seizure affects mainly the Franco newspspers 'ABC!', 'YA', and 1ARRTBA', the
attacks of which on Morocco have been held by the authoriti e to have heen particularly violent.




COOPERATION IN THE SAHARA

Madria (OPE) .- Under the litle of 'Cooperation', the Franco newspaper 'YA' carried an
editorisl on the exploitation of the resources of the Sahara, opting for the device of setting up
a type of cooperative organisation of Mediterranean powers to exploit, with the financial and techni
cal aid of other countries, the petroleum, natural gas, and other resources of the Saharan subsoil.

The writer adds that Spain and France have incontestable fiirst rights as being the two
Powers which 'civilised the Sahara!. He says that the time has now cowe to bring into being the
Eurcafricen Commumity which the paper has so often advocated.

ALARM IN MADRID AND LISBON

Lisbon (OPE).- Senhor Oliveira Salazar, President of the Portuguese Counsel, and se -
nor Castiella, Spanish Foreign Minister, held & two-hour conference recently in Liskon. It is believed
that they aiscussed the Security Cowncil vote at UNO in which the United States voted with Russia in
favour of the Afro-Asian motion on the Angola question,

Both Spain and Portugal seem to fear that they will be swept out of the African Continent,
and the thought must have inspired the after-dinmner speech by £r. Cestiells from which the following
excerpts are taken:

e are here to make an act of affirmation. We have come to & meeting in which we
want to continue to prove to the entire world the decision of two peoples, edch with its
own historical destiny, running in parallel with the other, to maintain and exalt the
personality of each, but joining forces in & higher alliance to defend them from any
attach upon their independence and their common spiritwal heritage".

"The present convulsive state of thing impels us to proclaim this identity —one which,
in fact, has always been present in our spirit. The world is passing through a period of
subversion and confusionimm, We are astonighed to witness a lengthy series of villainies
and surrenders intc which even those who should possess a more valiant conviction and a
rore wideawake spirit."

"In the wmidst of this universal disorder, perhaps because we stand firm and are not
given to flabby efforts to excuse our own legditimate existende, a major attack has been
mounted against Spain and Portugal."

Sry Castiella seemed to think that the affair of the liner 'Santa Maria' served to under-
line once again the solidarity of Spain and Portugal, and he ended thus:

"This solidarity must continue also to show itself in relation to those African pro-
blews which hold the attention of all of us. Without prejudice to other aspects of the
question, I think the world should reflect on the absurdity afforded by this new, sterile
Nonroism' which -heralded by lightly bandied slogans— wants to share out continents
on a basis of exclusiviam, blindly following geographical contours rather than the infi-
nitely more inportant historical reasans- which is to say, the human ones. Can we forget
that Portugal, for example, is not a piece of Iberian soil stretching from the Minho to
the Algarve, but a great land spilling from Iisbon to Timor, across the continents and
the oceans, for five centuries.

"And Spain, they forget, is a Furo—African country, and Turkey is established across
two continents; Russia, with frontiers rumning from the Pacific to the Beltic; the United
States stretching from Hawaiil to Florida, lespfrogging over Canada is legitimately and
in sovereign state established in Alaska, |

"This sort of arbitrary nonopoly of continents is no more than a contradiction of
higtory and of the !jus commumicationis! (right of comunication) of peoples, itself upheld
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by our theclogians, to which many great nations of today owe their birth. There is
nothing more to say, but to repeat the positive feeling of this meeting. The solide~
rity which binds us is older and deeper than any pact. That is why twenty-five years
ago, at a grave pass in the history of Spain, 1t found a spontaneous expression which
we Spaniards will never forget.® This solidarity will again find its meximum expres-—
sion whenever circumstances reguire it. It stems from our firm resolve to preserve
our most essential values and to be the wmasters of our own destiny."

Note: The reference is to official Portuguese support for Franco at the outbreak of the Civil
War in Spain in 1936.

BAD BUSINESS

Madrid (From our correspondent).- The treaty between Generalisimo Franco ard: Colonel
Peron, when the latter was President of Argentins, and the absurdity of Franco's agricultural
policy in the period 1939-1952 was the subject of some caustic contemporary comment by the free
Basque Press and Radio, hbut not all the awful conseguences were foreseen then,

Shortly before the Civil War Spain used to look to the South American States of the
River Plate area for foodstuffs: Argentina and Urugusy were to be the sources of maize, wheat
and meat whenever Spanish production fell short of national needs,

In 1932-1952 the depression which followed the neglect by Franco and his 'expert!,
Suanzes, of agriculture in Spain, led the Spanish .gemand for imports from the River Plate to
reach exaggerated proportions and to become indispensable. Thus Spain -Franco's Spain- was
lenced with a big indebtedness to Argentina, for Peron had agreed to let Franco have large-
scale credit facilities,

Today Spain has great need of grain and meat., But she does not turn her eyes to Argen—
tina, The fgentines, in fact, will have learned the truth of the old Spanish proverb: 'Lend money
to a friend and you loose toth money and friend'.

The fact is that Franco's debt to Argentina is the largest single obstacle to all
commerce between the twe countries. Argentina rust be paid, and Spain must eat. If Argentina
is paid, there is no money to buy the wherewithal to eat.

So Madrid has to look elsewhere, to people who have to pay Spain for what she exports
to thew. Thus one reads occasionally items of news like these:

"The Spanish Administration has made dispositions for two purchases of malze
totalling 73,000 tom: Payment will be made in Czech, Hungarian, Roumanian or Cuben currencics.
That is to say, :in the currencies which these countries owe us for goods which we Spaniards have
sold to them."

"The Minister of Commerce invites tenders for the purchase of 20,000 pigs from
Iulanag"

The position may be suwmerised thus: Argentina must suffer a reduction of trade with
Spain; as long as the Spenish land is neglected, Spain, econamically, will end up badly with every
other naticn on earth; and Spain's interests, so far as trade is concerned -are now linked with
the Communist countries.

URGENCY AND THE IRON CURTAIN

Madrid (OPE).- It seems that Spain is in a hurry to do business. According to 'Actua-
lidad Espafiola', official purchases are to be made of cotton 'without regard to countries of
origin', It was in this way that tenders were invited for the delivery of 100,000 tons of wheat
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which were found, on completion of the deal, to be of Iron Curtsin origin. A reference to no
specific country of origin is now taken to mesn that offers are invited from Cormunist countpies,

Official statistios on exports and imports in the period JanuarylOctober 1960 give
the following figures in millions of pesetas:

BUlgaris o....... 0. ARCE

Czechoslovaldia ..... 186 285
BUNZanTat ok . dnicrcimis 96 el
Poland ..... A O 101 o7
FOUMBIEE: | i arsieie sissiatals 5} o2
BB o e el a acaaa s 222 381
Jugoslavia .......... 42 111

670 1.022

The balance of trade, allowing for fractional figures and a small trading exchange
with Albenia, yielded 852 million pesetas in fawour of Spain.

During October vehicles were imported from Jugoslavia, the USSR, Hunggry and Gzechoslovaki_a,,

'pasta'! from Poland and the USSR. The principal Spanish exports were fruit, cork, lead, zinc and
some steel products shipped to Bulgaria.

I'NATIONAL-SYNDICALISM' HAS BECOME 'NATIONAL SYNDICALISM!'

Madrid (OPE).- Christened by Father Brugarcola, National-Syndicalism, which at birth
recalled in its initials and colours the syndicalism of the (Anarchist) CNT, has now been named
National Syndicalism (Sindicalismo Necional). In its report on the Syndical Congress, 'ARRIBA'
sais: -

"These two words, National Syndicalism, led to considerable discussion, Miss
Monice Plagza proposed that it should be termed 'Our Syndicalism', and she was se-
conded in this by Sr. Seez Conzalez, Father P. Brugarola, S.J., replied that the
word 'National', when used in the exercise of office, had roots in history, and he
opposed two systems which failed to recognise the concept of what was national:
liberal rationalism and international socialism, Thus the term 'National' to qualify
our Syndicalism is justified.

"Not everyone was convinced by the reasoning of Fathea Brugarola, and Sefiores
Peljoo, Sastre, VazZguez and Martinez Romero opted for the title of 'National-
Syndicalism (Nemional-Sindicalismo). Sr, de la Pefia then rose and told the meeting
that the Committee clearly sought to go beyond its trust, seeking, as it were, not
to modify or improve the structure of our Syndicalism, but that of the State itself,
since, in his understanding of the matter, the term 'Naticnal-Syndicalism' is politi
cal and not strictly Syndical. The chairman of the reporting committee, Sr. Romero,
said that the political theoreticians of the Falesnge, and Formerly those of the JONS,
created a political order, and within it a different way of conceiving Syndicalism;
but at the present time the State was not 'National-Syndicalist' and National Syndi-—
calism was a form of grouping, a sort of instrument of our workers' world."

When the proposal was put to the vote, the term 'National Syndicalism! was approved.
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DISORIENTATION IN POLITICAL ECONOMY

Bilteo (OPE).— A long speech was made at the Bilbso Machine Tools Exhibition on the
gth March by the Spanish Minister of Commerce. As Basque-manufactured mechine tools have in
recent months found important foreign markets, the Minister allowed himself to be carried away
into meking a number of highly optimistic statements beginning with an exposition of figures
relating to progress and Spanish trade in general and references to reserves of strong curren—
cies available to deal with the vagaries of the balance of payments.

Nevertheless the Minister drew attention to the fact that his Department has not got
complete responsibility for the march of the national economy. In his statement he said that
he does not forecast in any sbsolute way at the present time what will be the direction taken
by Spain in relation to the Common Market or with the Free Exchange areas. But he affirmed that
preparation must be made to join in the chosen area, to which end Spanish productive capacity
must be modernized.

The previous week's Bulletin of the Ministry of Commerce had declared that in Spain the
Ministry of Commerce was not responsible for the development of the functional and structural
policies of the export trade. It stated "that it might almost be said that it cannot even pramo
te the greater part of the necessary measures"., Alluding, without saying so, to the fact that
the Ministries of Industry snd Agriculture and also that of Finance have & special role, the
sriter ended thus: "Only when there exists a unitarien and decided policy of economic develop-
ment can one speak of an export policy. In the meantime it will be as well to turn to our
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classical literature, the rightful home of =0 meny evasions, and say with Cervantes, 'let us
be patient and shuffle the cards again'",

This frenk ending, with its freedom from illusions, is an indication of the lack of
orientation to be seen in the political econamy of the Spanish Covernment at the present time,

ROAD TO THE ‘ABYSS

Bilteo (OPE).- 'There are statistics which dont't lie, At times there are statistics
which are laid to rest in silence, because they would reveal alarming facts. Now one of them has
come to light.

The programme of Franco's Covernment has for the last three years been based on what
we might term economic recovery. Disinflation, stabilisation, reactivation: these were to be
its three stagdes,

But the programne has come to grief in the field of unemployment. The free syndical
organisations -among them notebly the UGT and STV- had been warhing that this was an abyss
which mugt not be overlooked; that between 150,000 and:200,000 new jobs had to be found every
year to maintain a tolerable level of employment, for the current annual rate of population
growth, based on the excess of births over deaths, lies between 300,000 and 850,000 inhabitemts.

The statistical data which suggests that Spain is merching into the abyss was published
by the Instituto NMacional de Prevision. In the last five years, its figures show that the total
of social-insured workers- somewhere in the region of 4,000,000 - has undergone the following
fluctuations: -

Increase over Decrease over
Year previous year previous year
1966 1218, 331
1957 104, 461
1958 155, 700
1959 43,800
1260 652,823

mhis weans thet in the past two years, instead of jobs inereasing by 150,000
(which must be regarded as the indispensable annual minimum increase), the posmion developed
g0 that the workers in 1960 found themselves short of :200,000 jobs.

Figures were given in the report up to and including September 1960; but no improvement
was recorded in that month, nor in October.

As all workers are compulsorily registered in the social insurance scheme, there is no
guestion at all of any misteke in the figures,

IMMI GRATION AND HOUSING IN VIZCAYA *

The population of Huzkadi has grown considerably in the last ten years as a result of
large scale immigration by Spaniards. There are vast towns in which this influx has demanded
construction of housing on such a scale thet newly-built umits in many cases outnumber those
which formerly made up the townships.

Examples of trends in Vizecaya can be found in the deteils fegistered in the following

places
LU /




: Housing units
Housing units in 1950 completely built

_ﬂ_g}nce 1880
Baracaldo 8.270 9.072
Basauri 2200 4,909
Portugalete 2,380 5.523

Bilbao 43. 250 34,773

More than 50 per cent of the units huilt since 1980 are owned by the occupants.

* one of the Provinces of Buzkadi,

CREATION OF A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY IN NAVARRE

By decree dated 6th August, 1960, which was published in the 'Acta Apostolicae Sedis'
during November last, the Holy See has created the Catholic University of Navarre, to be ad-
ministerded by the Opus Dei Order. It will have four faculties (Lew, Medicine, Philosophy &
Letters, and Science) and several institutes and Higher Schools, among them one -Engineering-
which will function in San Sebastian.

But the Spanish State does not recognise the degrees granted by this University, so
that the Basque country will, as hitherto, be denied its cultural head -for there is no
University at present in Huzkedi.

The Estudio General de Navarra in Pamplons, the capital of the Provincer which is now
raised to the status of a Catholic University, has one thousanml students from seventeen countrfies.

ACTIVITIES OF FRANCO'S SECRET POLICE IN
THE FRONTIER ZONE OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY

Irun (OPE).- Security police activities in the frontier zone near Irun have been
greatly increased in recent months.

No less than three independent organs of the Military Police attached to the Army fung
tion between here and Sen Sebastian, a distence of only 8 8/4 miles.

A new forece in 'ecivvies' has also been added to the organisations controlled by the
Ministry of Government, a civilian Ministry, which already include umits in wniform and in
mufti. The existing forces were, and still are, grouped under the Directorate-General of
Security, (DGS), the group in mufti being generally known as the 'Secret Police!,

Now the Directorate-General of the Civil Guard has thought fit to run its own secret
police, and it is already at work in the frontier zones, To distinguish it from the DGS foree,
it may be called the "Secret Police Reserve'.

Tt exercises its power to detain and interrogate suspects or presumed felons, but
does not itself prepare statements for submisgion to the judicial authorities. When cases
do arise calling for such action, the Civil Guard units formally pass their cases over 1o
the Commissioners of 'the other Secret PoliceT,

It is believed that the intensified security moves are connected with activities
attributed to DRIL (Directorio Revolucicnario Iberico de Liberacion; Iberian Revolutionary
Liberation Directorate), and it has beer ebserved that the several security organisations
have been sending agents, under tourist cover, to France and several other countries having
Spanish emigre communities.

Persons returning from abroad have reported that agents of Franco's police services
have penetrated the ranks of DRIL in order both to be informed of its activities and specifi-
cally, to provoke its less sophisticated members into terrorist acts.




CATTLE FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE I|RON CURTAIN

248 heads of cattle have been landed in Bilbso, at the Zorroza docks, from cattle farms
in Poland. They had been bought by ¢ A T, the Franco Covernment's State supplies organisation,

The cattle were driven, with great effort and much noise, through a level-crossing and
several streets to the municipal slaughter-house.

NEWS | TEMS

— Tt is expected that the new Convair planes for the Fuenterrabia ~ Madrid route will come
into service on July 15th.

— The Mayor of Bilbso is to send a wrought—iron key in the style of the XVITth century,
as a symbol of the city to the Mayor of Pittsburg, who made a similar presentation not long ago.

— The Bermeo fishing fleets have carried out winter fighing operations off the West Coast
of Africe (Frestown and Dakar) in association with North American and Ttalian business interests,

— Twenty—five— double—decker buses, formerly owned and operated by London Transport, have
been unloaded in the port of Pasajes. They are to run on the San Sebastian linegto Venta Berri end
I8ueldo.

— The General Hlectric Company (affiliated with the American company of the seme neme) has
built and delivered two trensformers, each of 75,000 kilowatss, to the Aluminio de Galicia factory
at La Corufia. Bach transformer weighed 117 tons. The company is building 400 transformers to be
used in the electrification of important areas of the South Americen republic of Colombia, but
100 workers have been dismissed by the firm and it is thought that 300 more will be affected.

— Mass migration by Spanish workers and their families from different provinces has caused
the illiteracy rate in Vizecaya to rise from two per cent a few years ago to 4.5 per cent.

— A machine tools exhibition was held in Bilbao between 8 - 12 March. Products were exhibited
by 176 firms of the 220 engaged in the industry.

— rThe Municipelity of Sopuerta, in the mining ares of Vizcaya, has agreed to give up @
hectare of mountein land to any resident asking for it, for & period of 45 years, for reafforestation
purposes. 'The Muicipality will exact 15 per cent of the value of the trees when cut and sold.

OTHERS

THE REPLY OF THE MINISTER OF SYNDICATES TO
THE CARDINAL OF TOLEDO

In its issue of 5th March, the Paris review, "La Documentation Catholigue", has published
a  long report on a letter dated 21st December, 1960, in which Franco's Minister of Syndicates
replied to & letter fram Cardinal Pla y Deniel on the subject of the syndical elections of the
worker organizations of Catholic Action. The Minister insisted that, as provided by ordinance, these
bodies were not competent to partake in the elections.

The essential part of the reply says, "... the petition was not made by individuals or
groups in their status as electors -the only ones entitled to a hearing by virtue of the ordinance-
but by non-syndical bodies. Thus,to have admitted the petition, would have been contrary to the
ordinsnce. The #yndical orgsnization has within it only syndicates; and in its election it
cannot occupy itself with anything other than the electors and cendidates".

This reply is, to say the least, a curious one in a country which claims to reject inorganio
democracy and states that its own is an organic democracy. For the rest, the Minister addresses




himself with all respect to the Primate 'in his position as a Catholic, a ~paniard, a Syndical
Director and a Minister!'.

FOR THE POLITICAL PRI'SONERS

Paris (1%, .— The Minister of Justice of the Spanish Republican Govermment in Exile has
addressed the following letter to the Dean of the College of Lewyers of Madrid:

"Dear Desn,

I am writing to you to bring to your notice & question which is assuming an
International character, that of the political prisoners who are suffering senten—
ces in Spanish prisons,

The only elected office in Spain is that which you hold. The repressive
apparat of Franco's dictatorship does not permit Spaniards to elect their repre—
sentative men, But this does not spply in your case, a case unigue in Spain. You
have been €lected freely and democratically, That is why I am addressing myself to you,

T personally voted for you in Madrid a year ago for the office of Dean, I was
supervisor at those elections at a time when I was concerned over the defence of
the political prisoners at the Tribunals in Spain., Today I do not defend them before
the qribunals of my country; today I defend them before the conscience of the world,
If men of law who are despised by the dictatorship represent nothing in Spain, let
us acknowledge the fact, lMr, Dean, and let us guit the farce.

You are honoured by your gesture in entering the prison of Carabanchel, as Dean
of the Cobllege of Lawyers, to visit a political prisoner. Just as you are honoured
by the protest which you presented to the Director-General of Prisons; just as you
are honoured by your protest before the problem of judicial standards. It is time now
to return to stendards of dignity and morality in judicial affairs. This world of the
Spanish dictatorship is filled with moral lameness, silent complicities, and exclusive
preocupations with lucrative ends. It must not be forgotien and we men of law in
Spain must not forget, that men like Ossorio y Gallardo -who was one of your pred_g
cessors as Dean— Felipe Sanchez Romdn, Ruiz Funes, Albornoz, Jimenez de Asta,Manuel
Pedroso, or Bernaldo de Quiros, took the road to exile,

Now we have learned that 434 lawyers, magistrates, judges and notaries have died
in exile, And they have died in exile because they were able to escape the hands of
the wretched prosecutors of the Spanish repression, a repression which began in 1939
and continues still. The first day of peace was the first day of repression. The
monstrous sentences of those days, which began with the life imprisonment of Don Ju-—
lian Besteiro, who died in Carmona prison at the age of 70, are the seme that we see
today in the sentences on Don Julio Cerdn Ayuso, Don Gregorio Ortiz Riscol, Don Jorge
Pujol or Don Antonio Amat Malz,

Spain, a country with a long juridical tradition, is suffering a dictatorship
which is not only the negation of the Rights of Man and the negation of Law, but also
the sheme of Furope. The scandal of the Spanish political prisoners echoes around the
world; the farce of the Spanish tribunals when they judgde political defendants is
becoming known in detail; the repressive legislation of the dictatorship is no
longer a secret to anyone.

Mr. Dean,the days which are coming, days of trial for the professional defending class in
Law, are grave, It is not anly the political prisoners who cry out for justice but a whole country
Spain, which is awskening fram a nightmere,

I am, Mr. Dean,
Yours faithfully,
ANTONIO ALONSO BANCS

Minister of Justice of the Spanish
Republican Government in le
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FRANCO AND THE ECONOMIC SITUATION

Medrid (OPE).- In the closing speech at the Syndical Congress here recently, Ceneral Franco did
not conceal his fears about the econcnic outlook.

"fie are not living in bonanza times", he said. "I must tell you once sgain that we are passing through
difficult times, times of cold war in every sphere.life is and alweys has been a strugdle, and to mest the
gltuation we must have the conmplete wity o the men and the territories of Spain; we must fortify the natio
nal ‘sinews;we must create a nation strong in every vay. ‘

e live in difficult times, and we must hasten the development of our technicsl econarics in all as-
pects. We have left the stagde of stabilisation,we are about to enter upon the plain of develomment; but we
shall have to do all this in a difficult international economic sitvation which conteins us and vhich camels
us to campete in the markets of the world, These circumstences impose on us the necessity to improve our
industries and our produce so that we can enter these markets on & campetitive besis, T is all very delicste
for as there have been economic imperialisus, colonialians, powerful nations and proletsrisn or poor nations,
so today we have the so-called vast economic aress and the areas of great economic agreanents which, concerned
as they are with self-inrerest, fordet the needs of the amall veoples... If we are to come through in this
new stade, we must prepere to fight, 1o defend owr production and prepered to hold o own until s sense of
Justice and cansideraticn for less well-developed comtries is given expression.

"ion dmtbear in mind that world political trends are roo oo . which the grest povwers would
wisgh for., If we examine modern political evolution, you will see that it has shomn the same charag
teristice everywhere: everywhers there ig anti-capitalism, enti-imperialism, national anxieties,
agpirations to a better life, hopes for social justice; the pursuit of effective political formules;
defeats for the old political systess which do not allow them to develop. This is a general rovement,
and it cannot tolerate undercover imperislisms or those classical economic aress when these ctand
in the way of its development.

"A11 these hopes will find an outlet, and if they are denied xonStructive outlets, they will
find them Communism or what have you. In this order of things, we represent cne solution -not the
solution- and it is in that 1light that we must regard curselves".

General Franco ended with a reference to the !forces of evil':

"ost of the attacks that are made against us come from the old politicians, from cepitalism,
from mascnry, from all the forces of evil joined together to defend a wornout front which has
already been overrun by Commumism, They know well that we have a solution for the achievement in
many other countries of their national social-rconomic aspirations,"

Franco's speech has not been the subject of official comment, but for some time it hag
been thought that Frenco is planning to chenge his economic policy. Winancial circles are so sure
that Franco has taken such a deoiZion thal the Stock Exchande has registered in the course of the
lasgt few weeks a surprising improvanent in the guotationg of shares of private enterprises.
Desgpite symptams of a fall in prices already appearing at the tiue, the Press recorded guotations
notably higher than those obtsining at the end of last year. This is illustrated by prices of
typical stocks in esch of the various groups:-—

Banco Hispano Americanc was 6437 as compared with 540% on 80.12.1960; Iberduero, 291%
(277.75%); Altos Hornos de Vizeaya, 216 (177); Baboook Wileox, 880 (812.50); Mines del Rif, 348
(815); Azucarers del Ebro, 428 (417); Banco de Vizcaya, 800 (724).

These rises in guotations are generally attributed to Gemeral Franco's decision to
change his policy by abandoning his monetery stabilisation plans.
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d Towards the end of May 1980 & document ‘bearing the -signatures of 880
priests belonging to the diocesses of Pamplone, Vitoria, ‘San Sebastian and Bilbeo, "that
is to-say, the whole of the Basque Country under Spain,'was hen d'to each of their respec
‘tive Bishops, We.give a translation of the entire letter bellow,

On the 7th of July, the four Bishops publighed s decleration in which they -gtated
‘that they had received the document in'a "not very corréct manner" and that they refused to
accept it because it contained Nobvious fal sehoods™ and beeause they considered it had a
polifiesal charscter.

‘Since then, on’'various ocecasions, the RBishops: and éven the Apostolie Nunecio in
Madrid, have referred to 'the said doctment without as yet publishing it or exposing the
.gievious sccusations which the document contains.

The 889 "signing priests have mantained an ‘absolute silence -since last Mey on this
matter, inspite of the guantity of erticles sne controversies which this document hes aroused,

‘The events: denovnced by these Basque priests-still exist in the Basque Country and
outside it, in all the territory dominsted by the Government of 'General Franco.

", BOTER WRITTEN TO THE REV. EBISEOPS OF VITORIA, SAN SEBASTIAN, EILEAO, .AND PAMPLONA
AND SIGNED EY :3% PRIESTS OF THEIR DIOCESES OF THE 80TH MAY J€60.

"o -gubmit to injustice without protesting or
fighting against it is not wor of a men
nor of a'Christi=n, "

(Card. SALIBGE)

"+t quite some time-since eny document bearing the signatures of a group
of Basqué priests has sppeared, This-silence conld well ‘be wrongly interpreted or
perhaps &ven attributed to'a lack of responsibility of conscience in the face of facts
‘and events which demend & frenk and unbiassed attitude from: those ‘of us who consider
‘it our duty t9: proclaim the postulate of truth, liberty -and-the dignity of man. -We
‘would-not wish our-silence to be the cause of our being accused of complicity.

"Jur conscience commends us to refer in this wri'ting"z'ﬁo the sbyss vhich is daily
growing between us end the-souls whose custody ‘and. guidence ‘have been entrusted 10 us.




"The accusations made against Ls have become, 'becsuse of their force and
magnitude, a reel clamour, ld in thése that wiiy have. actually heard there is-such a varied
‘spectre of deception and different resctions that it is en iIl-omen in the spiritual
horizon of ovr people, though & faithful image of the hostile atmosphere which serrounds
us.

A "We expect that this testimony of ovrs, the priests who are in daily.contact
with the people, will not be rejected, It would be a very grave error to underestimste.
the grievousness of a2 situation which can endanger the future of the Church in our
dioceses for generations to come,

"To minimize the importance of the present situation, to consider it as a
paasinfrxihasa which the Churech will be able to take in its'stride, would bhe to expose
the-spiritual future of our pecple to grave risks and consdatpences,

"ur attitude is that of & proper exemination of conscience; a‘'serene, un-—
impassioned and objective search of the evils which assail vs; ‘that of glving thenm
public recognition, becange they afféct the Christian life of our people and of directing
our efforts to the necessary rectification of them,

"After mature and seremna refleation we, the priests who sl

gn thie dooument
have chomen this way of expressing ourselves, sceepting fvll responsibility for this
writing which compromises us hut personally.

ReaZfirmetion of principles

" We base our snelysis on the well known dooctrine of the Church on the natu-.
ral rights of men and of peoples. It 18 not necessary to ennumerate here the innume=- -
rable Texts and documents of the lilerarchy of the Chureh in which thia dootrine %= ;
founded and déveloped. Being one of the latest published and becsuse it refers to  a
soolal ‘gituation somewhat esnelogous to that of our people,we will gote but the'fellowing
lines of the Collective Letter of the Bishops of the Iominican R lie. They have
recently: deelared:

"ihe ronts and origins of all right sre founded in the 4nviolable
"3 gnity of the human person, Tech human being, even before its birth, has
"a number of rights which are superior and have priority over those of any
"State, fThey are intangible rights whose free excercise and whose field of
Vactivities cannoi be impeded, restricted or diminished éven by the sum
"total of all human powers. "M

"A11 natvral rights of individvels 2nd of peoples are derived from this invig
lable di%nity of the humm being. Such are the right to:life, the right to form a home
the right to work, to emigrate. Ouch is the right to freedom of conscience, to freedom
of the press, to'freedom of association, etc.

"Freedom is one of the most sesered and inviolable rights which the State is
-bound to recognise end respect.

"In the corplete Cartstisn concept of freedom the inviolebility of the.cons—~
cience is perforce included. -We offirm that it is not legitimate to menage human
consciences, be it Eenetx_-atir ¢ their secrets by means of violence; be it burdenni
thean with strange ideas by methods #hid are divorded from all rational pmceduresi t
is not legitimate to torture, nor drug, nor brain-wash, nor to sulpeit rublic ggin on
to the pressure of a-sn;gez-—;mopaganda founded on p'schoiogical techni tues obliviou
the respect due to the transcendent dignity of mean.

2 of

"o be able to excercise this freedom it is 1ndis§msable for men to know
with anteriority all the elementa necessary for fudging, It is moral law, Eence the
right of man to truth. The onessided Timitation or falseflying of truth is an sauthentic
and sacriligeous mutilation, Pope Pius XIT affirms with regard to publio-opinion:

"mpyublic opinfon is, in effect, the patrimony of eny soclety sed of
®men who, conscious of ther personal and social conduct, are intimetely
mwedded to the community to which they belong, Pnblic opinion is the
"acho of the events =nd actual gituations in the spirits amd ‘udgements of
"the people™. .. ™o drown (the voice) of the eitizens, reducing It 4o an
"enforced silence, fs, in ihe eves of every Chrmstian, o transgression of




v

the natural rignts of man,'s'vielation of the order of the world as eéﬁa’bledled'z{l God™.. "We
‘believe that this Catholic eonception of Public opinion, of its function end of the-services
‘which the Press lends'to it is' completely jmst-ang- rifcessary "to open:for men, according to our
ideal, the way to truth, justice and peace." (to' journalfsts, 1B8,2.1680),

In:defending liberty as the-sacred right of évery man we also defend the right of .
every people, every ethnic:group and of ever{ physical or moral personality to liberty and - salf—
determination within the limits established by natural snd positive=divine law, Respect for all
mogalé;glg:ﬂsfl;s Catholic doctrine and it is-some time sincersociety comdemned genocide publicly
and offici: .

Analysis of reality

Héaving briefly noted the basis os our attitude above we now proceed to the analysis
of the actual -situation,

We-sincerely belieéve that neither the individusal, nor the elasses, nor the peoples

that integrate the Spanish Stete enjoy sufficient liberty., It is enough for one'to open ones

eyes to-see the-sad reality, Oontinually we see that persons have been arrested -for ectivities
contrary to the unique pelitieal thought irpesed by the State. They ' are arrested for voicing pb—
bliely or even privetely, opinions waich do not eoincide with those of the Gdvernment but which
in themselves:are ouite opinable., _And since normal means of ezpresain%'the'tm‘th_ara lacking,
“that which is but -the excercisging of s right becomes a transgression of the law: thus it has
khappenned that persons have heen arrested for handing out leaflets in which nothing false or
injuet was-said, Guite the contrary, they s2id things which the'Covernment itself has the duty
of “saying and of permitting to'be said but which for years now it has been-silencing, The law
which these people! are bresking is, therefore; an vnjust law and herein. lies the problem.

During the whole B4 yesrs that this regime Is lasting people: are gaoled ¥sine die"
for months and ®ven years, Afteris lapse of time which is arbitrarily decided upon by the Go-
‘yernor, the Director of Security or a linister they are brought up before a Special Military
Tribunal ‘end’ charged with the very grave accusation of '"rebellion against the State!, for the
only reason of having had the coursge to consider thet these who rule are neither impeceable
nor infelible. While gaoled their families mre in continuous anguish because they ignore their
whereabouts or éven when they will ‘be tried. BSuch extremes have been reached that mahy relations
dare not visit those.gaoled for fear of drawing-suspicions upon themselves, .And many people in !
hi%h positions and with moral suthority consider that it §s to mbch to esk of them to use their
influence on behalf of those genled.

‘The likelyhood of en impartisl trial is-so-slight that it becomes necessary to  adopt
every posible %raem:tion lest the esprice or-servility of a Judge commit‘some-%zjave injustice. The
"inero de los Bspafioles" (Freedoms of Spaniards) is a.dead thing and its ostentation before the
world a reflection of the insincerity of the stmosphere in Spain. The truth of the matter is that
a11, the elements of power, all the positions of responsability end influence from Ministerial port—
folios to the Mayor of a town, from the Rector of a University to the Government employee in’ charge
of & Department are named by the unigue and unsppealable suthority, In-such an'atmosphere it is
-humenly impossible to' avoid-servility.

Fven a criminal does not: lose all his rights for the fact of being one. In a fuaranteed
triel he may lose éven his right to life, but never without a judicial order in' accordance with the,
demends of natural law, This order: demands t@@-fulfi]lin% of certain guarsntees without which it
would not-seibve to achieve the and which it pretends, that s, "judicial -security" or in the words
of Pius XII, "a concrete-sphere of law, protected sgainst any jarbitraryrattack!, This mesns, ' among
other things, "clear judicial norms, waich may not be miarepresen‘hedﬂPius XII).

Not; withstending, we affirm that the Executive Power in Spain interferes with the Judi
ciary, guiding,:directing and dictating to it according to the politieal views of the Political Chief.

Tn the Policé Stations of our country torture is used as'a method for obtaining informe—
tion from or regarding the transgressor of a law, which is often unimportent and not seldom &ven
uniust, The-slightest ill=willed suspicion is enough for a police officer of the "guardia civil! on
dnty to irrespomsibly flog, torture and éven wound any citizen who often is innocent of the guilt
sttributed ‘to -him., We are not talking sbout isolated cases. It is'a-system-since-the authorities
¥now the factsiand tolerate them, A system obviously at varisnce with the principles of Law. .And the
. generalizations of -sich methods in Furope or Algeria Is no excuse, The unanimity of all history
in-the utilization of these methods would not meke them legitimate'sihce"hhqsr'lare’tr:j!;'ally immoral,
#fan’ can never: lose the right to the inviolability of his ‘gonscience, It is the patrimony of the
sonl which belongs to ' Ged.
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Nobody can:doubt that, these évents to which we:draw attention, 'although we' cannot
cover them all, h&gpn in Spain to=dey end we have documents and concret® proofs of them. It is
these facts which:dksturb the Country, end not only this country but the wﬁola Western World,
‘ag-shom by the fact that various foreign representations of the Diplomatic Corps and Political
parties have visited Spain in order-to witness political ~trials, visit geols end inform themsel— -
‘ves generally, . Also to restrain the excesses of the Spenish State sagainst the individual by
their presence snd attitude, :

It isia moral norm, that man, ‘so that he mei be responsible of his acts, requires not
only freedom of aetion but also a prior fcnov.&edge il the elements necessary to formn an opinion,

Jny intimidation, be it physiel or moral, .goes ‘against personal freedom end denatu—
ralises the human sction., Prain-washigs, super-propagenda and the one=sided representation of
évents are contrary to that prior kmowledge which is a fundamental condition -so that man may &ccept
‘full responsibility for his acts,

In Spain the State s "totalitarian at the service of the intagrity of 'Country", The
Country- ¥s'the Ysupreme reality", it is the incarnation of the State and of the National will,
Copyin dogmatism from religion it establishes the infalibility of the Chief, with a1l the cons-—
quences which this earries with it.

We cen say that this plan of sction,aramw up by the regime since its very begginings
is being ecarried out to its full extent. Neither the pompous speeches in which to—day the rontrary
is affirmed nor the writings vertically directed at rublic opinion ean deny the obvius facts of o
Spanish institubiomal life, This supen=propagsnds has taken over the Press the Radio and every
other means of diffusing ideas and the nearly idolatrous worship of the Chief is also & reality,
Thus :gan it be explained how & representative of the Department of Press end Propagenda, as if
all Spain were bﬁ ‘s Primsry School, csn correct the teachers in matters concerning economics
‘sociology, gedago , ete, Also that a Minister of a Catholic State dares to dispute publicly with

5 menber of the Catholic Hierarchy in matters of morals and that the Church is not allowed to
teach freely with any other texts execept those strietly agreed upon,

"public opinien is necesssry to open the wey of truth, justice and peace to men™ ..
"+ isia fact that the Press finds itself among the principal factors which
"eontribute to the formation of public opinion',

(Pius ¥IT)

The fact is that those responsible in Spain have extirpated the very roots of any
kind of public opinion by talking over of interfering with every means of public expression of
thought and by the repression by means of Military Tribunals, of Bﬂ ¥ind of politiecal menifes—
tations which are not exactly in line with the political thoughts they have exclusively imposed.
Without sny Press Law to guarantee its work and submitted to _a.eensorshigoan& control completely
dependent on the interests of the State, it is humanly imposible for it fulfil its mission

properly.

The Spanish Press, inverting the order established Iq God, is en instrument for
the deformetion of public opinion., It does not capacitate the citizen for public 1ife; it

forbids the judging of the sctivities of the political, economical or 'social forces in the country
and the siding against unilateral propagendas or even the forming of other ideologies compatible
with Natural and Divine law. It arbitrarily reduces the right to express opinions. It does not
allow the citizen t0 control the management of public life. And instead of forming and-spreadin
it they"dfown in cold blood any spontanelty of pubkic opinion and reduce it to & blind and docile
conformism of ideas and opinions. "

Md what we say of the Press we can vouch that it is true also of the Radio.
It all-seems absurd but it is absolutely true.

: We reject ss antinatural and enti=Christian this procedure and this absorbing
-system. Even if $ts intentions were to bathe the whole world in the waters, ofvthe’iGospel we
Wonld reject it-callihg thrhind - 8t, Paunl's "ratienabile obsecuium'. _

And what can be said of the freedom of assoeistion in its two aspects: political
snd -social?,

When & country enjo;rs liberty in its citizens there funetion orga.nisms which pro-—
tect liberty. Parliament;, Political Parties or Syndieates diaallowga_ny-tﬁosmble' abuse or injus—
tice snd control the activities of public powers, It must be admitted that man"s actions are
defective but the free use of his rights by the citizen is a factor of public honesty. In
Fpain this effieient instrument is missing. In Spain there do not exist either en authentic

Tarlisment, political fréedom or syndical freedom. The one—party ‘system plus a directed Parliament
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both in compléite submission toythe Chief, are the basic-structure of the Spemish State, The Spaniazh
syndicate, as Mons, Pildain well described it "is neither a-syndigate nor'is i+t christian™ T%
has been created by the State and it)defends the interests of the State which it very efficiently
‘represents, What pguarantes can these-syndieates offer for the defence of ‘the interests of the
‘workers in their Just and natural vindieation.

Muthentic -syndicates, ‘that ¢s to at?'free-syndic;ates, emanating from the working elasaes
and mgoying"hhair.ocnﬁdehca is not only a right petaining tc thee masses but also the most
effective and ' adequate means known in our times-so that théy ean exceéicise their responsability
in-the economiecel ahf-sociel life which includes righte as wdl ag duties, The actmal economio
crisis and the-serious évents which may conseguently follow it demomstrate sharply the need for
‘such “syndicates, We ' fall ‘to-see how our workers mre expested to understant the necessity of
whatéver measures of austerity it may be essential “to adopt, and éven leéss that they chould com=
ply with them when this right emd this means %s-still denied them, Neither ean we‘see how their
‘rezctions can ‘be Gontrelled if they feel they have been unjusly trampelled on,

Thersame can her-said e@ncerning politieal freedom. Without Ealitiaal-freedom there can
‘be no partaking in public administration nor is there an access to pu licg@sitions in general,
Bhat guarantee of: @efence of the common good or of respect of the human being can be offered hy
‘an administration which deifies the'Chief of Btate and considers the human being as merely an
instrument of that State.

' ‘Defence of the Rights of the Basque countuy

We cannot help but'speak more particularly of our Country, this Basgue comntry. to
which we belong'and in which we excerecise our apmstiremip, We PBasoue priests love our Country
with the same ri%‘hfmd"me:gme obligation of matural and Christien plety as the oastillian

riest loves Gastille’and the Bishops of Uganda léve that himan family of whiech 'God has wented

em to form: a part. We Bastme priests beliéve that it ie within our attrilutes to 'be able io
Sudge.and -t.ohave’smﬁments-_aa-to'the-tmgmjal' conveniences of our people. "These dttributed
are the-same as all the priests the world édver =lliow themselves townrds thelr reaEect‘! ve
countries, Moreover, we beliéve that it fr'2 bislogical nenessity and arduty. We know that our
consecration to'CGed and -to the Chubch impoces unon us mmong other things, “that we renounce
interference in temporal affeire, But we, as part of the Church and-the tedching Church, reseive
for ourselves the t and the: duty of: denouncing the attempts which through error or L.l'wﬁ'll,
may ‘be made egainst the natural rights of our people.

Therefore we:denounce, before all “enaniards and the whole world, the policy which
rul es to-day in Spain, of considering the ethniail, linmistic and-sdeinl characteristies which
'God. ghve the Basques, ' as something belonging to the past, of either i%ﬁnr&ng"&he' completely or
else visciously persecuting thew, And nobody benefits from this but it does évidently harm our
‘highest interests: -the-spiritual ones. -

S
If the-stones of a national monument ere cared for beecause of their architectural

‘beanty and beecasuse they reeall-the spirit of the ope thpyt masonned “then then, “surely, Muzkern

( “the Basque:langusge), whichifis a neceseary instvument for the évangelisstion snd the culture

of the Basque Country, has'a right before the Chureh and Givilization; 'a right to liwve and to

be used, ‘the ignoring of which would denounce in the Church, and absurdity, and a barefaced "

contradiction and in Society, an antihuman and reactionary policy, éven to them extent of genocide,

‘This §s our.ease in Spain to=dsay, There is no politieal, historieal or-social reason
which cen: justify-such:a crime. ;

Your Grace: We héve exposed here what we think fs one of the fundamental causes for
the abyss which is-@aig.gmwing'betwesn us and ~the-souls that have been’ confided to our care,
1t is none other:than the contradiction which exists between Catholie teaching on the rights of the
human‘being'_and-‘mie unfulfilment of it 'IJ;'-& regime which officially ealls itself Catholic and to
which the Catholic Hierarchy decidedly. gives support, This ¥s the aecusation made against us,

We have endeavoured to make a-serene, ¢hjective end wnimpassioned-study of the real
‘situstion in Spain, d

We expeect that you will understend the sorrow and the deep worry which'héve forced us
“to take this:determination, : ;

‘Tt is'very painful for us priests to have to.give testimony of these facts. But our
- isngerdotal mission: does not permit us to remsin-silent.

There is no doctrine nor greater desire reiaated oftener in the Christian falth than
the idea and the wish:for peace. In the great prophetieal 'vaticinations the kihgdom of 'God is
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‘spoken of as'a "kingdom of peace, a work of justice!, In.a hi lirieal, passage the world is
represented pacified to-such an extent under the rule of the Mesias that even the wild heasts are
gitﬂp&ace 2:;.3}1 man: "™he child will put hand underneath the stones and the-serpent will not bite
i s.

'Christienity is impregnated with this sentiment and desire for peasce. Jesus Christ
is the WPrince of Peteell,

The pacification of-spirits through truth and charity iIs our.greatest wich and aspiras
“tion. Our Country needs snd:desires it.

Your 'Grace: We beseech you that as Fsther, Pastor and Rector of our people to look
coincident points, choose whatéver means are necessary to find en efficient and -smooth formula
‘for bringing back 1o our people their lost peace, Hven if nothing more ygere achieved we would
have that which is most desired by peoples because it is the source of all:good.

We réverently kiss your Pastoral ring,

‘A"LETTER BY CARDINAL PLA Y DENIEL, PRTMATE OF TOLEDO

v

The 389 | Basque priests héave. not been the only onee who have had to resort +to
writing a letter in order to complain of the aciions of the regime impesed by Franco restric—
‘ting-liberties. The highest autority of the Cathelic Church in Spain, His'Grace thed Cardinal

Primate of Toledo, ‘has thought it his duty to address a letier to a Minister ef the Spanish
'Government, Mr. -'Saiis Ruiz, ‘to point out 1o him certain facts about rhalangtst-syndicates. The
letter reads as follows: :

"Dear Mr, Minister,

W received your letters dated 10th and 15th Qetober enelosing a report on
“the letter! addressed to younys Nabtional Delegate of Syndieates, by the Brotherhood
of Catholic Workers, Brotherbood of Women Workers of Cathelic ' Action, Young Catholic
Workers, rand Young Catholic Female Workers with their corresponding snexes,

"I+t may have-surprised you that my reply has not been prompter. 'Il'rm-dej_,a;_-lf has
‘beeh . caused by the: astonighement that the way in which you have meacted to the letter
-£rom ‘the:Brotherhoods of Cathelic.Action Workers, as revealed in your report, Twae
caugsed me. I understend that this report has been sent to all the Bishops in Sprin,
and' if my information is correct also to all the Civil'Governors, all the Provincial
Delegates of Syndiecates and to other personalities,

"T have had the honour of spesking with you in barious ocasions, 'as you men—
‘tion in your letter of the 10th Qctébrs, ' and we have mutually agreed on the necessity
of an'authentic reprisentation of ymployers and workers in-social organisms. Also that
the National Movément should not be belittled by giving it a "one group" character but
‘that 1t-should rather give recognition to various:shades of thought, always-safeguar—
ding the:fundamental prineiples of course, ] also mentioned that I was adquainted with
your ecellection if 4ing end speethss entitled Myusva Convivencia Espafiola" (New
“Spanish Iiving), I eannot but express with-sincerity, the only way I know how, my
# rise at your report and at your refusal %o snswer the Brotherhoods of Workers of
Ca alic;Actgon ibecausge you:do not recognise in them sny personality T thought we had
‘agreed on the.general plans for the dsvelopment of the Movement which was brought
about by the Natiomal Crusade smd which, if not with arms, I:defended from its very
‘beginings inside and outeide Spaini ab no-mell risk o myself, with the ken. 1 must
confess that T can'find no.conciliation hetween ideas on the.general plans to be _
‘followed by the Movement and the attitude which ‘ga'mdigal Organization has adopted
in its'rﬁort Ofoﬁin%"hha Erotherhoods of Workers of Catholic Action. I have of
course, 'always left the authority and responstbility of particular laws end technical
‘details to the Government.

"I will, therefors, briefly and with all clearness and loyalty give you my point
of view of the-situation which has arisen, in my position of .Archbishop, of Toledo and
as-such, President of the Central Direction of Catholic:Action,
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" will not éven attempt to opine on therdetails of the law actually in force
‘for-syndical elections, their frequency, é&be, I undersfand that the Hierarchy of the
iChurch -should not interfere in these legal snd technical details, They are of courseof
great interest to the members of the-syndieatds and-since in Bpain there is but one
'sindic;ate-_ and it is obligatory they interest évery enployer:amd every worker, They
‘therefore also interest the Brotherhoods of Werkers of Catholic . Action.

"In-the-same manner that I, consider fioreign to my position in the Church the
‘detailed r'egulations.géverningrsynﬂj.eal elections I, on %’18 other hend consgider it of
“the utmost importance to clarify the question of whether the Brotherhoods of Workers
of i@athelic Action have any personalify and if the'State in Spain recognises it or
not, I think it fs: sbsolutely necessary that we should avoid confusion:and explain
exactly the position of the Church fowards the Syndicates in Spain and also the
position of e Spanich State regarding the Brotherhoods of Workers of Catholic Action.

"You' are well:aware that the Spanish Syndieaterstill has a lot of enemies
oubside Spain because it fsinot considered to be in keeping with the social teachings
of the Church. In 19642 Bpenich Prelate published a Pastoral Letter implying that
“the-spanish -syndicates: did not m®onform with the-social “teaching of the'Church. The
'Government complained to the Holy See and the!lpostolie Nuneio informed this Prelate
“that in order to!achiéve that union ofiefforts in our splostleshiprso much recomended
‘by the Holy Fathér snd advoid sll possible misunderstendings between the Clergy and
the Faithful ‘they -should consult with the €ardinal Primate before publishing Pastoral
Lietters which:deal:direetly with the religious or -social situation of the nation as
ia whole, ds was the ease in that Pastoral Letter:dealing with the syndiecsal ~syatenm
in:force in Spain, Now then, what has been my criterion amd my attitude, snd in fact
‘that of the whole'Spanish Church, with regard to the syndiarbes in Spain? I, for
my part, have always held that it is not. contrary to thersocial dootrine of the
Church “that Spenish-syndicates should be mixed, ineluding the employers as well as
‘the workers, or that ey -should be lei%amw-_aa the!_ancl-ent'e\ziiis'_ akso had both
‘these qualities, as long as the repressmtatives of both workers end employers wers
authenfie: and. genuine. The three Prelates that form the Permanent Commission of the
Metropoliten Oonference, that 8 to say the Rey. Archbishops of Talladelid, Zarago—
-zaand the undersigned, - exposed this view to His Excellency the Chief ofi State in
in‘the long interview he: granted uwe1n fan Sebastian in 1066. We also made known
4o him-then, 'at the-same time that we explained that the mixed and obligatory charac-
teristies of the syndiecates did not make them contrary to the Church™s teaching, that
according to many reports the workers had not got sufficiently suthentic representa-
“tion' in ‘thersyndicates. This reports did not come from Catheliec Action Workers: only
‘but from all the workers in our:diccesses. It Is not -surprising that we should lknow
“thisias you yourself mentioned it in your:speech at Villafranca: de Arasa in 10H7:
"hpemember how' at the begining before the first syndical ehiotions of 044 our syndi
ceal 'buildings were cold edifices full of public ofiecials who had to rsubsiitute, with

ood will, in-the absence of the remmesentatives of employers and workers., That was
ikera large buildiug wmply of contents™. And-since that-gp@esch you have continued to
instet, up to-the recentrsyndical eléction, on aiming at: a more suthentic representa—
“tion, ‘This implies that vp to these present elsctions the:authentici ty of ropresen-
‘tations has not: been sufficient. The Hierarchy of the Church has nothing: ageinst the
*syndieates, on the contrary, it has helped them by kaming the Diocesan Heeclesiastieal
iCounséllors for them, and not at the iniciative of the Church but rather at the
‘reguest of thelState. I, as President ¢f the Oonference of Metropolltans: named the
Rév, Bishop of Lieon as Nationsal Coungellor, a pest-he has filled with the zesl and
.capacity which:distinguish him amd to the complete-satisfaction of the Government.
The Spanish Church has-supprorted the Spanieh Syndieates up to the present, Put,
"becauss of ‘their obligatory character inecluding:all the workers snd &very employer,
rand inspite. of snaving ecclesiastiecal counsellors they ¢annoi be considered as
rassociations of lay spostleship. Evidently, ‘t&;e:t rare official associations or cor—
pggftiorlx; in which there' are men of é&very ideology, éven socialists and communist,
obviously,

"Justias the ! State has organized officialrsyndicates so the Church has had
“to organizer apostolic: associations, Brotherhoeds of Workers, as well as of employers,
of 'Catholic [Action, His holiness Pope Pius Xl -said that the. great-seandal of contempo
rary ~sockety was the mpostasy of the amdustrial classes which T, as anstive of i
Barcelona, can 'vouch'for, Tn 1910, the year after the-so ealled Tragic Week, Cardi-
hal Mercier told me in Malinas that he had. notl beeb as surgrised as gthers by the
outburst of that Tragic Week beesuse he had, before being elévated to the bishoprie,
visited the main eities in Spainimd hed noticed the lack of workers in the Churches
he had visited for that purpose. In religious-sociclogy one has to'be reslistic and
recognise the much of goed there is in:the Catheliciem of Spain buti also its deficien—
cies, Protestants and unbaptised-spaniardsi do not:'add up to one per cent of the total
populstion (whille in France there are a few million unbaptised), but wnfortunately, the
non-practicing and éven antagonistic among industrial workers' are very numerous,




 "he Popes: themselves recognised that the hest spostles smong wonkers are the workers
‘themgelves, which is why they have promulgated the founding of the Brotherhoods of Workers,
In’ Spain they form parte of Cetholic Action and: are recognised hy the’State in par. .34 of
‘the present Conhcordat: ™he Associations of Spenish Ceatholic Action will be free to:develo-
pe their spestleship under the immediate supeivision of the Hiervarchy of the Church, remsining
'ag - fari as other activities are concemed, under the jurisdiction of the State!. It would be
Lal v erronecus interpretation of this pafagreph of the (bnoordat to understend that the
apostleship of Catholic. Action should be limited to prayer: amd piety in the temple. This is-
‘the mission of the Confraternities which are formed in the churchen, 'The mission of Cethalic
‘Action,' in: all its brenches and-specislties, is much wide then this end it ia carried on
principally outside the tamples, "As far as the apostleship of the Brotherhoods of Wodters is
‘goncerned they must necessarily include in ther propagsnda the sccial doctrine of the
‘Church ' end they must occupy themselves with social problems. Catholic workeras¥ associations
: + the world: do-thus. ‘1 therefore, have proclaimed that the Brptherhoods of Torikera of
‘Catholic: Action: are not a-syndicate nor do they desire to be one, but neither afe they a
‘Confraterni ty, It they were but a) Oonfraternity they woml not have been' spoken of in modern
‘Concopdats, #ncluding the one with Spain. If this is not well understood then it is imposi-
‘ble to realise what Catholic.Action i

"In view of the mentioned paregreph of the Concordst with Spain is it pessible not to

r'aco%ﬁse'ﬂ:e ersonality of the Brotherhoods of Workers of Ca ie.Action in Spain ?. This
would estahlish a real problem between Church and Stabe.

"+t could perhaps be pointed out that in the last part of the: sbove mentioned paragraph
of the Concordat it-'states;: "remaining as'far as other: activities (thet is, ocutside apostleship
proper) | are. concerned, wnder the jurisdiction of the Btate!. But-surely this does not meen

“the negrecognition of their personality bul rather that, having recognised it, in matters
which gre not apostleship proper they mst ponform to the general legidlation of the State,
"How can it 'be-said that they have not confined theppselves to the ruling of the State legis—
lation in a letter written tc the Nabional Delegate of Syndicates 7. Have they not merely
limited themselves to a pebtition adiressed to the competbent suthority, that is to the
National Delegate of dicates 7, ¥ believe that their petition is well within par; of the
‘gyndical law because the Brotherhoods of Workers have not addressed themselves to the Birte”
£o _above the syndiczl organisstion which are the only mesns raoo%nised by the State for
Supp. to it the asporations and the necessities which ecomomicalle are felt by the pro-
ducing elanent. The Brotherhonds of Vorkers have sddressed their letter to the National
Delegate of §mdicates, or ia it %JF!T'}IHPS that the Symdical Orgenization does not recoghise
the right to pelition?. That would make the syndicates a totalitarian system the same as
Hitler's or the Sovist's, Tt might be just as well fo remenber that at the time the law for
‘syndical orgenization was published and even later, it was officially anounced in the Cortes
(Parliament) of Spain that the spanith regime was totelitarien as it was the only convenient
one in the circumstances. :

"obody in Spain to-day, and in fact nowhere outgide the Soviet block, woul dare call
it totalitabisn, but it is not only the name that has to be rejected but also that which it
implies, You yourself said in thal speech in Villafrance de Arosa: "In our time nobody can
think of ruling silent peoples; thers are no longer silent pecp¥es in the modern political
orfmizaﬁona, and those that do w4 throught the pressure end compulsion by terrorist
aligarquies in the soviel stile’,

"he Brotherhoods of Workers of Catholie Action are o a minority in Spain among
producers but in ﬁur al ready mentioned speech you sald you had a great respect for mino—
rities, Tt would bé a fallacy to pretend thet because the immense  majority otss:nish
workers are beptised they are in social agreement with the Church, whose social doctrine they
ignore mostly, The Brotherhoods of Workers of Catholie Action are a minorify but T who lmow
them well and have contact with them can asure you that they are not a pessive minority but
a very active one and with a profound Christisn spirit. When they celebrated their agsembly

iin Toledo very meny of them were daily ~ommmicsants which proves that they are re
associations of lay apostleship. T will sgy even more, the Brotherhoods ofeﬁ)ﬂcem of
tholie Action the Viomen VWiorkers of Catholic Action weigh a lot in Spain and outside it. Tu
Opain, apart from their members they have very meny sympathisers among the worlting closses,

e juvénile branch celebrated an assembly this year at vwhich there were six thovuesnd present,
Outside Spain their presidents form parte of the Directing Commitees of the Ini<rmational
Associations of Catholic Workers such as FIMOC for adults and JOC for youths? lhe latter has
sent an ex-phesident of the spanizh JOC to Latin-America in & long propegesda trip; the first

resident of the Erotherhood of Workers of Catholic Action end the pre~<at one have been
invited by the USA to visit workers organizations in that country &l2 expenses paid, jhat &
painful contrast, In Spainwhich is one of the few Catholic CountiZes in the world with s
model Concordst the Emptherhood of Workers of Catholic Action is begrudged recognition and
ignored. The Ministry of the Movenent as well as that of Home Affairs has tinted them with
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suspicion in vswious circulars, The leaders are subjected to police interrogations and th
are fined for whatever, they have or have not said inacts which have been presid:g |
over by the Bishog, as in Bilbao and insﬁite of the Bishop backing everything said
there. Acts have been prohibited as has heppenned recently in a town in the province
of Almeria even though it was to have taken place in a building owned by a religious
community. This act was banned without accusation or transgression of any kind.

n"Perhaps it can be said that resentment to these suspicions has been expressed

too rsdiqefly in some of the publications of the Brotherhood of Workers., The Church

is at least as eager as the State that these publications should not defend demago=
gical solutions end if ever there has been any too radical an expresion in them they
have been warned and a remedy has been sought. In a Catholic and Concordant State
agreement between Church and State is an easy thing. However, to find out what is and
what not demagogical one has to follow tha social doctrine of the Church. 1 have
directly ®nd pu liclﬁ warner the Brotherhood of Workers of Catholic Action in their
last assembly that they must avoid because they are iemagogical any infilirations of
‘socialist doctrine, of class hatred, of violent procedures. I cannot on the other hand
consider as demagogical the legitimate defence of the workers' interests, information
about their real, necessities, or their aspiration that they should be teken into
account intthe solving of mrf:ing problems, Sometimes, things published by the Brother
hoods of Workers of Catholie Action, which had previously heen said hy State suthorities
or even by syndical authorities, have been censored as demagogical, Even this year we
had a very curious case in Toledo, A simple leaflet published by the Brotherhood of
Workers of Toledo présented to the Censorship Boar an article taken from the official
organ of the syndicates but without mentioning its origin, The Oansorahii Poar forbade
it and it was only on proving to them that it was taken from the official organ of

the syndicates that they authorised it.

"I finigh this reply, Mr. Minister, which I fear has resulted somewhal 1on% but
whose only object it is to fmnd some means of agreement which I consider sbsolutel
necessary for the good of both Church and State, The sctual relationship between the
‘Btate and the Brotherhoods of Workers of Oatholic Action is very dangerous. Recent
exenpls of conflicts in some Nations between Church and State, followed by grievious
repercussions even political in nature, were started by oonﬂicts between the
Covernment and the associalions of Cathdlic Action, The Erotherhoods of Catholic
Action wihll have no syndical activities. The Hiera has instructed them clearly
that problems of a syndiecal nature have to be solved the members of the Brother—
hoods inside the syndicate. But the Brotherhoods can prepare their members so that
they may act inside the syndicates according to the social docipine of itle Chwurch.
This would result in great good for the syndical orgeniszation. It would be damaging
themselves if the syndicates had illwill for the Brotherhoods of Workers of Cathalfie
Action,

"We must not lose sight of the fact that since the syndicates are obligatory
there must per force be among them workers of every ideology. It is a fact in some
cities there are workers who pay their obligatory membership fee to the official

dicates end a voluntary one %o clancestine socialist or communist organizations,

e Brotherhood of Workers of Catholie Action is composed solely of voluntary
members of Catholic Action, taking good care that there be not any communist infil—
trations, Would it not Le a grsat service to the State and to the syndicates
themselves if these precticing Catholics formed in the sociel doctiine of the Church
were to work inside E.hsm Ta

"I think thet you are a realist, Mr. Minister, and will therefore see clearly
that one cannot proceed the same in the Spain of 1960 as in 1940, In 1840 we had just
emerged from a war in which the forces of totalitarian regimes had helped the Nationals
in their Crusade, Hven in 19438, when many spaniards 'bhought that these same totalita—
nian regimes were %o:'.n to win the world War, it was officially defended in the Spanish
Cortes that the totalitarian regime was the {mst. To-day nobody dares say so in Spain
of the Western World. 'The "luero de los Hspafioles" (Fraed@m of Spania.rdg, which 1is

thing but totalitarian was published. In the Commission that Er ared it for presen—
tation Parliament the undersigned had to partie.‘;{ate very act v%, especially in
par., 8 which deals with fundamental religious questions, Par, 16 deals wi the right o
of association and seys textualy: " ards will be apl2: to associate freely for
lawful purposes nad in accordance wi what is established by law. The State will have
the power to create and mantain the associations vwhich it considers necessary for the
achievement of its aims. These fundamental rules, which will become law, will coordinate
the excercise of this right with that recognised in the preceding par,™ Later, bythe
Law of Succession of the Chief of State, which was ratified by National Plebiscite, the
"Puero de los: Bspafioles" was declared one of the fundamental laws, In 1958, the Concor—
dat, which is also hased in a spirit of coopers ion and which recognises the freedom
of the associations of Catholic Action, among which is the Brotherhood of Workers,was
‘signed by the Holy See and the Spanish Governmment, .




"}ig God grant, and you can contribute a lot tp it, that this spirit of colabora—
tion ch reigns in many other srheres may also rule between the syndicsal organize—
tion vhich you preside and the Brotherhoods of Wozxlders of Cathélic Action. '

" Your in Chriest, ete...

THE LETTER FROM HIS GRACE THE PRIMATE UNANSWERED

We have copied for you the letter from Cardinal Pla y Deniel, It has not yet been
angwered. The terms in which the conversation bebween the Cardinal and the Minister for Phalangde, Mr,
Solis, Head of the National Vertical Syndicates, were held are unknown.

According to the phalengist newspsper "ARRIPA" ™+t is not easy to understand how,at this stage
of the life of labour, there are still criterions which advocate the plurality of syndicates". It adds,
"In institutional questions Spain, at various moments of its history, has counted with official dispositions
vhich have been notably in advance of those of foreign teachings". Continuing it says, "the convulsion of
our war, the memory of which keeps the Spanish p e warned, added to the 'origin-;.vi_ity and efficiency of
the doctrines of the Movement, have resulted in the sctual institution of the syndicates, mentained snd in
congtant progress thanks to the ] tiplication of effort and the efficiency of the unity of syndicates, "

"There are some who think thet without syndical varisty there cannot be syndical freedom without
rarenbering that we had such variety in Spain but that it imposed on the worker the greastest of dictatorships'.
"Tt is difficult —i%t continues- to understend those who in the name of social progress went to return o
syndicel variety when, it so heppems, our syndicates, precisely because of their principle of unity, march at
the head of a general process of unification of syndicel forces which is afoot throughovt the worlg'.

"Ipain —it concludes— has chosen this system of professional groupi% and it Jmows that in its
unity it cen achieve, as well as the maximumn efficiency, the greatest freedom, in the same mammer as in

the single municipal gov body of each town there can be freedom if its members heve been chosen conve-
niia.ﬂy"md they can express their will and their thoughts freely; the very same way as any professional
college”,

“Mis article is an indirect and publie answer by the Phelengist Vertical Syndicates to the
letter by the Primate asking for syndical freedom.

AFRICAN TRIP EY PRESIDENT OF BASQUE GOVERNMENT

The President of the Basque G tvermment in exile, Mr. J.M. de Leizmaola, has just retur-
ned from a two month trip to visit the Basque cormunities in Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Colombia,
Mexico and Venezu®la,

Mr. Leigzeola, who succeeded Mr. José Antonio de Aguirre in the Presidency on his death
in March 1660, has thus fulfilled the later's promise to undertake such a trip.

The Bascue Governmment which Mr. Leizacla presides maintains the same characteristics
which it had since its constitution in Gernika on the 7th of October 1838, It is composed of re—
presentatives of all Basque democratic forces, that is to say, the Basque Nationalist Party, Basque
Mationalist Action, Basque Socialist Party and the republice parties. Previously there was also
included in this Government a communist member bhut he was excluced at the end of the war at the
reguest of the democratic parties, The seat of the Basque Government in exile is in Paris and it
has delegates in fifteen Furopemn end American countries.

The two month visit by President Lsizaola to Mmerica has provoked great demonstrations
favouring the Basque cause and the Basque communities in the abobe mentioned countries have renewed
their spiritusl adhesion and their support to the Basgue Government., Basque influende in Zmerica
is great. Four heads of State or Govefmment, as many ex—Presidents, three Cardinals of the Catholic
Church and numerous other personalities in the politiecal or literary life of these countries have
received President Leizaola and have shown great affection for the country he represents, a country
that is a symbol in its constant fight for freedom.




