AST

Private and Confidential Minutes Spain 5/1959-60

LABOTR PARTY INTERNATIONAL DIEPT,

SPANLEH DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTER

Mimutes of Meeting held on Wedncsday, 10th February, 1260
at © p.m, in the Housc of Commons

PRESENT : Mr, W, Padley, M,P. (Chnirman)
Mr., P» Benenson Mr, Jo A, Balbontin
Mr, E. Davies Mr. Busquot
Mr. R, Edwards, M.P. Mr. Dominge
Mr, G. Jdeger, M.P. Mr. B, Duarte
Mro. Bs Jonoes, M.Ps Mr. . Goreia

Mr, V. Girbau
Mzr o Jo I'Iicmﬁn
Mr. Villanova

Mr, J. Clark (Internationsl Depertment)
Mr. D. Ennals (Secretary)

APOLOGIES:

An epology for ebsence was recoived from Mr., P. Volto whose
plece was taken by Mr, Villanova,

1, SECRETARY'S REPORT

The Secretary reported that the Committec had helped to arrnnge
the ceremony at the Cenotaph on Sunday, 20th December, 1959,
Iondon Constituency Labour Parties had beon informed and quite o
number of Labour Party fricnds were present, Mr, Joger roprescntod
the Committoe and placed a wreath on the Cenotaph,

The Secrotary said that the bslance in the Committec's funds
now stood at £364,

The report was noted,

2, MR, R, FDWARDS' REPORT ON VISIT TO MADRID

Mr, Edwerds scid tho report was a shortened version of the
dinry he kept during his stey in Medrid end he had nothing to add,
He hed received much correspondence since the visit ineluding cards
from prisoners in Spain, One anonymous letter alleged that the
London representative of Iberia Airweys is a former German S.S5. man
now in chargo of Frnnco egionage in Britain, Tho lotter scemed
cuthentic and tho writer promised zore information, The Chairnman
goid the allogation would need eareful checking ond lMr, Edwards
egreed to send the lettor to the Offico so that further onquiriocs
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could be made,.
In summing up he stetoed that the secret policc had informed him
ernphatically that prominomt Britishers would not in future bc admitted
to politicel triels in Spain., Observers would bc stopped either at
the Court or ot tho airport. It was AGREED that the Committes
should swait the next trisl, should be propared to send an observer
end sec wint happencd,

Mr. Bdwerds said thot he had rceeived about £100 for articles
and brocdeasts in connection with the visit and would donate this sum
to the Committee!s funds, The Chairmen exprossed hearty thanks for
this gesture, He renowcd the Committee's appreeiation of Mr,
Edwards?! work which from the publicity angle reprcsented the
Committec's biggest achicvement to date.

The Seerctary reportcd thet the U,D.C. was producing a pcomphlet
about Mr, Edwerds! vigit to Madrid which yvould inelude a referenco
to thoe Committeel!s work. 5,000 copies would be printed,
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LETTER FROM SR, MACHAKA

Mr, Benenson reported on a letter received from Sr, Machaka
of Bilbeo suggesting that Mr, Gaitskell be invited to make a one-
week tour in Spain lecturing on British democracy. Mr, Benenson
had replied that it was unlikely that Hugh Gaitskell would go but
wondered whether some other member of the Parliamentary Labour
Party might be prepared to do so. He explained that Sr., Machaka,
although initially pro-Franco, was now prominent among the Liberal
Monarchists. His plans for the British visit would include talks
in Madrid and Barcelona with locel Committees of Democratie Union,
Mr., Carcia said he had no objection to getting publicity by any
means but pointed out that there was no Central Committee of
Democratic Union in Madrid.

After several members of the Committee had expressed concern
that such a visit could give an impression of acceptance of the
Franco rogime, especially if any public or semi-public mectings
were held, it was AGREED that the Committec should not becomeo
involved in this suggestion and that Mr. Bencnson should act at his
own discretion in the light of the discussion.

RELELSE OF ANTONIO AMAT

Mr, Benenson rcoported a seriess of lottors from Antonio Amat's
lawyer., Ho asked whethor the British Trade Unions and the Trados
Union Congress could be persuaded to bring pressure to this end by
appeals to the Spanish Government and the Spanish Embasgy in London.

The Chairman asked that a note be propared by the office and
gsont to individual trade unionists who were likely to help., He
and Mr., Edwards would act within their own unions and no doubt
Mr, Watson would bring in the Durham Miners and perhaps the
National Union of Mineworkers, Mr, Elwyn Jones promised to bring
in the Society of Lebour Leawyers end Mr, Bonenson said it might bo
pcssibls to bring in the International Committec of Jurists, Mr,
Goorge Yegor also promiscd to help,

It was AGREED that the Office would preopare a brief background
note for circulation to the ebcove and to others likely to help,

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i) The Secretary reported a letter from Mr, Benenson conveying
a request from the A.S.U, for o supply of soeialist litcrature in
English,

After discussion it was AGREED that literaturc deccling with
cconomic and social affairs on an ecademic levcl would probably
be allowed through to the Spanish Universities. It was thorefaroe
AGREED thet the Secroctary should onquire whetlor the Fabian Socisty
could provide such literaturc from old stocks., Eight copiecs of
cach book or pemphlet would bo required, onc for cacch of tho mein
Spanish Universitics.

ii) After discussion tho Committec AGREED to placc on the file
a lotter from Mr, Moreno of the U,G.T.

iii) Mr, Garcia said that Mr, Pablo Casals might be invited
to give a concert in Londcon et the invitation of the Committec.,
Profits received could go to the Committese's funds, Although Casals
had rofused concerts in London he might possibly agrec to one held
undoer the Committee's aegis., Mr., Jeger said that if Casals could
bo persusded to accopt, the concert undoubtedly would be a success,
It would be easy to fill the Festivel Hall, The Chairman suggested
that Cagals might be asked both privately and offieially, and it
might be possible to gect an English musician to mnke the personal
approach., Mr., Villanova snid thet he had mot Cesals who had many
Catalonian friends, He might also be able to help with the
personsl approach, After discussion it was AGREED that the office
should look into the posgsibility and particularly the method of
invitation,
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TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1.

HON. TREASURER : SECRETARY : NATIONAL AGENT:
RT. HON. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P. MORGAN PHILLIPS, A, L. WILLIAMS.

1st February, 1960

TO MEMBERS OF THE SPANISH DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE

Dear Colleague,

The next meeting of the Spanish Democrats Defence Fund
Committee will be held on Wednesday, 10th February, 1960 at
6 pem, in Room H at the House of Commons, I very much hope
it will be possible for you to attend.

The Agenda will be as follows:

1) Secretary's Report

2) Consideration of Report by Mr, Robert Edwards, M.P,
on his recent visit to Madrid (previously circulated),

3) Proposed lecture visit to Spain by a Labour M.P.
4) Pressure for release of Antonio Amat

5) TFuture activities

Yours sincerely,
DAVID ENNALS

Secretary
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TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1.

HON. TREASURER : SECRETARY: MATIONAL AGENT:
RT. HON. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P. MORGAN PHILLIPS. A. L. WILLIAMS.

11th December, 1959

TO MEMBERS OF THE SPANISH DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE

Dear Colleague,

The Spanish ex-service men who served with the Allied forces
have arrangod a ceremony on Sunday afternoon, December 20th in
order to pay homage to their comrades who died during the Second
World War, The arrangement is that those participating in the
ceremony will assembly at Admiralty Arch at 2 p.m, and will then
walk in procession to the Cenotaph where a wreath will be laid.
Senor Madariaga has promised to be present. I am hoping to arrange
for a wreath to be laid on behalf of the Spanlsh_Democrats Defence
Fund, and I know that the Spaniards would greatly appreciate the
presence of any members of the Committee who felt able to join
them at 2 p.m., on Sunday, December 20th, Information concerning
this ceremony has also been sent to Labour Parties in the London
area,

I might add that the date has been chosen to coineide with
President Eisenhower's visit to Spain and there is in faet an
unspoken political significance in this ceremony.

I enclose herewith for your information a translation of a
Declaration of Poliecy recently issued by the Catalon Socialist
Movement (M.S.C.)

Yours sincerely,

DAVID ENNALS

Secrctary




LAW_TO PRESERVE PUBLIC ORDER

PRESENTED TO THE CORTES ON 1lth. JUNE 1959.

The new law is characterised by the introduction of the
State of Exception.

This State can be declared by Decree, over the complete
National territory, or in parts of it only, whenever disturbances
against public order are such that ordinary measures are insuff-
icient to restore it.

State of Normalecy

The following are considered as attampts against public
order:

strikes, illegal closing of industrial or mercantile

firms, peaceful or violent demonstrations in the public

thoroughfare, unauthorised meetings or the use of the

privileges of the "Fuero de los Espanoles" to attempt

against the spiritual, national and social unity of Spain.
The Home Secretary must maintain public order and controls the
various police bodies; he can elist the help of the Army.

Citizens are compelled to denounce any deed which to their
knowledge is dangerous to public order; they must collaborate
with the authorities to restore it whenever this does not imply
personal danger. Police can search any person in the streets;
without a warrant they can search a house under certain conditions
e.g. to protect its inhabitants or their property or to investigate
activities considered dangerous to public order. Police may
disperse groups, enter enclosed premises or public buildings and
control authorised meetings to prevent disturbances of public
order. Associations responsible for any meeting contrary to
public order will be suspended and their leaders punilshed.

The Council of Ministers, the Home Secretary, the Director
General of Security, Civil Governors and Mayors can punish acts
against public order, among which are the following:

lack of respect for authority or its agents,

refusal to assist in maintaining public order,

the spreading of rumours and distribution of false news.

/cont'd,,.
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Fines may vary from 2,500 to 500,000 pesetas, according to the
authority which imposes them, but should the fine be considered
insufficient the accused may be placed under a higher authority.

State of Exception

The Government can suspend whatever guarantees it considers
fit, restrict the free movement of people or vehicles and forbid
gatherings in the public thoroughfare. Certaln people would be
excluded from certaln zones and any person detained if necessary.
All changes of address must ke reported and people under suspicion
given forced residence. The Press, radio, TV and public spect-
acles would be censored. Searches could be made at any time of
the day or night and in the absence of the owners, neighbours can
be obliged to witness the search, any refusal to do so being
considered as refusal to co-operate with Authority. Armed
vigilance may be kept in streets and public buildings and workers
and employees consldered as ﬁublic servants. The State can
commandeer any materials, factories, vehicles or animals considered
necessary.

Emergency Courts will be set up whose Jjurisdiction or
competence cannot be contested except by the military courts
who can claim those cases belonging to them. The College of
Lawyers will produce a list of lawyers who will act in turn as
defence counsels but the Courts can declide to name any other
lawyer if the one on duty fails to appear. The Jjudge, having
studied the police report and the declarations of the accused
will decide on which witnesses to call. If the accused be
absolved he will be free but if his antecedents and conduct
are considered dangerous to public order, he will be sent to
the corresponding Government Authority who will punish him
accordingly.

Appeal can be made against the sentences of the Emergency
Courts if a breach of law or procedure can be alleged.

This law abrogates that of 28th June 1933.

(Summary of a project of law to preserve public order)
11th June 1959.



SPANISH DEMOCRATS DEFENGE FUND

(Sponsored by the British Labour Movement)

VISIT TO0 SPAIN, JUNE 1959

Report to the $.D.D.F., Committee by Mr. Peter Benenson.

The objects of the Jjourney, undertaken at the instance
of the Spanish Democrats Defence Pund, were these:-

l. To viegit, and, if possible, to secure the releasec
of Antonio Amat and any other Socialist prisoners in the
Carabanchel Prison in Madrid;

2. To impress upon the opposition groups in Spain that
the Labour Party had not modified its attitude to the Franco
regime; and

5« To collect any information about prevailing conditions
which by its subf8equent publication outside Spain would assist
the cause of democrats in Spain.

So far as the first purpose was concerned, I elicited
upon my arrival in Madrid that of the 51 Socialists removed
to the Carabanchel Prison in November ( out of 73 arrecsted)
only 4 were still in prison. Of these 2 had been releasecd,
but had been subsequently re-arrested during the last
fortnight on charges of being connected with the preparation
of the 24-hour strike (of which more hereafter). These
2 were Dr, Martin Santos, a psychiatrist, and Sr., Antiago
Anton, a teacher of mathematics, both of San Sebastien. The
two men who had remained in prison since November were Sr.
Antonio Amat, a lawyer from Vittoria, and the P.S.0.E. leader
in Spain, and Sr. Roman Diaz, a clerk from Malaga, in whose
house considerable quantities of Socialist leaflets were
discovered.

My first step was to interview the lawyers of the men

still in prison. Amat and Ramon Diaz are being defended by
Dr. Jose Garcia de Mesa, a man who impressed me favourably
by his skill and enthusiasm, although he himself is not
interested in political affairs. The two men from San
Sebastian were being defended by Sr, Fernando Montes, who was
for many years until recently a Public Prosecutor. I did

not take o favourable view of this lawyer (indeed, his assistant
subsecquently communicated with me privately to say that he
was very embarrassed by his prinecipal's attitude)., I think it
may be that it was thought that Sr. lontes might have useful ;
conncetlons, and indeed this is probably so, but it is |
qi estionable whether he intends to use them, In any case I
hear that Senora Santos has now briefed Sr. Joaquin Elosegui, 1
% iill~known San Sebastian lawyer, a change which is for the '

etter

At the suggestion of the lawyers I went to call on
Dr, Menucl Escovedo, the Dean of the Madrid Collegio de
Abogados, in an endeavour to get permission to see X pat.
The Dean of the College has authority to issue a lettor
to any Spanish lawyer adawitting him to a prison 1o sce
& prisoner. However, as he pointed out, his authority did
not extend to non-Spanish lawyers. He told me that only

e ;
!::'!&l""._ Ty



=

the Ministry of Justice could give me the necessary permission.
Accordingly, I started the wheels turning in order to get \

an interview with the official whose name is Oreja Elosegui,
and who ig the Permanent Under-Secretary of the Ministry of
Justice. This man is in efPective control of the judicial
machine, Normally it takes anything up to a month to

get an interview with him. I was therefore grateful to those
of my friends who were able to induce him to accord me an
interview after 24 hours. Sr. Blosegui was not prepared to
grant me permission to see Amat, saying that he had no i
authority to allow a visit to a men who was undergoing judicial
interrogation. He was not able to explain how it was that

the Dean had told me that the Ministry of Justice had )
authority to allow a visit; it must have been a misunderstanding,
he said, I told him that the interrogation had been going

on for 8 months, and that according to Dr. De Mesa the trial
could not be expected earlier than June 1960, Sr. Elosegui
regretted the slowness of the examining Judge, I said that
since the Ministry had appointed the Judge, surely it might
request him to speed his investigations, whereupon the Under-—
Secretary fell back on the excuse of judicial independence.,
Seeing that there was no likelihood of getting any concession
there and then, I thought it best to use the rest of the
interview to leave the authorities in no doubt of the attitude
of the Labour Party, and other democrats in the West, about the
imprisonment of a man for what will probably be 21 months
without process. The purpose of this was 10 support an
application that Amat and the others be released on bail.

I have made arrangements with Dr. de Mesa to make such
an application for bail within the next few days, by which
time I hope the effect of my interview with Sr. Elosegui might
have percolated through to the Judge. Now that the 24-hour
strike is passed, I think that there is more chance that the
application may be granted., However, I would ask that the
Lebour Party and other T,U. and Socialist parties in the West
write directly to the Judge, supporting the application; he is
"Juez de la Instancia, Don Jacinto Blanco Cemarero, Juzgado no.
13 de la Instanciar Madrid, General Castanos, no.l, Madrid."
Under Spanish procedure there is no objection to individuals
or g roups communicating directly with the Judge.

In a further endeavour to secure the release of the
remaining imprisoned Socialists, I visited the Lbbey of
Montserrat and arranged that the Abbot, who is a powerful
figure in the Spanish ‘hurch and the leading opponent of
repression, would write a letter to the Minister of the Interior.
The Minister is a patron of lMontserrat, and has in the past
listened to the Abbot's appeals,

When in Madrid I learned of the recent arrest of a number
of young members of A,S.U. (Association of Universtiy Socialists),
of whom 8 were in prison at the time 3 - Alonso Novo, Vicente '
Garcia, - Iuch, Mena Alvarez, Salvador Franco, Cesar Cimedevilla,
Tomas Llorens and Isabel Munoz. I took the occasion to eall
upon their lawyers, Senores de Zulueta, Mariano Robles and
Gaillardon, and to discuss what steps could be taken to secure
their release. During my interview with Sr. de Zulueta Itook
details of the physical violence which had been applied to his
client, Alonso Novo, a medical student at Salamanca University.
As in most cases in Spain violence was applied by the arresting
police (at Salamanca) and not in the prison.

Although I was not able to obtain permission to enter the
Carabanchel Prison, I was fortunate in finding a way of
comnunicating with the prisoners; this permitted me to send
them messages of encouragement.
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I went into the question of the financial needs of
the 4 prisoners of the P.S8,0.E. and the 8 of A,S,U., The
only family in need of support is that of Roman Diagz;

a monthly pension is being paid to Senora Diaz through
the channels of P.S.0.E,

The second purpose of my visit was to impress upon

the Opposition that the Labour Party had not modified its
attitude to the Franco regime. I found that the visit

of Mr, Edward Mallalieu, M.P. and of Mr. John Hynd, M.P.,

in April and the advantage taken of them by the official

Spanish press had created a most disturbing impression upon
Socialists in Spain; this had been reinforced by the officially
published news that a Labour M.P. had taken office as
Hon. Secretary of the newly-foruwed Anglo-Spanish Parliamentary
Groug. I was able to explain the circumstarces of the visit of
the 2 M,P,'s to the C.N.S5, Conference and to arrange for
unofficlal publicity for the resignation of Mr. Mellish, who
together with other Iabour M,P,'s withdrew from the Lnglo-Spamish
Committee on the day of its formation, The fact thet the ILabour
Party had sent & representative to enquire into the welfare.of
Socialist prisoners has, I think resfored the confidence of
Spanish Socialists.

In discussions with the British Pmbassy I was impressed
by the feeling there that the Labour Party was today looked
upon in Spain as the focus of democratic progressive leadership
in the western world. This view was often repeated in
conversations with leading Spaniards in opposition. The
Ambassador, Sir Ivo Mallet, himself raised the possibility
of the Labour Party sending speakers to direct the new, rising
intelligentsia towards the advantages of democratic socialism.
It should be added at this point that the Communists are
making considerable headway in penetrating the intelligentsia,
and for this reason the Ambassador would be anxious to sponsor
the visit of British Socialists. In discussions with him
about the aegis under which such visits might be made, I +took
the liberty of explaining that it was unthinkable that a ILabour
speaker would talk from any platform provided by the regime.

It was then agreed that the inviting aegis should be either the
British Council's British Institute or else some non-official
body such as one of the now-toleratecd bodies devoted to
promoting European unity. Because of the climate and for
other technical reasons it was agreced that the best season for
sending & speaker or speakers wculd be in January, during

the Christmas recess. If the meeting is confined to the
British Institute, it would be reasonable for the speaker

to talk in English. If, as may be possible, a series of
meetings is planned, including one or two in the universities,
it would be desirable for the speakers to be able to lecture
in French (if they do not talk Spanish).

I algo received requests from various University groups
of Socialists for contacts with British Socialist students.
I replied that in another year it might be possible to send
one or two French or Spanish speaking members of N.A.L.S.0.
to make contact with Spanish students during the vacation.

I was also asked whether it would be possible for any
bursaries to be offered for Spanish Socialist students to
attend Labour Party Summer Schools,

In Barcelona the Catalan Socialist Movement discussed
the possibility of arranging for the publication in Spain of
the New Febian Lssays. I was introduced to a publisher who
would be prepared to finance the translation and issue a
Spanish édition (of which copies would be sold in Iatin
America). I promiscd to ask the FPabian Society whether in the
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speclal circumstances they would give a licence for a Spanish
edition without charge.

Lastly, I spent as much time as possible in meking
contact with the various Spanish opposition groups from the
monarchists on the right to the left-wing Christian Socialists.
These contacts were primarily to discover the extent and plans
of the opposition in Spain. In this connection it must be
stresged that the most vigorous opposition is today to be found
apong the new iwkeliigentsiz, tho POTCHtS O 3 - were
(and some still are) prominent supporters of the regime. In one
cr two cases former Falange intellectuals, such ae the poet
Dionisio Ridruejo, have come over to the opposition, These
young people are bold, almost desperate; they are looking for o
gﬁiﬁ%ﬁgﬁT“ﬁﬁa all, regardless of thelr affilistiong, are prepared to
accept that guidance Trom the Labour Partg, to which they now, ——
since the virtual collapse o e French oocialls '

T b
wi almost pathetic hope. =

One of the problems which requires a visit to Spain to
understand %gﬂihgﬂghygg_@gﬁﬁgem the Socialists in Spain and those
in exile. he former are a NEwW generation With new ideas. WNany
of them are devout Catholics with little sympathy for the
anti-clerical bies of the o0ld Socialists. In Castille the
Socialists are enxious to co-operatc in & confion TTont With the
monarchists on the basis of & restored interim constitutional
monarchy. In Catalonid the GeSire 10 co-Operate With tho—

monarchists 78 as sfrong, although therc Tor traditional reasons
there is somé Nesitation about goccpbing & monar chical Solution.

——

Another feature to be mentioned is the rise of a left-wing
Christian Democracy, which ig more exactly a form of Chrigtianm
Soclalism, This movement is particuls gtrong in Catalonisa
where 1t has the clandestine adherence of a number of DPricEt
I expressed my surprise that these groups did not co-operate
more closely with the Soclallst Partics. The reply reminded
me of fthe long-gtanding anti-clericalism of The Socialist Party,
which It was admitted did no IXIS8T among young voclalists
in—Spain; 1if the bogey of anti-elericaliem could once hg:jgzg
there—is eveéry hope of welding together a strong, progressive
SoTiEItst movome . g

Lastly, reference must be made to the abortive strike of
June, 18th, The movement for a protest originally came from
the Socialiste and Christian Democrats; the Communists Joined
the movement and insisted on holding a one-day strike in June. The
Democrate originally, rather reluctantly accepted the plan. Tater
the Communists exploited the situation by claiming the leadership
of the movement and, very foolishly, by publishing in advance in
"Humanite" the date of the strike. These tactics caused the
democratic groups in Castille to withdraw from the strike; in
Catalonia all the opposition groups continued to support the strike,
although without great enthusiasm. The signal failure of the
strike will, I believe and hope, produce a rapid change of
thinking among the democratic opposition groups leading this
summer to the creation of awmited democratic coalition.
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The Spanish Democrats Defence Fund
Committee would like to thank you for
your contribution, Your generous responss
to our appeal is most encouraging and will
enable us to bring practical help to our

comrades in Spain and to their dependents.




131
ENTREVISTA CON EL .SR, DON DAVID ENNALS SECRETARIO DEL
SPANTSH DFEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE, 14 Mayo 1959

La entrevista que tuve con Mr, Ennals en el Restaurant
cercano a Transport House, puede llamarse una entrevista de tan-
teo y observacién mutua, dejaremos la conversacién prilimiﬂér
muy inglesa de hablar del tiempo o cosa similar para goneretar,

E., - Digame Vd, Mr ,H, 3Vds, tienen wma organizacién de De-
legaciones en Londres, Paris, etc, como sostienen Vds, eso?

H, - Por aportaciones de los vascos en la Repfiblicas
Americanas, Venezuela, México, Argentina etc,

E, - ;5u situacién financiera es préspera?

H, Nada de prdsperidad, los pocos empleados de las Delega-
cioney perciben un sueldo minimo y los de las Republicas Ameri-
canas son serviecios gratuitos,

E, - ¢Vds, tienen alguna organizacién para poder entregar
el dinerc gque les podamos dar para sSus presos y perseguldos en
el Pals Vasco?.

H, - E1 Gobierno Vasco tiene los medios apropiados para
todas esas necesidades en todas partes de la Peninsula,

E, - ¢51 nosotros le entregamos a Vd, Libras Esterlinas
para ayuda a los presbs y perseguidos vascos como se arreglan
Vds, para enviarlas al Gobierno Vasco?

H, - Muy sencillo, si Vds, me entregan algin dinero, inme-
distamente comunico al Gobierno Vasco y éste posiblemente deja-
réd esa cantidad para los gastos de mantenimiento de la Delega-

cibn y propaganda y se evitan el enviarme dinero de America,




La cantidad que Vds, me den el Gebierno Vasco la pondrid a dispo-
sicidén de los Solidarios para que &stos la distribuyan entre sus
presos y perseguldos y también atenderi a casos que considere ne-
cesarios,

E. - gTienen Vds, muchos presos politicos y perseguidos?

H. - Vd, habré visto por las documentaciones que le ha en-
viado el Secretario General de Solidaridad de Trabajadores Vascos
que nos aproximamos al centenar, tengan Vds, presente que la per-
secucidén a los vascos es més dura por su nacionalismo, No olviden
gue comd en Inglaterra los escoceses ¥ galeses dicen gque no son
ingleses, en Espafia los vascos y catalanes dicen que no son espa-
fiocles.

E.-¢81 hublese un cambio en Espafia que cree Vd, que vendria
a gobernar, la MHonarquiag?

H, - Tengo la impresién de que Don Juan no tiene interés
de ser Rey, sabe que su reinado durarfa el tiempo que se tardase
en hacer elecciones, Espafia debe de ser uma Repfiblica Federal
para evitar qgue los militares cada veinte ajios hagan los acostum-
brados levantamientos y también es necesario el poner al clero
en su funcibén dentro de la Iglesia,

E, - Poco sebemos en ésta de noticias de Espafia, tnicamen-
te por el Manchester Guardian y el News Chronicle.

H, - 8i Vd. vé la prensa en general, puede observar gue
desde hace més de dos afios son los peribdicos conservadores quie-
ney traen més noticias sobre Espafia, en algfm tiempo eran los por

Vd. nombrados, pero ahora son los comservadores, El Daily Herald
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laborista nfinca se vé en é1 una noticia de Espafia y ésto no leo
concivo,

E, - E1 Daily Herald no es peribdico oficial del Partido
Laborista.

E, - ¥e gusta como se presenta Ibérica, no me la envie Vd,
més, les he escrito para que me la envien directamente.

H, - zPor qué no hacen Vds. una cosa similar en Inglaterra

como hacen los americanos Ibérica y en Francia Cuadernos?

E; - Me parece muy interesante, podiamos estudiar nosotros
el asunto para hacer un Boletin mensual parecido al que Vds, ha-
cen, similar en presentacién al Buzko-Deya. ;o cree Vd. que con
unas £25,0,0d., al mes seria lo suficiente? Hablele Vd. de ésto
a los Srs. Volté v Garcia y ponganse de acuerdo, nosotros podia-

mos financiarlo,

H, - Seria muy interesante el hacer ese Boletin para repar-
tirlo gratuitamente a los ingleses amigos de Espafia, podian ser
estos dos paises muy amigos en el futuro, entendiendose mutuamen-
te. No es mucha esa cantidad de £25,0.0d. mensuales, pero lz es-
tudiaré y se lo diré, depende mucho si hay que pagar alguno de
los colaboradores, .

E, - No deje Vd, de hablar con Mr, Garcia y Voltd sobre
este interesante asunto. Con estas palabras nos despedimos.,

Oprtunamente sague el OPE de fecha 6-5-52 donde se copia

el despacho en el New York Times del corresponsal en Londres Mr,
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Don Cook y entre otras cosas sobre la admisién de Espafia en 0.T,
A.N, dice que el Partido Laborista se opondré fuertemente a esa
admisién y a continuacién dice gue las oficinas del partido de
los trabajadores briténicos se hacia plblico que diariamente se
reciben wmas £30.0.0. para el Fondo de Ayuda a los Democratas Es-
pafioles. Que hasta la fecha se han recogido en la Gran Bretaifia
1,700 libras esterlinas.

Aprovechando ésto le pregunté a Mr, Ennals las cantidades
dadas al P.S.0.E, y al M,S,C, (Movimiento Socialista Catalan)
¥y me dijé que a los Socialistas se habia acordado darles £1,000
y al M,S,C,.£150, ante esta confirmacién, riendome y en tono de
broma le contesté que no veia la proporeién. Mr, Fnnals parecid
que asentia sin decir una pelabra, Le dije que nosotros no le po-
diamos pedir a 4,0 B., que ellos debian de estudiarlo con la in-
formacién recibida, asintiendo me expuso que el Comité lo acorda-
ria. También le dije que Mp, Davies y Mr. F. Noel-Baker conocian

muy bien todas nuestras cosas y que podia informarse por ellos.
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LABOUR PARTY INTERNATIONAL DEPT,

SPANISH DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday, 13th April, 1959
at 5 p.m, at the House of Commons

l. Present

Mr, W, Padley, M.P. (Chairman)

Mr, P. Benenson Mr, J. Balbontin (Spanish Left Wing £ |
Mr. G, de Freitas, M.P. Republican Party) vl
Mr. R, Edweards, M,P. Mr, B, Duarte (PSOE & UGT) ]
Mr. H, Delargy, M.P, Mr, C. Garcia (PSOE & UGT) :
Mr., G. Jeger, M,P. Mr, J. Hickman (Basque Delegation) 1
Mr. M., Irugo (Basque Nationalist &
Party) 53
Mr, Ps M. Volto (Catalan Socialist 1
Movement) 4
Mr, D, Ennals (Secretary) ]
2. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Mr., J, Clark, 4
Mr, E, Davies, M.P. and Mr, S, Watson, o
. Matters arising from Minutes No. l. 4

(a) Xt was reported that Earl Attlee had agreed to act as patron
together with Mr, James Griffiths.

(b) 10,000 copies of the new leaflet on the Spanish Democrats
Defence Fund were on order,

(¢) No new date had been suggested for the visit of Mr. Tomas
and Mr. Duase to this eountry

4, Report on developments in Spain

Mr, Benenson and the Secretary reported orally on information
concerning developments in Spain since the last moeting. Of the
70 who had originally been arrested, it seemed that only 16 wecre
now held in prison and that a high proportion of those released
were detained under house arrest.s The Committee noted the
press releases that had been issued,

5, Proposed visit to Spain

Secretary reperta& that ‘he haﬁ been &eproaﬁuim_wi%h-ﬁﬁﬁh-jij
euggéﬁf&on’%ﬁ‘t‘a [ By -~#'%* -
should attend as an 0b3erver the trade unlon conference in Madrid,
After discussion it was AGREED that no representative should
attend the conference but that enquiries should be made concerning
the edvisability of sending a repreeentutlve of the Committee to
Spain on a fact-finding mission in connection with the arrcsted
Spanish socialists, It was AGREED that The QeGISIsn“SHOUId bo
T&8TT t0 the ChalTflan and Secretary in the light of information
received, and that if it was deocided that a representative should
go, Mr, Benenson should be asked to undertake the journey.

6s Becrotary's Report

Bhe Secretary reported that so far £1,300 had been roeceived
including a contribution of £500 from U.S.D.A.W. The majority
of other donations were small sums from trade unions and loecal
Labour Parties. Funds were being received at the rate of about
£100 per weck,
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7¢ Allocation of Funds

It was LGREED that a grant of £1,000 should be made to the
P.S,0.E. in exile and £150 to the M.S.C, The Secrctory was
instructed to find out from the P.S.0.E, to what extent they
were in a position to assist socialists in Catalonia and whether
in future they would be able or willing to make grants to the
M.S.C, from funds which they reccived,

It was AGREED that further allocations could be mede on
behalf of the Committee by the Chairman, Mr, Benenson and the
Secrotary.

B8e Future activities

It was AGREFED that consideration should be given to n
public meeting in the acutumn if circumstances warranted it,
In the meantime the Committec should be prepared to provide
speakers for local meetings on request, It was AGREED that the
Nationnl Executive Committee should be asked to pass ¢ resolution
calling for an amnesty for all political prisoners in Spain,

9, Next meeting.

It was ACREED to lenve it to the Chairman to decide the
date of the next meoting.
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HON. TREASURER ¥ BECRETARY Y NATIONAL AGENTY
RT. HoN. ANEURIN BEVAN. M.P. MORGAN PHILLIPS A. L. WILLIAMS

23rd Mareh, 1959.

SPANISE DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE

Dear Collezague,

The next meeting of the Committee of the Spanish Democrats
Defence Fund (postponed from March 2nd) will be held at the
House of Commons at 5 p.m. on Mondaey, April 13th in a room booked
in the name of Mr. W. Padley.

The Agenda will be as follows:

1. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
L Matters arising.

e Report on developments in Spain.

4, Secretary's report.

S, Allocation of funds so far received,

Be Consideration of future activities.

24 Any other business,

I very much hope that you will be able to attend.

T am enclosing for your informeation copies of a recent report
on the prisoners released under house arrest and the text of the
charges against nine of the prisoners arrested for "socialist
leanings" last September and November together with a press release

issued today.

Yours sincerely,
D.VID ENNALS

Secretary
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Issued by The Labour Party Press and Publicity Department,
Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.l., on behalf

of the Spanish Democrats Defence Fund Committee.

Phone: VICtoria 9L3L 24.3,1959

The following statement is issued by the Spanish Democrats
Defence Fund Committee (sponsored by the British Labour
Movement) :

MORE _ARRESTS _IN SPAIN

Information has just reached us that seven students have
been arrested in Barcelona in connection with the recent
campaign of protest against economic and political conditions
in Spain. Because of censorship, no news of these arrests
has been published in the press. The telegram which brought
this information to the Spanish Democrats Defence Fund said:
"publicity about these arrests may avert torture."

Publicity and protests from Britain and elsewhere do have
their effect in Svain. For one example, following the flow of
protests from Labour Party and Yrade Union branches thirty
prisoners arrested in September and November last year for
"having socialist leanings" have recently been released under
house arrest.

But others arrested at the same time are still in gaol
without trial, They are obliged to pay a fee and, if they
cannot pay, their property is selzed. Those under house arrest
are prevented from earning their living.

The Committee appeals for public protests against this
barbarous behaviour and for donations to ease the plight of
the victims and their dependents. Donations should be sent to
the Hon. Treasurer, Spanish Democrats Defence Fund, Transport
House, Smith Square, S.W.l.




FRANCO JUSTICE ? TEXT OF THE IMPELCEMENT OF NINE PRISONERS.

Hore is the text of the impeachment os given out by the Judge
for the Special Tribunal for the Repression of Illicit Propaganda
on the Spanish territory, Mr. Jacinto Blanco Camarero, against nine
prisoners arrested on the 5th Scptember anl on the 8th November, 19568,

Madrid, November 24, 1958,

WHEREAS the accused Antonio fAmat, of socialist leaning, has
received and accepted from oxiled orgsnisations in France belonging
to the same Party, the mission of reorganising the Socialist Party
inside Spain, selecting the representatives or delegetes of the said
Perty in e number of citics, and WHEREAS he was in connivence with
Manueld ' Gonzalez Mendcz, Antonio Villar Masso, Nicoles Edroso Perez,
Antonio Semperc Gomez, Vicente Urcola Ansola, Celestino Corcucra,
Pinto, Jose-Antonio Munoz Atienza and Luis-Martin Santos Rivera,
distributing among them and other pemmns, propagende reccived from
France aos well as some moncy intended for prisoners!? families
WHEREAS the soid Antonio /mat helped bring inside Spain many Roneo
machines intended to print propagenda against the present Spanish
regime, this propaganda being the newspapcrs "El Socialista and
"UGT", whose every articles were against the Spanish regime and
whose objeetive was the substitution of this regime, the accused
having held meetings among themselves or with other persons not
identified, meetings during which propaganda was distributed and
commented and whose objective was the substitution of the present
.Spanish regime, WHEREAS the police.seized five parcels of this
seld propaganda as well as three Roneo machines and subversive
propagande during some searches,

WHERE/LS all accused have admitted as indisputable in their
confessions, the fact that they belonged to the orgeonisation of
the Socielist Party inside Spain as well as their collaboration
to the spreading of the underground propaganda of this said Party,
which propag'nda was brought inside Spain through the means of the
accused fntonio Amat Maiz,

WHERELS the facts worded above have the characteristics of
illicit propagande offences, according to Article 253 of the Penal
Code and following which legal proceedings must be instituted
against: LAntonio Amat Maiz, Manuel Gonzalez Mendoz, Antonio Villar
Masso, Nicolas Edroso Perez, /Antonio Sempere Gomez, Vicente Urcola
hnsola, Celestino Corcuero Pinto, Jose-Antonio Atienza and Luis—
Martin Sentos Ribera, arraignment is referred according to Article
384 of the Criminal Proceedings Code, '

WHEREAS according to Articles 503 and 504 of the said code,
and WHERELAS circumstances are concurrent in this case, it is
appurvonant to decree provisional imprisomment of the accused,

WHERELAS, according to Article 589 of the said Code, it is
appurtenant to deecrce that the accused shall dcposit adequate
bail to cover expenses that may eventually prove requisite,.

ARE ACCUSED the following; Antonio Amat Maiz, Menuel Gonzalez
Mendez, Antonio Villar Masso, Nicolas Edroso Perez, Antonio Sempere
= Gomez, Vicente Urcola Ansola, Celestipg.,.forcuero Pinto, Jose-
ﬂiqﬁﬁxgnin Munoz Atienza and Jage ig/San Rivera . wi whom wha
necessary will be done in a manner consistent with the procedure
prescribed by the said Code, informing the aceused of this same
procedurc and of their respective rights; their confessions shall be
registered and their birth certificates or baptism cartificetes
received as well as their police records with notes on their former
behaviour; in regard to which the nccessary contoets will be made,

o = =) i - alabas
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PROVISIORNLL IMPRISONMENT IS DECREED, unconditioned for the
present time but allowing the prisoners the right to communicate
with tho outsides Inform them of their rights end csteblish tho
authority of the Prison Director upon this matter through separate
documents.

LET THEM BE ASKED to pey in a bail of TWENTY FIVE THOUS.ND
pesotas each, to cover the expenscs thrt nay be evontunlly be
proven necessary and if this cmount is not deposited according to
Lirticle 597 ol tho said Code, seizurc of their property in default
of payrent will bo medo to cover the snid emount: if this wore not
possible, proof of their insolvency shall be laid down through
geparnte docunents,

Send out the affidavit to the Trensury Department,"

"News from Spain", February 1959
Published by the Spanigh Socialist Labour Party, (P.S.0.E.)
Infornation ond Documentation Office,

69 Rue du Teur,

Toulouse,

Heute Garonne,

France,



THE NOVEMBER 1958 ARREATS w NEWS ABOUT THE PRTISONERS (February 16,1959)

The prisoners whose nameg follow are still held in the Madrid
Carabanchel prison for further interrogation by the Judge of the
XIIIth Civil Division for represcion of illicit propagenda, They
meay be sentenced according to Article 253 of the Spanish Penal
Codea

Lla Jenaro Fernandez Lopez, 46, married, one child, waiter, Oviedo.

S Viconte Fernandez Iglesias, 58, married, 2 children, 3 grand-
children, ,insurnmce employee, Sema de Langreo,

Se Amalio Alvarez Martinez, 38; single, technieian in the
Fxplosives Factory in Oviedo,

4, Jose Graciano Fernandez Garcia, 50, single, miner, Sama de Lan-
greo,

Os Cecilio Perez Castano, 55, married, two children, miner,
pama de Lengreo,

6a Fernando Cabal Pintado, 25, single, office worker, Oviedo,

7y Angel Valle Riestra, 30, married, one child, miner, Sama de
Langreo,

8a Vicente Suarez Suarez, 50, married, one child, miner, Sama
de Langreo.

9, Salvedor Clop Carpi, 38, married, one child, pastry-~cook,
Barcelona,.

10, Juan Garcia Garcia, 62, married, & children, stone-mason,
Barcelona,

11, Miguel Casablanca Juenico, 4%, married, one child, trader,
Barcelona, .

12, Sebastian Padros Benasco, 50, merried, one child, trader,
Barcelona,

13, Manuel Gonzalez Mendez, 52, married, three children, machinist,
Madrid,

l4, Antonio Sempere Gomez, 30, single, doctor, Madrid.

15, Viecente Urcola Ansola, 40, single, doctor, San Sebastian.

16. Luis Martin Santos Rivero, 34, merried, two children, doctor,
director of the Psychiatric Sanatorium in San Sebastian,

17. Antonio Amet Maiz, 39, single, lawyer, Vitoria.

18, Joaquin Pradera Machimbarrena, &8, married, one child, lawyer

and business man, San Scbastian,
19, Alfonse Fernandez, Sovilla,

In the provices the situation is as fellows:

~In Sevilla: Three arc still held,

~In Zaragoza: Two are still held,

~Ln Malogea: Franciso Roman Diaz, 44, married, two children,
accountant is still held in the provineial prison,

Between the 2lst January and the 16th Febreury, the following
were relcased:

Le Emilio Llaneza Prieto, 49, married, 2 children, worker in the
Explosives Factory of Oviedo,

Ze Francisco Urena Torres, 47, laebourcr, Granada,

s Urbano Orad de la Torre, professor, Sevilla,

4, Fermir Onate, 62, marricd, 2 children, pastry-cook, Bilbao,

5o Manuel Garrido, 48,married, 2 children, business man, Bilbao,

6o Rafael Gutierrez Lopez, carpenter, Granada,

7, LAngel Rodriguez Costillo, Granada,

8, Emilio Narvaez Correal, labourcr, Gronada T

e Jose-Maria Arcos Soto, labourer, Granada,

10, Cclestino Tejero Jimenez, Sevilla,

Up to the 1l6th February, thirty prisoners have been released,
Released is only a word, for each and every former prisoner must
remain inside his home, with the absolutc forbidding of going out,
attend University lectures or any other work. Two policemen stand
day and night at their door to enforcee this law, The injury that
may result from such action is considerabley, Professors as well as
labourers are unable to carn a living end arce exposed to losing their
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job when they will be allowed to resume their work.

Such wiles conceived by the special jurisdictions are not
well-known abroad but they must be exposed in order thet
international opinion, upon knowing about them, act so to put an
end to these intolerable processcg, "Release pending trial",
according to the Franco regime and in the prescnt case, is nothing
but a scntencc to poverty and hunger, Material and moral solidarity
of all frec countrics may alone 'alleviate this painful situation
for our Spanish comrade prisoncrs,

"News from Spain Februery 19589,
Published by the Spanish Socialist Labour Party (P.S.0.E,
Information and Documentation 0ffice,

69, Rue du Taur,

Toulouse,

Haute Gearonne,

France,
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HON. TREASUREY ¢ SECRETARY ¢ MNATION L AGENT
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27th February, 1959,

Spanish Democrate Defence Fund Committce

Dear Collecague,

Tould you plecase note that in consultation with Mr, Valter
Padley it has been decided to postpone the meeting of the
Spanish Democrets Defence Fund Committee called for 5.350 »D.m,
on M-nday, 2nd Merch, The reason for this is that we have
just been notified by the U.G.T. that the planned visit of
Pescuel Tomas and Martinez Dasi has been postponed, and the
arrangements for their visit would have been the principal
item for discussion on lMonday., A further meeting of the
Committes will be called as soon as it appears to be necessary.

In the meantime, you will be interested to see the attached
note which has becn received from Svain via the Perpignan office
of the U.G.T. Tith the note ceme & message from the accused
Socialists in Brrcelone thanking the Labour Party for its
asgsistence,

For your information I am also cnclosing a copy of the
appeel letter which has gone out over the signature of Mr, lorgan
Phillips to Constituoncy Parties, A similar letter is going to
affiliated Trade Unions from Mr, Padley ané Mr, Watson, You
will be glad to know that the National Executive Committec has
agreecd to advance fundg for publication of a four-page leaflct,
which is in course of preparation, No further news has bcen
received conecrning the date of the trials in Spain.

Y-urs sincerely,

DAVID EINALS

(0
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SECRETARY NATIONAL AGENT 1

A, L. WILLIAME

24th Februery, 1989,

Spanish Democrats Defence Fund

(Sponsored by the Labour Movement)

Deesr Colleague,

Thé next meeting of the Committee of the Spanish
Democrats Defence Fund will be held at the House of Commons,
in Committee Room 5 booked in the name of Mr, Padley, at
5,30 p.m, on Monday, 2nd March, 1959,

The Agenda will be as follows:

1.

6a

lMinutes, (Previously circulated. )

Matters arising,

Report on developments in Spain,

Secretery's report.

Visit of Messrs. Pascual Tomas and Martinez Dasi,
General Secretary anl Executive Member of the U.G.T.
on March 19th.

Any other business.

I hope you will be &b le to attend.

Yours gincerely,

DAVID ENNALS

Secretary.
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SPANISH DENMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND

(Sponsored by the British Labour Movement)

As a result of the wave of arrests of Spanish Bocialists
and trade unionists in November last year, and the charges which
have now been preferred against them by the Franco Government,
the Labour Movement in Britain has taken the initiative in
launching a Spanish Democrats Defence Fund. This follows a
protest made by the National Executive Committee oi the Lgbour
Party in December against the arrests and the nature of the
charges and the decision of the Executive to appoint an observer
to attend the trials whenever they are held,

The Spanish Democrats Defence Fund has as its Chairman Mr.
Walter Padley, M.P., President of: the Union of Shop, Distributive
and Allied Workers, and a member of the National Executive
Committee of the Labour Party. The Committee also includes
My, Geoffrey de Freitas, M.P., My, Hugh Delargy, M.P.; Mr. Sam
Watson, Mr. Anthony Wedgwood-Benn, M.P., Ilir, Elwyr Jones, Q.C.,
NP Mr, Robert Edwards, M.P., UNMr, Ernest Davies, M.P.,

Mr. George Jeger, M,P., and representatives of Spanish exile
organisations in this country. The Secretary is Mr. David

Ennals, Secretary of the International Department of the Labour

Party. Mr. Peter Benenson and Mr. John Clark are also on the Committee.

The aims of the Committee are to gain the maximum publicity
for the situation in Spain, to stimulate protests from organisations
and individuals in this country, and to raise funds to assist
Socialists and trade unionists and such.other victims of political
oppression in Spain as the Committee may decide, The funds will
be used to contribute towards the costs of the defence, and 1o
assist the families of the defendants.

Contributions should be sent to the Spanish Democrats Delfence
Pund, Transport House. Smith Scuare, London, S.W.1l.
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) Ie iucluyo ei origina dz la curcular del
LABOUR PARTY que me pedigz, su traduccion y la traduccion
de la hoja adjunta en donde se hablaba de la situacion
presente de los presos. El origina., de esta hoja la
guardo por unos dias pues quisiera mostrarla a PALIACH
del Mov.iment Socizlista de Cstalunya,pues la Oficina de
Perpignan d que se habla eu l circular es del lMoviment
y no de la UGT. Ie devolvere en cuauto termine con ella
A Biar raitz tembien he enviado trad.ceciou de todo.

Sal udos
Ka?
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HON. TREASURE® SECRETARY ¢
A. L. WILLIAMS

RT. HON. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P, MORGAN PHILLIPS

February, 1959.

To: Constituency and Local Labour
Parties, Youth and Women Sections,Labour
Menbers of Parliament and Parlismentery
Labour Candidates.

Dear Colleague,

General Franco's constant persecution of Socialists and
Trade Unionists in Spain took a new and perticularly viclous
turn in the autumn of 1958 when a nation-wide wave of arrests
Gook place in which over fifty leading figures in the Socialist
Movement were seized by the secret police. The whole operation
was carried out in a ¢landestine manner and most of the
brisoners wers held incommunicado for many weeks beforé any
kind of charges were preferred against them. In the words of
the resolution of protest passed by the National Executive
Committee on 26th November, 1958 it was "an outrage against
all civiliged codes of behaviof r®.

hose arrested include iabbtfers“andﬁfactory workers as
well as meny people from the professional classes — doctors,
lawyers, university professors ‘and teachers, A few of these
professional peonle have been released and placed under house
a?rest but most of the vietims are still in prison. Many of
them, perticularly the workers and trade unionists, have
ﬁuffered_brutal treatment at the hands of the police, Such
;Sha?geﬁd'as have now been preferred include accusations of )
pocialist leanings®” and “gxpressiong of anti-Government opinions™
end are in themselves a further outrage against all legal
standards accepted in the free world,

In response to urgent appeals from the Spanish Socialist
rarty in exile a Committee has been set up on the initiative
of the Labour movement to raise funds to aid these latest
vicuvims of Franco's tyranny. The Chairman is Mr, Walter
Padley, M.F, and the members include: Ir. Anthony Wedgwood
Benn, M.P,, lir, Ernest Davies, M.P,, Mr. Hugh Delargy, M.Z2.,
Er- Robert Edwards, W.~,, Mr, Geoffrey de Freitas, M.P,, Mr.
aSorEs Jeger, M.P., Mr, Blwyn Jones, Q.C., M.P, and Mr., Francis
Noel-Baker, M,?, Mr, Sam Watson is the Hon, Treasurer and
Mr, David Ennals is the Secrebary. Ixilted Spaniards are giving
their support, By

Money is urgently required both to cere for the families
of ?he lmprisoned men and to pay for legel observers to attend
?hexr trlals. The presence of observers at previous trials
has almigt invariably caused a lessening of the senbence imposed.
In @@dlulon our Spanish comradeg require funds to replace
equipment end material seizmed by the police in order to pimsue
heir eourageosus 111’1(1@1-@‘_1-01)_]3{1 Struggle' =
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On_behalf of the Committee I wish to appeal to you and
your colleagues to help us in this direct action to aid our
friends in Spain, Through the fund you cen contribute in &
Practical way to the success of those Who are determined o
restore freedom and democracy to the Spanish people.

F ' We feel sure that Sociallets throughout Britain will be
proud to give generously in support of This gppeal, Donations

| - should be sent to the Treasurer, Spanish Democrats Defence

| Fund, Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.l, Cheques
and lNoney Orders should be crossed and made payable to the fund.

The Committee will greatly appreciate any help that
you can give,

| : Yours fraternally,

MORGAN PHITLIPS

: it . @%%;erary-

i
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CIRCULAR DEL IABOUR PARTY A SUS DEPARTAM:NTAIES Y IOCAIES - Febremw 1959,2 60 '

Querido colega: la constante persecucion del General Francc de Social isteas y de Sin-

dicalistas en Espafia, tumo en otofio d¢ 1959  yna nueva y && meligna intensided

oi)erendoss por tode la mcion una ole de detenciones en la gue mas de cincuanta destacadas
figyres del mMoviwiento Socidista Beétisidéidetenidds caysron &0 mENOS de la policia aacretacl
‘Tode &k le operacio. se realizo de forma elandestina y la masyor parts de los deienidos guare
dados inomunicedos durante muches semanss antes gue algunz especis de agusacion foera

levantada contra eilos. Como lo dijo el Cumite Ejecutaive Nacionalyen su resvluc ion d: pro=- ‘

testa aprobade el 26 de Novieumbre de 1958,fue "“ul altreje contre todas las formas civis

lizadas de conducta.""

4

)
'4(
iEntre los Geteuidos B8&4EGELIARLAAF.LLAERPERASLY hay jornaleros y trava jad res dBida& j
industrisiles wmo Mesk varios otros de clases profesi nales: medicos, ebogados, profssores ;
universitarios y maesiros. Unos cuantos de estas personas de clases profesionalss han sido {
: 'I
pusstas en libertad y se hailan vigiladas en sus domicilios pero la mayoria de los deteni-

dus co.tinuan en prision. Muchos de sstos particularmente los obreros y sindicel istas han

sufrido uwx travamieuto brutal & msnos de la policia. Iss ""agusaciomes"' que ahora han ‘

dé& R o
sido levendas co_tra =l1los son dg.ﬁ-ﬁg%ilo-de v4tendencias Socialistes", & de ""expresar
e tenar
opiniones contra el Gobiermo"" , sgusaciones @e diceu bien del ulireje cometido

contre todas las normes juridicas aceptadas en el mundo libre.

"in respuesté a los urgeuntes llamamientos hechos por el sartido wozaaliste Eopanol l.
en 9l oxiiio uu vomite ua sido estevlecido por iuicistvive del Movimiento Isborista pare |
eglbergar fondus pare ayuder a estas recie.tes v.‘..ctﬁnas de la tiranias de Franco. Bl Presi-
dente es Mr. Welter Padley, Miambro dei Parlamento, y entre los misubros se ha.lantiire /
Anthoni Wedgwood Ben, MsPe; Mr. Ernest D&e&es Davies,M.P.; Mr. Hugh Delargy,MePe} |

Mr . Robert Edwards MeP.; Mr. Geoffrey de Freitas,M.F.j Mr. George Jeger,il.Pej Mr Elwyn

Jones, Q.Ce MesPe; y MreFrancis Noel=Beker,M.P.; Mr .Sem Watson es el Hon. Tesorero; ¥
Mr., David Ennals es el Secretario. Espafioles exilados nos envian su adhesion, !

"Son necesarios urgentemente fondos tanto para cuider de las familias d¢ los .\

ancer celedos ¢ mo para sbonar a ovservadores juridicos & que asisten & los juicios.

Ia presencis de observadres en juicios anteriores casi inveriablemente ha tenido por



sentenc ias (2
resultedo el que se han impuesto penas menos dures. Y ademas, nuesiros colegas espanoles

requisren foudos para' rsemialazar el material cogide por la policia, y asi continuar en
su velerosa lucna claudestina.
"En nombre deli Comite desso encarecerle a Vd. y a .03 suyos & que nos ayude

Este
en esta sccion de ayuda directa a nuestros amigos en Espeda.Gkdi@ste fondo &édtdaibdns

at&sa le permitira contripuir de forme practice al exito de los que

estan empefados eu resvaurar la livertad y la democracis al pusblo de Espefia =

WEs,amos segurué de gue los Socialistas de l& Cran DBretena se sent iran
orgullosos de resyonder genercosamente a este llamamiento. Ios donati¥vus debs. ser
enviados al Tesorero del Fond. de Defensa de Democratas Espaoles, Transp.rt House,
Smitn Square, Iondon Se.1 Ios cheques y ordenes &a&pgé de pago deberau ser cruzudos
y hechos pegaderos al Foudo.

"El Comite apreciere hondamente toda eyude que puedan prestar

Fraterna liente ,
Morgan Phillips, Secretario
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INTERNATTONAL DEPT

SPANISH DEMOCRATS DEFENCE FUND COMMITTEE

Minutes of Inaugural lMeeting

Monday, 2 February, 1959 at 5 p.m, at House of Commons

1. Present

Mr.
Mxr,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.

Pe
E.
G’o
R,
G’u
w.,
Do
Je

Benenson . _ Mr, J. Balbontin (Spanlsh Left Wing
Davies, M.P. o 3 ' ‘ Republican Party)

de Freitas, M.P. Mir, F, Decozar) (representing lir, Garcis)
Edwards, M.P. lir, B, Duarte ( P.S.0,E. & U.G,T.)
Jeger, M.P. Mr. J, Hickman (Basque Delegation)
Padley, M.P, Mr, M. Irugo éBasque Nationalist
Ennals Party)

Clark Mr, P.M, Volto (Catalan Socialist

llovement)

2. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were

Mr, A, Wedgwood Benn, M.P., Mr. F, Elwyn Jones, Q.C.,, M.P,,
Mr, F, Noel-Baker, M.P, and Mr, S, Watson, all of whom had agreed

to help,

3« Action of the National Executive Committee

Mr, Ennals outlined the action already taken by the National
Executive Committee, including the formal protest made to the
Spanish Ambassador, the deeilsion to finance the visit of an observer
to the trials, and the circular sent by Mr., lorgan Phillips to
Constituency Parties,

L. Establishment of the Committee

It was agreed to establish a body to be called the Spanish
Democrats Defence Fund (Sponsored by the British Labour Movement)
It was further agreed that the Committee and the Fund should be

concerned with the defence of Socialists, trade unionists and such

other victims of political oppression in Spain as the Committee
D ¥

might decide.,

the defence, and if necessary to pay fines and securities.

e

received from Mr., H, Delargy, M.P.,

The funds that were to be raised should be to assist
the families of the defendants, to contribute towards the costs of

It was aggreed that the Committee should consist of the following,

with power to co-opt:

de Freitas, M,P,, Mr, R, Edwards, M.P., Mr. G, Jeger, M,P,, lir, F

Elwyn Jones, Q.C., M.P., llr, F, Noel-Baker, M.P, and Mr, W, Padley
Representatives of Spanish exile organisations would be invited to

attend all meetings as observers, and the assurances that they
would assist the work of the Committee in every way were gratefully

received,

5 Officers of the Committee

Mr, P, Benenson, Mr, E. Davies, M.P., Mr. G.

, M,P.

Mr, Walter Padley, M,P, was elected Chairman of the Comnittee,
and 1t was agreed to invite Mr, Sam Watson to be the Hon. Treasurer,
Mr. David Ennals was elected Secretary, It was noted that the
Secretary had written to Earl Attlee and Mr., James Griffiths, M.P.

inviting them to act as sponsors and that so far lMr., Griffiths had

replied in the affirmative, The Secretary was asked to approach
Earl Attlee once again,



6. Activities

L

It was ggreed to approach the Labour Party to ask whether they
would make an advance of funds to the Committee to enable a four-
page leaflet to be prepared for the information of Constituency
Parties and others., An appeal letter should also be prepared for
distribution to C.L.P.s, trade unions and the press.

It was agreed that if the trials were long delayed the
Committee should consider arranging for a llember of Parliament to
visit Spain and if possible visit some of those under charge. It was
noted that a delegation of two representatives of the U.G.T, -~
Mr, Tomas and Mr. Duase = would be in London on March 19th and it
was agreed that if possible a meeting should be held in the House of
Commons at which these delegates could be present in order to spread
further information about the developments in Spain,

It was noted that a deputation from the Congress for Cultural
Freedom was to call on the Spanish Ambassador on the following
Thursday, and the Secretary was asked to contact the deputation to
see if the Committee could be represented, It was agreed that
Messrs, Bob Edwards and Ernest Davies should represent the Committee
if called on to do so.

It was agreed that all information concerning developments In
" Bpain should be sent to the Secretary in order that information
could be disseminated from one source,
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Transport House Smith Square London S.V.1.
Telephone:VEctoria 9434
THE LABOUR PARTY Telegrams: Labrepcom Sowest London
Secretary: Morgan Phillips ce?
Hon Treasurer: Rt Hon Aneurin Bevan MP
National Agent: A L Williams

28th Jeanuary, 1259.

Mr, J, Hiclkman
Bassue Delegation,
39 Victoria Street,
8.‘"!:&. 3

Dear Mr, Hickman,

I believe that Peter Benensorn has already spoken to you
about the meeting to be held at the House of Commons on Monday
next, February 2nd, at 5,30 p.m, I gather that this date is
convenlient to you and the others ho have been asked to serve
on the Committee, I am enclosing a number of coples of the
Agenda and should be grateful if you would circulate them to
your colleagues. I understand {rom Peter Benenson that you are
arranging all to meet together in the Central Lobby of the House
before proceeding to the meeting in Room 5.

I lock forward to seeing you on Monday.

Yours sincerely,

(David Ennals)
Secretary,
International Department

i
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R Hon. ANEURIN BEVAN. . MORGAN PHILLIPS A L. WiLLiAVS

28th January, 1959

Dear Colleague,

The meeting which has been called for Honday next,
Pebruary 2nd, 1959 at 5.30 p.m. to consider action to
be taken in this country following the recent wave of
arrests in Spain will be held at the House of Commons
in Room 5, booked in the name of lir, Walter Padley, II,P.

I give below the proposed Agenda:

1. Report on action taken by the National
Executive Committee of the Labour Party

2. Proposal that a Committee be established
and election of Chairmen

3. Consideration of terms of reference of
the Committee and the scope of its
activities

L. Financial appeal

5. Date of next meeting

Yours sincerely,
DAVID ENNALS

Secretary,
International Department
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"SPANISH DEMOCRATIC DEFENCE FUNDM \ Y

\
Presidente: Mr. Walter Padley, M.P,

Secretario: Mr., Bavid Ennals. (no es Dipugggo.)
; b

(E1 Secretario del Sr. Fnnsls szbe muy bien EIZQTEBCQS}
1;1 b' 2
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Todo se les puede enviar a la direcccidn siguientq :
k"

Mr, Walter Padley, M.P, También se le puede enviégg
The Labour Party, noticias a la direccién dew
Transport House, House of Commons, London,wagl.
cmith Square, v
LONDON,S.W.1, ) 1
Hon, Treasurer, Secretary: Morgan Phillip

At,.  Hon. Aneurin Bevan, MM, P,




