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The Cardinal of Africa. By
José de Arteche. Trans-
lated by Mairin Mitchell.
(Sands; 18/-)

I_ AD lhe lived a century
later, Cardinal Lavigerie, |

Archbishop of Alplers and

Carthage, would [ind the sen-

sational newspapers dubbing

him a “problem prelate”, IHe
was impetuous yet inbran-
sigent; lovable If quite un-
predictable; humble but self-
agsertive

An intoliectual wlhio was an
able orgamiseér; an exivoverd
who lived an intense and hidden
spiritual life; an autocrat with

equals and superlors; he was a

father to all others. In him

largeness of hearl and a ready
compassion were combined with
an explosive temper and caustic
tongue. - Like other men of
acton he did not sufler
bureaucrats gladly. Though
hlessed withh a saving sense of
htunour he was, in the most
literal sense of the termu a “holy
terror'.
‘Born

in Bayonne in 1R24.
Charles Lavigerie made a name
for himself as a Sorhonne pro-
fessor soon after his ordination.

Later his administrative abilitv
beeame evident when he organ-
fzcl  relief measures for the
Maronite Christians who sur-
vived the Druze massacres in
Syria and the Lebanon.

Lure of the hinterland

He was 44 when appeointed to
the See of Bt. Augustine. For
the next quarter of a century
he devoted himsell to the
peaple of Algerla, but his =zeal
was- nnt .lmited to dincesan
boundaries. Beyond Algrria he
saw the hinterland. that vast
cantinent with 200 milllon souls
to be won for God. Tn his first

"By MARY

Like Charles de Gaulle, Charles
de lavigerte had. a flalr for
treating ophonents with dignity,
Inflex and a touch of

Caravans of White
Falhers—and later, White Sistera
soon  trekking  south
Usanda, Tanganyika and

¥ heart of Africa.

Africa ‘for the Africans

PURCELL

and & heavy cross awalted mm
in his [final years. Pope Leo
XIIT wished  to conclliate the
then well established Republican
regime in- France, a growing
pacific tendency in government
circles in that country: convinced
him that the time was ripe to
make a diplomatic gesture of
goodwill. As Cardinal Lavigerie
was &0 popular. so \.\iiirle!l‘y ]known.
The © Brussels Conterence of the Pope decided thal he was
1;:.~lT|i‘.‘ ostensibly convened for | the prelate most 1‘“'_‘:-‘.’ '1“ LE;
philantliropic and .»'c](‘n!.i[-ic”pm- ;ft;’ﬁ%?D::ml?.“::y‘;'nlw“ ly elec

cels in  Alrica. was really ~a| FUPT H . _ 1
311;\@1;'.1: ol European statésmen Lavirerie “'1:10- all his-life, had
intent on the commercial exploi- | held himself * absolutsly at the
tation of a continent then litlle ! service of the reigning’ Pontiff,
Ynown, Throuzheut the proceed- | agreed to make the gesture. Tha
1es n hlind eve was turned on | occaslon was the famous * Toast
ths niguitous =slave trade, s&o|of Algiers,”" when the officers,
profitable {n certam Arab, Zan-| mainly Royalist, heard with
zihar . ahd cebased white | horror the Cardinal propose a |
traders. toast to the *legitimate govern.
Lavigerie viewed © with grave| ment."”

111|.=:i\-'i:a‘|¢5 the Bru.ﬁs'r.']s plan to' ‘14 one day Lavigerie lost“popu-
force European customs, arts, | jarlty, mission benefactors
1.1".'1.'3{- and C\‘llllfar.inn systems on fr'.nnr_is_ reputation. He was in-
African pr:-_‘;-]ﬂes. rrli_e for('_saw the sulted  evervwhere he  wens, ||
day when the African would b8!y ptacked from right and left:|
seady bo Borrow frem & i Pope Lo decided to say nothing
pean what he “IOLZILclnuig?ulE]a”raod‘ until the storm blew over, The
valuable for his way of life i) Cardinal suffered alone, Three
his own country. While statesmen | V6Ars laler he died, il ¢

wrangled® and plotted to enrieh it b L >
ut what did he say

their m;ln;l'. 'les at Africa’s ex-
:'S t ;_. = -t - i 3 P -

;lajgn.usm hﬂ%p.?m'}‘nm“-’-?w man| In José de Arteche's stirring

wa.,ﬂ,l‘u“.e{_,}{o_ Africans and blopraphy of this remarkable

.ter' \‘.'J'ThU :l.ht'w Jfo';'alged the’ e | e e bsRe ol 4B milee fors

e 17 See, pointing | source-list are minor flaws, Mora

rrors  of those who serious i= the omission of refer-

out the

assumed that what was good for ene ;
i Gt e to the 33 Uganda Marty
'ilfl;i‘é’;“n‘lns must also be good for| eanonised last :.?ear. To f.l'l;:
He e e Sl While Father who informed him
of LI}elcF:.-ci]Is 2{[“‘;1:\‘21@. J’““io-L\li‘dBL' of their terrible martyrdom and
leading part in Lh;} '-qt«mk v aele unsielding _ forkitude the
campaign. C"o*:a‘nnh' '-r‘l;l:]_ﬂ-VCI'.’f Cardinal wrote:. “I glorify God
1828 La o 1 2 Lo Lurope lnl'ru:- having put on the lips. of
© fhoke in dozens of 4 thers poor, llliterate Ugandan

vear In Alglers he founded the
White Fathers Society, giving
them a hablt resembling Arab
dress and a rule that obliged!
them tn eat Arab food and Lo
sncak Arahie.

His first mizsivnaries, on their
way to Tunbuctod, were murdered
by . Tuarcps. It was Wypical of |!
thelr  Founder, after e had
announced the news in Alsier
Cathedral, to mlc‘}.‘.o 1“111\;:\1%}]‘:
Ucr:lm. nol. the De Profundis,
Anti-clerieal Paris papers  at
ohlce abtacked him, accusing him
of having seny Frenchmen o
certain  death, French-Algerian
cl.}'ll authorities rebukeed hiim and
‘L\vci‘cﬂ ul:l) hamper his missionayy
‘ork. t .th i 110w
i 111a|ri1. ¢y did not Juw\y

cities, fron |

i fl'mllol}_.];sbg:‘?mc L London | knys words no less sublime than

giunt i eiopon W Brussels. A |those of the martyrs of Roman|

Rificont ny og: € Wwas a mag- f Carthage.”

o a;'mealfﬁi;‘&é‘“iﬁ“ﬁﬁ?ﬁlhf{; More quotation throughout the

paraphrased Tercnc:e‘s .Homo ol ave Lesus welcotg
o particularly  when there was a

Sum;
“Lam a man, and wealth of letters and i
an, a uhe injustic public
Jusbice | vacords to be drawn upon,

Artinttn “'m‘b{_._.f”-":’m’:] man, and | Matrin Mitehell deserves con-
with Horroe, e w‘-h"’ 11:115 gratulations on  her admirable,
What T ehould ke to have drcmc translation of de Arteche's work.
'LH me avd  mine, to restore | LIMS  Basque writer's  Spanish
ooty honour “and’ snareg | does not readiy lond felf to
un-fo;-m:n:? I ?r‘d to do for the | translation, but Miss Mitehell!
Ko ct-‘wéﬁ; .rra-n _slaves o | seems to have made her own the
Shigh fl‘redoml" amily, honour| principles for Lranslators so
: + | aptly formatlated by Belloe, and,

A heavy cross 3 —— | to have set herself Knox's famous !
He Was not destined headiine: “A trafj.%lat!on is a)
W6 i) iy stined to see | good one in propottion as you can
volition of slavery, | forget, while reading {t, that {t!

ttove-liag g translation ab all” x
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